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Elizabeth Pendleton (pictured above in 1897) taught at 
Wooster (first in Prep and then at the University and 
College) for fifty-two years, from 1890 to 1942, working 
with Presidents Scovel, Holden, White, and Wishart.
About the front cover: Women’s Studies 320, 
Re-Visions of Gender, begins with discussions of images 
and photography, based on readings (among them “In 
Plato's Cave"from Susan Sontag's On Photography) 
and an exercise Carolyn Durham (French/women’s 
studies) assigns. Students are asked to make photo­
graphs of things and persons whom they consider 
“attractive" and “unattractive," and the results are then 
shared and discussed. “Though they are at first uncom­
fortable with the idea,"says Durham, “they realize that 
we do indeed use these terms all the time, that we 
frequently categorize the world as one or the other."
A photographer’s power also becomes clear. 
Things and people who appear “attractive” can be 
made to look otherwise and vice-versa. It is at that 
point, Durham says, that “the camera and their use of 
it can start to feel invasive. At least, they realize that 
photography is an extremely complex process."
Shortly after that unsettling set of experiences 
this semester, we asked to take their pictures for our 
cover. There was some vigorous discussion with photog­
rapher Matt Dilyard and with the editor. As a conse­
quence, the students joined the photo selection process 
and vetoed some shots as unrepresentative of the spirit 
of their class as they understood it. Those were pulled 
from the stack that yielded our final set.
Clockwise from upper right are Jason Gleason 
’93, Durham, Jennifer Read '93, Elora Chowdhury ’94, 
Heather Bradley 92, and Cara Gilgenbach '93.
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T he point is not to get anyone to rush back to Wooster to sign up for Introduction to Womerfs Studies. Rather, here are a few paragraphs 
designed to clear away some of the dust Under­
standing of women’s studies on campus is broad 
and deep, but the wider world has been a little 
bewildered by the programs springing up in col­
leges and universities. Our operating assump­
tion is that a little clear light can help.
At first ad the fuss is really surprising. 
After all, feminist scholarship has offered pow­
erful evidence that research across the disci­
plines has operated on unacknowledged gen­
der assumptions. Another way of putting that 
is to say that most research ignores gender, 
and there are some good examples to illustrate 
the claim in the piece beginning on page she of 
this issue. (“Gender” in this context points to 
socially constructed meanings associated with 
biological difference. “The weaker sex” as an 
epithet for women embodies a claim about 
gender rather than a fact of sex.)
This is an announcement of some major 
undiscovered territory. It means that much 
new exploratory work is needed, that there are
Karen Taylor (history) has done extensive research in 
medical records (in Australia and the United States) 
in search o f structural explanations for family 
violence.
still many discoveries to be made even in well- 
worked scholarly fields, and that a number of 
old conclusions can be revisited with real hope 
of fresh results. Ordinarily, such an announce­
ment is reason for celebration; hence 
“Eureka!” or the excitement about proof that 
ships would not sail off the edge of the earth or 
the gratitude for the Rosetta Stone’s key to 
hitherto indecipherable languages — or the 
enormous thrill throughout science after 
Einstein’s 1905 paper and long before there 
was solid proof to support its new assumptions 
about the universe.
I N T R O D U C T I O N
In this case, however, the response to 
new vistas has been — mixed.
One of the editorial discoveries during 
the production of this issue has been that 
women’s studies resists efforts to smooth it 
with language that is fair and calming. Why is 
that? Here are three suggestions from a neo­
phyte friend of feminist theory about why the 
matter is so extraordinarily difficult.
In this case, however, the response to 
new vistas has been —  mixed.
As Joanne Frye (English) says, “Even 
the most academic discussion of gender 
makes us rethink how we're living our very 
own lives,” and I think that helps explain some 
of the difficulty surrounding the subject as 
described by faculty and students for Shelley 
Pearsall ’89 (see page twenty-four). Criticizing 
political or ethical systems is relatively easy 
because one can talk about “the state of 
nature” or court cases or thought experiments; 
one need never bring the ideas closer than 
abstraction. Even talk about socioeconomic 
class can run pretty smoothly on a campus 
where most people’s situation is at least O.K. 
Similarly, talk about race, though it can cause 
extreme discomfort, does not necessarily 
relate to the lives of white middle-class people 
in this society: most can choose to care or not. 
All these matters, in other words, can remain 
“only academic.”
Criticizing the terms on which one’s 
most private relationships have developed is 
something else. It is extremely difficult to sep­
arate a comment about gender roles from one’s 
parents, one’s marriage, one’s love. It is even 
more difficult if such criticism calls into ques­
tion the deepest beliefs underlying one’s sense 
of the equity in those relationships. Bluntly: It 
can be awkward to discuss the grounds on 
which one might judge one’s mother as subju­
gated, a wife as collaborator in her own 
exploitation, a beloved man as ignorant of one’s 
deepest needs.
Worse, women’s studies asserts that try­
ing to separate principle and practice may not 
be fair to either. Women have been hired less 
often and paid less when hired — in the aca­
demic world as well as everywhere else — 
because of what Karen Taylor (see “Women 
Faculty” on page fifteen) calls “the social dia­
logue . . .  that emphasized women’s role as 
supplementary wage earners.” Much writing in 
the social sciences, in medical research, and in 
literature has assumed that women are “gentle 
and submissive beings, nurturing children to
Shelley Pearsall '89 has been an historical interpreter 
for the Cleveland Metroparks since 1989. She provides 
educational programs for schools based on her 
research into park history and has recently begun her 
own educational program business. She plans to enroll 
in a master’s degree program (in English or writing) 
this fall.
their highest potential and quite happily taking 
a back seat to the needs and decision-making 
of men.”
As has been asserted in this space 
before, the academic disciplines teach the cul­
ture what to think, and the culture can behave 
only in accord with what it thinks to be true 
about the world. What we think we know has 
crucial effects on how we behave.
The Manhattan Project began and suc­
ceeded because of scientific discoveries at the 
“height” of physics, to use the old metaphor 
that places the abstract at the top of the purity 
thermometer. These days, all of the social sci­
ences are deeply engaged in matters with polk 
ical implications: Do you prefer your sociology 
from Thomas Sowell or Michael Harrington? 
Your economics from Milton Friedman or 
Robert Heilbroner? Your political science frofr 
the Brookings or the Hoover Institutes? And
It is difficult to discern the ground 
on which one might lament that 
knowledge is power.
surely everyone is now aware of the connec­
tions between work in cognitive science/artifi' 
cial intelligence and smart bombs, to say noth 
ing of the pilotless bomber of the future.
It is difficult to discern the ground on 
which one might lament that knowledge is 
power.
The third spiky difficulty with women’s 
studies is that, whatever its earliest preten­
sions, it is now no monolith. On its left 
(though not at the far end) are scholars who 
would prefer to call it “feminist studies” or wk 
wish to engage only in research clearly 
designed to liberate women. On its right are 
those who would prefer to call it “gender stud­
ies” or — yet further right — who believe it 
should quickly integrate its findings back into 
the established disciplines, gradually disap­
pearing in the process. Critics flail women’s 




the field’s center, some of whom are insulted to 
be associated with so academic and therefore 
useless a project. This is responsible for a lot 
of heat but no light. Do we judge physics by 
Edward Teller? Biology and psychology by 
William Shockley? Economics by Karl Marx? 
Theology by the Ayatollah Komeini? Film criti­
cism by Joe Bob Briggs? All of these people 
get published under those disciplinary rubrics.
And all of this is to urge an attentive 
reading of what those engaged in Wooster’s 
newest major have to say about it in this issue’s 
three feature articles. There are four other 
related pieces in the issue, one by John Finn
Ringgold said in 1977, “My mother 
remembers watching her grandmother Betsy 
Bingham boil and bleach flower sacks until 
they were ‘white as snow’ to line the quilts she
made___Susie Shannon, Bets/s mother, had
taught her to sew quilts. She was a slave and 
had made quilts for the plantation owners as 
part of her duties as ‘house girl.’ Undoubtedly, 
many of the early American quilts with repeti­
tive geometric designs are slave-made and 
African-influenced.”
In 1986, she said, “In making quilts, Fm 
able to communicate ideas 1 would not be able 
to communicate in any other way. They are a 
platform for mixing art and ideas so that nei­
ther suffers.”
The citation Gouma-Peterson wrote for 
a 1987 award to Miriam Schapiro from the 
Women’s Caucus for Art read, in part, “You 
blazed the path and showed us the way to 
make connections, to bridge the gap, to find 
ourselves. For this and the gift of your art, we 
are indebted to you forever.”
“In 1971, Schapiro and Judy Chicago 
created The Feminist Art Program at the 
California Institute of Art in Valencia,” says 
Gouma-Peterson. “There, they and the twenty- 
one women in the program transformed a 
dilapidated mansion into a space that was by 
women and about women and women's lives, 
called Womanhouse.’
By the way, the “quilt forms snaking 
through the design” in “Invitation” were family 
heirlooms given to Schapiro by 1979-85 alum­
na trustee Elizabeth Byers Felker ’65.
It is difficult now to remember, but there 
were some loud lamentations in the world of 
sport when Title IX came along in 1971. In the 
event, no harm seems to have been done, and 
John Finn reports on both progress and fur­
ther opportunities beginning on page thirty- 
six.
It is difficult now to remember 
the lamentation in sport 
when Title IX came along.
Elsewhere you will find the usual variety, 
including Wooster’s first ever scoop. Though it 
may not be news by the time you read this, at 
time of writing we are the first national publica­
tion to reveal that Bob Cringely is really Mark 
Stephens 76. Discover the significance of our 
news beginning on page twenty-eight. 
Beginning on page thirty-two is the second 
article we have published about events in the 
former Soviet Union. As it happened, Barbara 
(library) and Richard (philosophy) Bell were 
in Moscow during the coup attempt last year. 
Their observant report is of independent inter­
est, but it also reminds us of the hope a harsh 
winter has done much to blur.
Our letters, beginning overleaf, repre­
sent excellent variety and we celebrate the silly 
on page sixty-four.
In our heart, however, we’re celebrating 
discovery this issue, like Keats’ explorers con­
fronted by the Pacific ocean, who
. . .  looked at each other with a wild 
surmise —
Silent, upon a peak in Darien. 0
Thalia Gouma-Peterson (art) has been a major force 
in the study of contemporary women artists.
“One can see Schapiro’s 
determination to validate what 
women had done. ”
and three from artists whom Thalia Gouma- 
Peterson (art), who joined the Wooster faculty 
in 1968, has brought to the campus.
Gouma-Peterson has made major contri­
butions to the study of women artists, both in 
her course, Women Artists in America since 
1940, and in her curating and published schol­
arship. Particularly notable are an oft-cited 
essay written with Patricia Mathews, “The 
Feminist Critique of Art History” and a brand 
new, strikingly beautiful catalogue of a retro­
spective exhibition of the work of Audrey 
Flack, just published by Harry N. Abrams.
Gouma-Peterson met Faith Ringgold 
’87H and Miriam Schapiro ’83H, whose work is 
featured on our inside and outside back covers, 
through the Women’s Caucus for Art, a national 
oiganization of artists, art historians and muse­
um professionals founded in 1972. She has pub­
lished extensively about both artists.
After seeing Ringgold’s exhibition at the 
Studio Museum in Harlem in 1984, Gouma- 
Peterson determined to exhibit the artists 
work at Wooster. For that retrospective, says 
Gouma-Peterson, Ringgold “created her ‘Street 
S tar/ quilt, a big tryptich: the story of a young 
boy growing up in Harlem. Since that time, 
she has been doing narrative quilts almost 
exclusively.”
On the inside back cover is “Double 
Dutch on the Golden Gate Bridge” from the 
‘Woman on a Bridge” series of quilts in which 
African-American women and girls take over 
American bridges as a statement of independ­
ence. “They’re having a wonderful time danc­
ing on those marvelous structures,” says 
Gouma-Peterson.
“After Womanhouse,’ she returned to 
her studio and work ‘just poured out’ of her. 
One of the first was ‘Lady Gengi’s Maze’ [back 
cover]. One can see in the work how Schapiro 
had been affected by looking at women’s work 
in homes, in kitchens — and her determina­
tion to validate what women had done. The 
quilt patches in the middle seem to free them­
selves, floating out of the hard, straight lines.” 
In 1978, Schapiro coined the term “fem- 
mage” to describe work, “including collage, 
assemblage, decoupage, and photomontage, as 
practiced by women, using traditional women’s 
techniques to achieve their art — sewing, piec­
ing, hooking, cutting, appliqueing, cooking, 
and the like — activities also engaged in by 
men but assigned in history to women.” 
Schapiro has written of her femmage 
“Invitation” [back cover]: “You are invited to a 
dinner for eight. Place mats are set — the 
table arranged. A center piece of flowers.
There are cups, teapots for all. Houses, hearts, 
paint and ribbon — stencils, quilt forms 
snaking through the rigid design.
“I fancy laying this painting on saw 
horses like a tablecloth and having a perfect 
dinner — when have I had a perfect anything? 
Something burns, there isn’t enough salt, the 
pie crust is too thick. But here, in my painting, 
all is ideal. Remember Seneca’s words carved 
in stone over the lintel of our art school facade 
—  ‘ARS DONGA, VITA BREVIS EsT?”
Barbara Bell gave a paper at an international confer­
ence of librarians in Moscow last year, and Richard 
Bell joined her on the trip. While they were there, they 
became observers of a vital moment in the history of 
what is now the former Soviet Union.





















Editor: Jim Blackwood’s (’41) article in Wooster about the College fifty years ago (“The Ivory Tower," Fall 1991) 
moved me deeply because his memories of 
Aileen Dunham awakened memories of my own 
that had been buried for a long time.
His account of her lecturing style was 
almost but not quite what I remembered.
Between 1941 and 1955 she struggled to perfect 
those teaching techniques. It must have been 
an uphill climb. She reputedly read an average 
of a new book a day (300-400 per year) which 
meant that she actually kept up with European 
historiography.
By the time I had her as a teacher, those 
opening cadences were an up-tick faster and 
sometimes about twelve minutes from the end of 
the hour we could sense that she realized that if 
she could nail every point in her notes with a 
powerful or luminous or profound sentence she 
could finish the topic. Often she came close; lis­
tening to her try was worth scores of lectures 
crafted to a fifty minute period.
Reading Jim’s account, I realized that 
there was — what current terminology calls — 
a “sub-text” in those lectures: “I have so much 
to say and so little time to say it” and below that 
stratum “if you care a whit about the world, you 
will have in your lifetimes so much to do and so 
little time to do it.”
She told me politely in a couple of direct 
pieces of advice and by implication in every 
class I attended, that if I had any hope of being 
an historian, I had a lot of intellectual growing 
up to do. It would take a long time but the pro­
cess had to start immediately. I vaguely thought 
that my intellectual shortcomings were irreme­
diable weaknesses that I’d just have to work 
around. But when she chided me in that insis­
tent flat Albertan accent I knew I was hearing 
the truth, and it set me free.
It must have been her custom, but she 
caught me completely by surprise when she fin­
ished her last World War class exactly on 
time—which meant she had raced us through 
most of the 1950s and gotten down to May 1958.
In the two-minutes after the bell, she said good­
bye to her seniors. She said that she expected us 
to surpass her. That was why she was a teacher, 
so that her students could accomplish things 
that she could not have done. As I stumbled out 
of Kauke and hurried toward Chapel, I felt over­
whelmed by the generosity of that closing com­
ment. Howard Lowry’s baccalaureate address on 
“The Big World” — and especially his charge to 
the class of 1958 — was Lowry at his very best; 
but Aileen’s two minute farewell to the seniors in 
World War was the moment I felt sent out into 
the big world, ready or not.
64
L E T T E R S
Us to
All of this makes much more sense to me 
now than it did then or later because I am now 
the age Aileen was when I sat in her classes be­
tween 1955 and 1958. Thanks for reminding me.
Robert Calhoon ’58
Greensboro, North Carolina
I thoroughly enjoyed the articles on 
teaching in the Fall 1991 issue. I was particu­
larly able to connect with the description by 
Gertrude Himmelfarb of a rigorous graduate 
course — the detailed demands and level of per­
fection expected of the students — the likes of 
which are infrequently conveyed in most disci­
plines today. I just completed such a course in 
my Ph.D. track and was most grateful for the 
strong writing emphasis from both my sec­
ondary and Wooster years, frustratingly absent 
for many of my fellow students.
In the spirit of Ms. Himmelfarb’s praise 
of “rigorous scholarship” and historical accu­
racy, I want to call attention to the date cited by 
J.W. Pocock (in the same issue) for the incident 
at Kent State, part of the turbulence which 
shaped the Drushal years which he described. 
Although the protests at Kent, as at many other 
campuses, began in 1969 and earlier, the actual 
May 4th shooting, if that is the specific incident 
to which reference is being made, occurred in 
1970.1 was a sophomore in high school in Kent 
and will never forget the details of that day. May 
4th, 1970, was a turning point for many people 
in terms of just how far those “turbulent times” 
had evolved, so accurate citation is essential.
Again, salutations on the continuing 




In fact, Pocock got it right, and the Editor 
corrected him. Thanks for keeping us straight.
—  Ed.
Congratulations on the magnificent 125th 
anniversary issue of Wooster. From top to bot­
tom, from front to back, it was a masterpiece.
My father taught at the College. I grew 
up in town and hung around the campus as a 
kid. I attended Wooster, graduating in 1956. 
Perhaps I found this issue so fascinating 
because of my personal history and love of the 
place. Perhaps. But I really think this issue 
went far beyond the production of simple nostal­
gia. The writing was superb. The history was 
excellent. (The symposium must have been 
wonderful.) The photography was breathtaking.
What a good job! Thank you.
Scott Craig ’56
Chicago, Illinois
This letter is in response to the letter 
from Hans Johnson in the Summer 1991 issue 
of Wooster.
Mr. Johnson’s letter is indicative of the 
tendency of the “politically correct” movement 
to miss the forest for the trees. While he is cor­
rect in decrying disdain for anyone who isn’t a 
straight white male, he is reading into the 
description of the babushka something which 
is not there. The description of the babushka as 
“a miniature, hunched sequoia” was not to 
objectify her, but rather a photographer’s artis­
tic interpretation of a person using terms with 
which his audience is familiar. Had there been 
no photo in the feature, would Mr. Johnson have 
taken such offense?
Her representation of an “institution,” 
whether de jure or de facto, carries with it 
authority which even Muscovite police dare not 
challenge, as indicated in the feature text. So 
what if it is an institution of age and sex? If Mr. I 
Johnson is so interested in breaking down age 
barriers, how would he feel about a twelve-year- 
old running for the Senate, or even for Pres­
ident? He has judged another culture by his 
own standards, instead of learning how things 
are done in the Soviet Union. His further com­
ments about the babushka’s diet betray an igno­
rance of the hardship which Soviet citizens have 
faced for centuries.
I, too, spent time in Spain, on the same 
program in which Mr. Johnson participated 
(Fall 1987-Spring 1988). I spent a school year 
learning about Spanish society, at times with 
great difficulty. Before the year was over, I was 
able to fool many Spaniards into thinking I was 
from Seville (a province bordering Cordoba). 
While combating the notion that everyone in 
the U.S.A. lives like J.R. Ewing, I learned that 
cultural institutions are not up for judgment by 
foreigners. Those who choose to learn about 
those institutions should not be condemned.
Mark McGrew ’90
Bucyrus, Ohio
I just have to respond to John Ades’ abra­
sive letter because I was an English major 
under Freddie Moore. He was my IS advisor 
and class instructor for several classes. Ades is 
absolutely wrong that “Freddie” was a conde­
scending nickname; it was in fact a term of 
affection and friendliness. Of course it was used 
behind his back; no one I knew in the ‘40s 
would ever have addressed an admired and 
loved professor by his first name or nickname 
(or any other professor either). Nor did anyone 
see Freddie as a “trivial and silly eccentric”; his 
classes were among the most interesting and 
meaningful on campus.
Incidentally, “Freddie” may have been 
based on a catch phrase, “Are you ready for 
Freddie?” whose origin was perhaps a popular 
song or a radio show of the time. My memory 
fails me here. John Ades is way off base.
Robert Mehl ’48
Grand Island, New York
After reading your 125th Anniversary 
Issue I could not help but do a little reminiscing 


























































Wooster and the people who have helped shape 
this fine institution. It all started back in 1919 
when my mother died. She held a Diploma in 
Music from the College (1904). My sister, Jane, 
brother, Lowell, and I were taken to be raised for 
the time being in Wooster. We were taken to the 
home of my aunt, Marne Harding, whose hus­
band ran a hardware store on the square, across 
from the Wayne County Bank.
My father attended Wooster in 1908. This 
was the year that I was born. We lived in a small 
town in Pennsylvania, located near New Castle, 
Pennsylvania, and Youngstown, Ohio, called 
New Wilmington. When it came time in 1925 to 
select a college, it was Wooster. Dr. Waldo H. 
Dunn, a friend of my father, was asked to enroll 
my brother, Lowell, and me, in the Fall class.
My brother went one year and I stayed the 
course for two years.
When Dr. Howard Lowry became 
President in 1944,1 had a conference in his 
office. At that time I was a Captain in the Signal 
Corps on military leave from the Department of 
Speech at Ohio State University and held a 
Ph.D. in Speech and General Linguistics from 
The University of Michigan (1936). There were 
several interesting topics discussed. One of 
them concerned Bill Craig, who was coming to 
Wooster from Capital University, Columbus,
Ohio. I knew Bill as a classmate at Wooster, and 
had seen a wonderful production of Our Town at 
Capital University. 1 told Dr. Lowry that Bill 
would be an asset to Wooster.
In 19641 was elected to handle the forti­
eth reunion meeting of the Class of ’29. In 19691 
found myself involved in a Pennsylvania Library 
Association meeting that posed a conflict. Bill 
Craig came to my rescue and substituted for me. 
Reports indicate that he did a splendid job.
In 19791 attended my last class reunion 
and had the privilege of meeting President 
Henry Copeland. After meeting Dr. Copeland, 
my thoughts are those of a student who has 
come in contact with the best that education has 
to offer. Wooster has been able to secure the 
services of trained minds to lead its students.
I close this report with thanks to The 
College of Wooster for its impact upon my life.
Elbert R. Moses, Jr. ’29
Prescott, AZ
. The Winter 1991 issue carried obituaries
of Ralph N. Buehler ’31 and Paul F. Pfeiffer ’35. 
I’m sure no one on your staff suspected they 
were first cousins and, as such, possibly a first 
for the magazine. The comments about Ralph 
mentioned his brother, Otto ’24, and sister,
’ Bernice ’29. But Paul’s article didn’t note his 
brother, Calvin ’26.
Bernice, who lives in Dover, OH, is a 
retired minister who was in the first class (1932) 
at Yale Divinity School in which women were 
permitted to obtain a degree. Prior to that time 
they were permitted to audit courses.
All five were/are exemplary examples of 
Wooster grads active in church and community, 
and just neat people.
I’m proud to be their first cousin.
Eugene J. Neff‘45
Phoenix, Arizona
L E T T E R S
The night before the students went home 
for Christmas vacation in 1947, The College of 
Wooster had an “innovative” adventure. The 
girls could invite the boys to eat dinner with 
them in Hoover, lower or upper Holden, or 
Babcock dining halls, and the boys could invite 
the girls to eat with them in Kenarden Lodge. I 
was asked to eat in Kenarden. It was the only 
time in four years I entered this male bastion 
for dining.
The fellows had planned their tables.
When we arrived, the first four were already 
standing behind their chairs and waiting for the 
rest. However, the girls were on the incorrect 
sides. (1 am sure my host had found out over 
Thanksgiving what was correct. 1 had, too.) I 
remember my host’s deliberately changing to 
the incorrect side and his softly saying, “What 
difference does it make?” After the blessing, 
when we took our seats, each girl was put into 
her chair by the boys on both sides.
The College had some rather set menus. 
One was based on mashed potatoes, turkey 
with pale yellow giblet gravy, and dressing in 
mounds on a platter — probably put there with 
an ice cream scoop. With cranberry sauce and 
the usual green maraschino cherries — we 
always thought someone paid his tuition with 
green maraschino cherries — the familiar 
seemed festive and lovely that evening.
Our parents would have been very proud 
of our manners. The unused hands stayed in 
the laps with half-folded napkins; we never 
touched the tablecloth. We chewed with our 
mouths shut. We didn’t talk with food in our 
mouths. However, no one talked at all. Each was 
so impressed with the unusual circumstances, 
each was tongue-tied. There was a great deal of 
eye contact among the boys, and subject after 
subject was attempted and abandoned, until 
conversation was reduced to, “Would you please 
pass the salt?” After the meal there was no 
effort to go to chapel as a jovial band. We 
scuttled off into the darkness, two by two.
Delbert G. Lean had retired as head of 
the college speech department in June of 1946. 
My father and older uncle had been two of 
“Lean’s boys,” meaning they were debaters. (My 
father had debated three years in Wooster Prep, 
which was housed in Taylor Hall, and he made 
the college varsity his freshman year.) I first met 
Mr. Lean when I was eleven years old. He 
charmed me, and I would not leave his side — 
which caused some mirth among my parents’ 
friends. (He was kind to a shy, plain child with 
pigtails to her waist and freckles all over her 
nose.) Mr. Lean wrote to me for the next five 
years. When he retired, he and Mrs. Lean 
hosted a dinner downtown in a private dining 
room for his “boys” and their wives, and me. 1 
was especially invited.
Beginning in 1908, it was a college tradi­
tion that before Christmas vacation Mr. Lean 
would give his reading of A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens in the chapel for the college 
and community. After his retirement, Mr. Lean 
taught in other colleges and wintered in 
Florida, while his daughter and her family from 
England lived in the family home on Bever 
Street at the corner of University. (How appro­
priate it is that Mr. Lean’s picture in the present 
debate room, named after him, looks across the 
street to his Tudor-style house.) Mr. Lean had 
not given the reading in 1946. After this time in 
1947 there was an absence of more years before 
his gift of a final series in the 1950s. In 1947 Mr. 
Lean was at his best — vibrant, handsome, and 
strong.
When we arrived at the chapel, early as 
we were, the place was nearly full. We had to sit 
on the front row of the platform, where the fac­
ulty sat during the weekday programs. As one 
looked out at the crowd, it seemed like the per­
fect blending of town and gown. (All of Mrs.
John Bates’s nursery school was present, 
tucked into pews among parents, older neigh­
bors, and students.) On a cold night with a 
crowd, the upper windows of the chapel 
steamed. We were in a world of our own. It was 
expectant and hushed.
At Thanksgiving I had shared with my 
grandmother every detail about this approach­
ing evening. She helped me decide a yellow and 
red taffeta dress was my most appropriate din­
ner gown. I promised her I would remember 
“everything" and tell her. However, after being ill 
three hours, my dear dear friend had died 
December 1. This evening I wore her ring for 
the first time. She had worn it always on her 
right hand — when I last saw her, while she 
died. My grandfather had slipped it on her fin­
ger minutes after their second son was bom. 
There in the chapel, a few feet to my right, on 
the wall was a tablet bearing the name of this 
uncle who died during the First World War. I 
held my right hand so the light of the overhead 
chandelier reflected in her ring. All the saints 
were there with me — their sacrifices, their 
love, their examples that make up my life.
Without introduction or fanfare, at eight 
o’clock Mr. I>ean mounted the chapel platform 
and began. The opening line was, “Marley was 
dead to begin with. There was no doubt what­
ever about th a t___” The audience was in his
hand. Of course he saw me, immediately, and 
he gave me a big grin. Mr. lean had sent the 
album of his reading to my parents as a 
Christmas gift one year. I knew it by heart. That 
evening when he got to some of his favorite 
places, he turned to his right and gave me the 
lines. He was watching for every reaction, and I 
gave him my all, as he spun a tale of marvelous 
witchery. I was thrilled. One can never forget 
the tag line, “As Tiny Tim observed, ‘God bless 
us, every one!”’
We quietly passed to the quadrangle in 
front of Kauke Hall. Around a tall, lighted 
Christmas tree the college and community 
joined hands in a large circle. Someone on the 
far side must have been the designated leader. 
The singing flowed from carol to carol. After 
“Silent Night” the circle broke. Mittened hand 
in gloved hand, the young couple walked across 
the still campus to the girls’ dormitory in won­
derful serenity. A polite and innocent, “Thank 
you. I had a nice evening.” A timid, “I had a nice 
time, too.” “Good night and merry Christmas.” 
“Good night and merry Christmas.”




“I  think thafs when I  first began to want 
some sort of theoretical structure to help me 
understand and interpret what was going on. ”
Above: All of Womens Studies 320, Re-Visions of 
Gender, our cover subject.
P eople come in different ways to the kinds of questions the women’s stud­ies major at Wooster arose to engage. As Vivian Holliday (classical stud- 
ies/history), who joined the Wooster faculty in 
1961, remembers, “I walked into my bank 
needing a $150 loan and tried to explain that I 
worked at The College of Wooster. I wasn’t 
even permitted to sit down. The loan officer 
said, ‘Sorry; we do not give loans to people 
who do not own homes,’ and that was it. I can­
not prove it, but it was my very strong impres­
sion that, had I been a man, we would at least 
have had a conversation. I withdrew the money 
from my little account there and walked into a 
neighboring bank where 1 got my $150 loan.” 
More powerful for Holliday than such 
off-campus irritations, however, were things 
like the “discovery that items discussed for the 
first time in my presence in a committee meet­
ing had been discussed among the majority of 
the men beforehand. A colleague on a commit­
tee with me might walk by my office to that of 
another male member of the committee, shut 
the door, and, I would discover later, talk at 
length with him (as he had already done with 
most of the other men on the committee) 
about a proposal he planned to make.
“It’s little things like that,” says Holliday. 
“I can remember a colleague who, I think, is 
one of my favorite people on campus — a very 
open and honest person — addressing a com­
mittee on which I served as ‘gentlemen’ several 
times. I know that the colleague did not mean 
to exclude me, but it really did hurt because, at 
that particular moment, I know that the person 
was not seeing me but my five male col­
leagues. I was there, but it wasn’t registering.
“I was there, 
but it wasn’t registering. ”
“It’s that sort of thing that prompts one 
to ask, “Why is this the case? I know that these 
are people who use their minds, who analyze 
things. There must be something very, very 
deep behind this kind of behavior, because I 
know that they are not discriminatory or preju­
diced in general.’ I think thafs when I first 
began to want some sort of theoretical struc­
ture to help me understand and interpret what
was going on.
Yvonne Williams (black studies/political 
science, dean of faculty), who joined the facul­
ty in 1978, remembers “overhearing a conver­
sation, shortly after my father died. Some of 
his friends were at the house, and my mother 
was strategizing about ways to keep my sister 
in college. One of the men said to her, ‘Evelyn, 
why are you worried about educating these 
girls? They’re only going to get married and g° 
home and raise children.’ And I can see the 
look on her face when she said, They may be 
in the same position I’m in some day, having to 
support their children, and I don’t want them 
to have to scrub floors to do it.’”
Karen Beckwith (political science), who 
came to Wooster in 1985, remembers: “Some 





‘“I f  we don’t know your husband’s 
name we can’t bill you.’”
of Feminist Theory’ discussion group. For the 
first time, it was not just me. There were fifteen 
or twenty people sitting around a table, really 
intelligent women and men, talking about fem­
inist theory. I thought I had died and gone to 
heaven.”
Carolyn Durham (French, coordinator of 
women’s studies) arrived at Wooster in 1976. 
About the time she finished her Ph.D. disser­
tation, she remembers, she received a ques­
tionnaire from her college French department.
“It asked questions that nobody had ever 
asked at Wellesley, like ‘how has being a 
woman affected your life in graduate school?’ 1 
remember very clearly responding, ‘Of course 
it had no effect whatsoever. Why are you ask­
ing these questions?’ I was amused.
“Something happened very shortly after 
that that probably had to do with actually 
working for a living. In my first job in a small 
town, finding a doctor, I heard people say over 
and over, ‘Yes, but whafs your husband’s 
name? If we don’t know your husband’s name
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to the university bookstore, to the women’s 
studies section, and picked up books and took 
them home and read them. But I did not have 
my first conversation about feminist theory 
until I got to Wooster, in 1988, in the ‘Friends
University of Kentucky [where she was an 
undergraduate from 1968 to 19721 were hold­
ing a teach-in of some kind, and 1 picked up 
some literature, read it, and thought ‘Oh.
Right. O.K.’
“Of course that’s not quite how it was, 
but after reading Betty Friedan’s The Feminine 
Mystique and Simone DeBeauvoir’s The 
Second Sex and Judith Syfer’s article, “Why I 
Want a Wife,” a lot of things made sense to me 
that had not in the past.
“Also, I did my senior honors thesis on 
U.S. government strategies for getting women 
into the work force during the Second World 
War and out of it after. Essentially, when the 
government needed women in the work force, 
it provided us with a lot of support to help us 
be there. As soon as they did not need us, 
Congress took it all away (including the only 
federally funded daycare centers ever created 
in this country that were not related to finan­
cial need) despite the protests of women work­
ers and of the Women’s Bureau, which had 
found that women wanted to keep their jobs — 
liked the financial independence and the 
autonomy and power the jobs provided, how­
ever limited.”
‘“Have I  done it incorrectly? 
Am I  stupid?”’
When Jenifer Ward (German) got to grad­
uate school in the early ’80s, “I was in large 
classes of mostly men taught exclusively by 
male professors. I did not think that was some­
thing strange; I was fairly used to that. But I 
noticed something that was strange. I could 
answer a question and be acknowledged with a 
‘Hmmm; that’s very interesting’ followed by the 
professor’s continuing to cast his net until a 
male student who sat across from me said 
essentially the same thing and the professor 
leaned forward and said very excitedly, ‘exactly!’” 
“1 thought, ‘Is there some problem, 
here? Have I done it incorrectly? Am 1 stupid? 
Am I not articulate?’ I struggled along with 
that, and I put the blame on myself, thinking I
Vivian Holliday (classical 
studies/history) is editing a 
collection of essays on lead­
ership. Several of the essays 
will be her own, on leader­
ship in antiquity.
Karen Beckwith (political science) will present “Women 
and Miners’ Strikes: Studying Women’s Participation in 
Men’s Political Movemments" at the 1992 European 
Consortium for Political Research meetings in 
Limerick, Ireland. She is presently chair of the political 
science department.
was inarticulate, until I took a course in 
German cinema with a young visiting woman 
professor, Angelika Bammer. All of a sudden, 
literally on the first day, I knew that this was a 
markedly different experience. I knew that I 
was being taken seriously, that my interests in 
texts were being addressed and not trivialized. 
That I thought certain things were interesting 
was not, in fact, stupid or trivial. 1 was not inar­
ticulate. I learned that there really were names 
for what I was interested in.
“Then she left, and 1 was alone again, 













Carolyn Durham (French/womeris studies), r., has just 
published The Contexture of Feminism: Marie 
Cardinal and Multicultural Literacy (Champaign- 
Urbana: The U. of Illinois Press, 1992). Jennifer Read 
'93 is at left.
we can’t bill you.’ Or at a party having someone 
say, ‘So you’re new in town. What do you do? 
What does your husband do?’ — and a couple 
of minutes later, ‘So what did you say your hus­
band did again?’ I think probably those experi­
ences had something to do with the change in 
my thinking.
“I don’t believe for a minute that universi­
ties are ivory towers. But to the extent that any 
place in the world is, it may be the University 
of Chicago, where I did my graduate work.
And while there, I was certainly at an age 
when I could be perfectly happy immersed in 
books and libraries for hours at a time. There 
really wasn’t any connection for me between 
what most people call reality and my scholar­
ship because my own life was those books and 
those libraries. I think it was the discovery of 
reality that the classroom and living on one’s 
own inevitably bring home that made me 
understand that my thinking had not been very 
complex.
Obviously, a single woman has no 
answer to the question, “What does 
your husband do?”
“At any rate, I began to realize that the 
questions Wellesley asked in that question­
naire were perhaps things that I should think 
about. I participated in a National Endowment 
for the Humanities seminar in the summer of 
1978 led by Germaine Bree. I was the 
youngest person in that seminar, in my early 
thirties, but I discovered that I knew least
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about what had been going on — not just in 
some new discipline that was being called 
women’s studies, about that time, but about 
what had been going on in French studies. I 
was ignorant because I did not know what 
women had been doing and had not been 
thinking in feminist terms.
“I don’t remember the change so much 
as difficult as I remember its being exciting. 1 
like difficulty; I like complexity. At the time, 
certainly there were all kinds of questions 
about whether one were on the right track or 
whether any of this made any sense. 
Nonetheless, it all gradually came together, 
and the world made sense in a new way.”
The initial question that stimulated 
these scholars’ thinking along new lines 
seems to have been, “Why am I treated as if I 
were something other than what I have good 
reason to believe myself to be?” Obviously, a 
College of Wooster faculty member could — 
even in the 1960s — handle a $150 personal 
loan. Obviously, there is no difference between 
the same intellectual point made by a man and 
by a woman. Obviously, a single woman has no 
answer to the question, “What does your hus­
band do?” no matter how often repeated.
From these questions emerge questions 
about larger patterns. As Karen Beckwith puts 
it, “Why was it that I saw lots of talented, smart 
women not speaking in class, not holding pub­
lic office, marrying and disappearing into 
obscurity? Why was social life organized in the 
way it was? A lot of that had made no sense to 
me personally, and reading about political and 
economic structural arrangements that influ­
enced people’s ways of behaving and making 
choices began to clarify a lot of things.”
One hears these scholars describing I 
similar experiences not so much as wounding c 
but as anomalies — in the sense that term is r 
used to talk about the development and v
change of theories. Some argue that dominant s 
theories in the sciences change partly because 
of accumulations of instances that do not fit 1 
easily, of events that the ruling theory has to 
stretch itself — often awkwardly — to account 1 
for. Ultimately, a theory becomes so distorted i 
by exceptions to its rules that it is too ponder- j ' 
ous to explain things. It is then ripe for 1
replacement by new fundamental assumptions 
that find new consistencies among what before 
seemed contradictory exceptions.
Holliday’s story about what at first 
seemed like oddly thoughtless treatment from 
admired colleagues is a textbook example.
One comes to know colleagues as intelligent, 1 
open people, devoted to critical thinking and ; 
determined to look beyond the surface of 
things. When — often in contrast to what they 1 
have said about equity — they exhibit a pattern : 
of thoughtless behavior with respect to 
women, the pattern appears as an anomaly. It i 
does not fit with the assumption that intelli­
gent, analytic, critical thinkers look beyond 
surfaces and transcend bias. Multiplication of 
such anomalies prompts one to look for new 
ways of thinking about people that help one to 
understand what is otherwise inexplicable.
The theory is then ripe for 
replacement by new 
fundamental assumptions.
Mark Weaver (political science), who 
came to Wooster in 1978, offers another 
example. During his first year in graduate 
school in the early ’70s, he was invited by the 
senior graduate students in his department to 
join their political theory discussion group. He 
was flattered, but he was surprised, at his first 
meeting, not to see a fellow graduate student 
who had been a friend since college.
“I asked about her, and they hemmed 
and hawed and never did give me a reason. I 
concluded that it was because she was a 
woman, and I found that incredible. I said I 
would not continue to participate if they did 
not invite my friend, and they said something 
like ‘O.K. Thafs fine with us.’ I had a long con­
versation with my friend about her exclusion 
from various other things in the graduate pro­
gram, and none of it made any sense. It was 
the early ’70s, and it was Massachusetts, the 
state that was voting for McGovern, the state 
whose progressivism people joked about — 
the ‘politically correct place of the time. It 
seemed shockingly backward.”
“Our culture was in all kinds of transi­
tion in the 1970s,” says Joanne Frye (English)i 
who joined Wooster’s faculty in 1976, “and 
ideas outside the traditional views were cultuf" 
ally available in general. One would talk to 
other women, and questions about women’s 
roles would be on our minds. Those of us who 
were readers turned to what other women had 
written: I immersed myself in reading novels
by women — all kinds of novels, re-reading all 
of Jane Austen and then everything contempo­
rary I could find, pursuing widely and wildly 
what I could get my hands on to try to under­
stand my life as a woman.”
One’s own life is only the beginning, 
however.
Madonna Hettinger (history) came to 
Wooster in 1989, and she points out that, “In 
medieval studies, feminism has provided us 
with some new ways to ask questions about 
history. Twenty years ago, there was one great
One’s own life is only 
the beginning, however.
book on women in the Middle Ages, and, if 
you were lucky, you heard one lecture about 
The Medieval Woman. It’s still a great book, 
but now there are a lot of more specialized 
studies on the lives of women in the Middle 
Ages showing that some of our traditional gen­
eralizations in history just do not work.
“It was thought that women were pawns 
of male society, that they had no legal identity, 
that perhaps they were precursors of the 'help­
less woman’ of Victorian society, that there was 
no work outside the home. It was an attempt to 
make a medieval lady of the upper class into 
The Medieval Woman, and it was obviously 
inaccurate, in retrospect. Studies now find 
women’s workshops, women in the textile 
industries, women brewers, women in the pas­
toral economy, women in the market place.
And of course, things change over time and 
geography within the thousand years of the 
Middle Ages, and there are differences 
between urban and rural situations and differ­
ences based on class. The complexity is just 
staggering.”
Hettinger’s evidence is a sample of the 
data that confirms her colleagues’ hypothesis 
that traditional ways of looking at the world 
often could not see women who were there. 
That brings back the theoretical issues in this 
discussion. As it happens, Mark Weaver had 
become curious about these before his friend 
was denied participation in a student discus­
sion group because she was a woman.
“I was convinced,” he says, “that much 
of the work being done in political science was 
off the mark, not because of the accuracy of 
the data being collected, but rather because of 
the background assumptions at work in the 
discipline. However, I found it very difficult to 
get at the kinds of assumptions that work in 
political science because political scientists 
tend not to formulate their assumptions. They 
simply operate with them. It was very difficult 
to pin them down.”
For example, one could assume that the 
workings of entire political systems are deter­
mined by elite behavior. Such an assumption 
would yield studies of the behavior of small 
groups like members of Congress or of the 
Cabinet or a network of Cabinet department 
staffs and the think tanks with whom they 
work — yielding explanations of policy shifts 
during the Vietnam War, for example.
“But what if the assumption that elite 
group behavior explains it all neglects other 
forms of political behavior which may be at 
work in the system?” Weaver asks. ‘There may 
well be people active in volunteer organiza­
tions, perhaps in unions, perhaps in peace 
movements, who also make a difference. The 
assumption that we can learn about how politi­
cal systems operate from studying elites is not 
the only possible assumption.
“My questions are not purely abstract. 
The epistemological assumptions deployed by 
political scientists in their work affect their 
conclusions. Whose behavior should we look 
at to find explanations? What constitutes politi­
cal behavior? How do we measure? How do we 
talk about it? All of these have concrete, 
demonstrable results.”
Eventually, Weaver discovered that the
Mark Weaver (political science) is at work on a study 
of the feminist critique of science.
most powerful critical analyses of the assump­
tions behind research were emerging from 
feminist theory. For example, there is some 
revelatory feminist criticism of Robert Dahl’s 
classic 1961 work, Who Governs? Democracy 
and Power in an American City, an examina­
tion of the governing process in New Haven, 
Connecticut.
Traditional ways of looking at the 
world often could not see women 
who were there.
“Dahl looked at PTA organizations as 
one avenue for future leaders,” says Weaver. 
“His conclusion is that it was the people who 
were more involved and more able who moved
into leadership positions. But as Virginia 
Shapiro has shown, his interviews indicate that 
men were much less involved than women.
The men in his interviews say things like, ‘My 
wife dragged me along and they made me the 
leader.’
“Moreover, his other data show that 
most of the active people in the PTA were 
women. So his own data show that — contrary 
to his conclusions — it was not a process in 
which the most active, aggressive, and inter­
ested people rose to leadership positions. It 
was men, independent of the variables he 
cites. Clearly, there was something going on in 
the process for which Dahl’s assumptions did 
not allow him to account.”
A vital consequence of this line of think­
ing is that “objectivity” is not a general thing. It 
must be discussed in relation to the particular 
subject under study. “Often in the social sci­
ences,” says Weaver, “we are studying subjects 
that require an approach to objectivity that dif­
fers from the attempt at scientific neutrality."
In such cases, one might strive for 
objectivity by making clear one’s own relevant 
assumptions in any report of the research. A 
reader would then be in a position to evaluate 
the results in light of the assumptions about 
knowledge and about the world that underlie 
the researcher’s approach. In a situation where 
assumptions must have an effect upon how the
Notions of objectivity have 
been used to hide assumptions 
from examination.
researcher sees, this approach would be deci­
sively more objective than the unspoken (per­
haps even unthought) assumption of perfect 
neutrality. Indeed, as Weaver remarks, many 
feminists have argued that notions of objectivi­
ty have been used to hide assumptions from 
examination.
A further consideration arises from the 
analysis of assumptions. “When dealing with 
human behavior,” says Weaver, “one is looking 
at agents who have consciousness that affects 
the way they behave. Social scientists and social 
theorists, at least in the long term, have tremen­
dous impact on consciousness. We must 
acknowledge that that’s the case, I think.”
As a result of such thinking, scholars in 
women’s studies usually adopt two assump­
tions: 1) There is no such thing as generalized 
“scientific objectivity” in research whose sub­
ject is human behavior; and 2) Such research 
affects people’s lives, whatever the intent of the 
researcher.
Both of these conclusions have been 
attacked as dangerous. It has been argued that 
to give up on “scientific objectivity” is to 
embrace license and to assure shoddy work. 
Others object to the claim that research and 
scholarship affect people’s lives because it 
leads to the contamination of scholarship by 
politics. Some critics seem honestly to fear 
that this sort of thing will bring down the
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whole edifice of Western thought. On inspec­
tion, however, the development of women’s 
studies at Wooster seems not to be moving 
that way.
Old College catalogues and course 
schedules are partial records at best; they do 
not record what was said in the classroom. But 
there are several descriptions of courses 
taught in 1971-72 that mark the beginning of 
formal thought about the anomalies men­
tioned above from which one may trace the 
development of today’s women’s studies pro­
gram. Female and Male, an interdepartmental 
course taught by Teresa Vilardi (history) and 
Penelope Washbourne (religious studies) 
examined “the physiological and psychological 
bases for the traditional definitions of mas­
culinity and femininity.”
“I was a woman in the field of religion,” 
remembers Washbourne, who now lives in 
California, “and I was beginning to recognize 
that feminine psychology and models of female 
development were missing. The model of 
humanity was a masculine model. The 
imagery and traditions of the religion in which 
I had been raised lacked recognition of the 
feminine. I had begun to read about the psy­
chology of women’s development and to try to 
look at theology from a woman’s point of view. 
It was new territory; nobody much was work­
ing on it.” The course helped her with the 
thinking that ultimately went into her 1975 
book, Becoming Woman: The Quest for 
Wholeness in Female Experience.
“The model of humanity 
was a masculine model. ”
In the same winter quarter, Glenn 
Bucher (religious studies) taught Liberation 
and Oppression in Contemporary America, in 
which one of the readings was Germaine 
Greer’s The Female Eunuch. That was also the 
quarter in which James Turner (history, who 
died in 1986) taught Modern American Social 
History for the first time, a course which stud­
ied “the development of American society 
since the late nineteenth century with empha­
sis on the topics of urbanization, industrializa­
tion, ethnic groups, and sexual roles.”
In 1972-73, Beth Irwin Lewis ’56 (art), 
then a part-time lecturer in history, organized 
an informal discussion group called “the 
women’s table.” “I had just become aware of 
Title IX,” she remembers, “and I was working 
with a small group of women faculty, trying to 
get our voices heard.” The key section of Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
which became law on July first of that year, is 
as follows: “No person in the United States 
shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from 
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or
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be subjected to discrimination under any edu­
cation program or activity receiving Federal 
financial assistance.”
In 1973-74, Lewis organized the 
Women’s Lecture Series, in which, for exam­
ple, Helen Osgood (history emerita) talked 
about the correspondence between Abigail 
and John Adams in which Abigail urged the
“The idea was to make the presence 
of women faculty visible. ”
recognition of women in the U.S. Constitution. 
“The idea was to make the presence of women 
faculty visible,” says Lewis, “to demonstrate 
the kind of work they were doing.”
In addition, Lewis collected data on the 
College’s employment practices with respect to 
women, compared with national averages. The
Dean of Faculty Yvonne Williams (political 
science/black studies) studies structural factors which 
affect women’s criminal behavior. She has an article 
forthcoming in Josephine Wrighfs collection of articles 
in honor of Eileen Southern.
data, which she shared widely, showed that 
nearly all the appointments made at Wooster 
during the ’60s had been of men.
“By the third year of the table,” says 
Lewis, “we had begun to bring in colleagues 
from other institutions — Akron, Oberlin, 
Kent — to talk about women’s interests and 
history. ” In 1974-75, the faculty committee on 
the status of women was formally established
to continue discussion both of Lewis’s con­
cerns about equitable practice and of the devel­
oping set of courses that engaged gender 
issues in an academic context.
“I think the English and history depart­
ments, with strong assists from Vivian Holliday 
in classical studies and Glenn Bucher in reli­
gious studies, developed the earlier courses,” 
says Deborah Hilty (English, Secretary of the 
College). For example, Hilty and James Turner 
team-taught an interdepartmental course, 
Women in History and Literature, in 1972. “A 
couple of students came to see me at Jim’s 
suggestion,” remembers Hilty. “They wanted 
to do a course that looked at women’s issues, j 
and Jim had agreed to do the history part, but 
it was his idea that there ought to be some lit­
erature as well. We met in the formal lounge ol 
Miller Manor.”
The course focused on the period 
1880-1920 and read William O'Neill’s Everyow 
Was Brave, on the women’s suffrage move­
ment, Henry James’ novel The Bostonians, anc 
two collections of short stories, Kate Chopin’s 
The Awakening and Other Stories and Edith 
Wharton’s Roman Fever and Other Stories. 
Hilty remembers that the student who really 
made it go was Chuc Gaver ’75. “He wasn’t 
originally going to be part of the course,” she 
says, “but he audited it — and brought along 
issues of Ms. magazine and raised everyone’s 
consciousness.”
Harriet Turner, now chair of modem lan­
guages at the University of Nebraska, remem­
bers that her husband came to an interest in 
women’s history through his study of the aboli­
tionist and prohibition movements in the 
United States. He “found a common strand: 
they organized women politically. Women wet* 
leaders in both, and particularly in the prohibi­
tion movement. He came to understand that 
women were agents of history."
Patricia Hill ’73, now an associate profes 
sor of history at Wesleyan University in 
Connecticut, did her independent study with 
Turner in 1972-73. “I think it is only in retro­
spect that I can appreciate how remarkable it 
was that he was enormously supportive of my 
desire to make a central focus of my thesis tW 
question of women’s roles. I wanted to give 
equal play to the role of women and religions 
in the lives of immigrants as described in mid' 
western realistic fiction. His support influ­
enced my decision to pursue my Ph.D. in 
American Studies at Harvard and the choice d 
subject for my first book, on the American 
woman’s foreign mission movement between 
1870 and 1920.”
In 1972-73, Vivian Holliday taught a 
course called Sex Antagonism in Western 
Literature. “One of the things we read was 
Ovid’s Ars Amatoria, a treatise in which there 
is a chapter on how women can win husband* 
Ovid makes it clear that women’s purpose in 
life is to be sexy and pleasing to men and tha* 
their fulfillment depends upon the extent to 
which they can do this. I remember a long 




part of everyday culture) of how woman as 
bunny reminded us of Ovid’s treatment of 
women as playthings for men.
“I had seen these things before, of 
course, in Ovid and in other Roman and Greek 
literature, but I guess all of us women and men 
have had the same sort of training. These 
ideas are so embedded in the culture that we 
have to dig deeply to understand their perva­
siveness. After seeing them, we can begin to 
discuss connections. Perhaps the committee 
colleague did not recognize me because of the 
notion that I was supposed to be pleasant and 
entertaining, not dealing with the troublesome 
problems before the committee at the time.”
The minor was anchored by 
James Turner’s 
Women in Contemporary Society.
During Joanne Frye’s first year with the 
English department, 1976-77, she proposed a 
variation on a course she had prepared at 
Indiana University, to be called Major Fiction 
by Women. “I filled it in a little bit, but it was 
focused on writers I was prepared to defend as 
major, which was, of course, a very defensive 
posture — not one I would take now — and 
then I went on from there.
‘That course identified me as someone 
interested in women’s issues,” says Frye, and 
she was appointed chair of the committee on 
the status of women in 1977. “Bonnie 
Steinbock (philosophy), the previous year’s 
chair, gave me the sense that the next item on 
the committee’s agenda was to pursue thinking 
about a women’s studies minor. So that’s what
the committee did, and we brought to the fac­
ulty in 1978 a proposal for a women’s studies 
minor.”
The minor was anchored by the intro­
ductory course James Turner had offered in 
1977-78 under the title Women in 
Contemporary Society, and it included Frye’s 
Fiction by Women and courses on women’s his­
tory, women in sports, and an integrating, cul­
minating seminar to be taken in the junior or 
senior year.
“We proposed it,” remembers Frye; “the 
faculty voted yes — with very little controversy, 
as I recall, though there was some on campus.
I remember a number of pieces for campus 
publications: ‘What is women’s studies? Why 
do we need it? Why don’t we then have (ha ha) 
“men’s studies”?”’
The approval of the minor stimulated the 
development of other courses “in some rather 
astonishing and rapid ways,” and a women’s 
studies curriculum committee was formed.
The committee on the status of women 
dealt with a range of issues — affirmative 
action, educational policies, compensation 
equity. Frye remembers: “Part of the move to 
form the women’s studies curriculum commit­
tee was to separate curriculum from some of 
those campus life issues. We were not saying 
they were unimportant but only that they were 
different and ought to be kept separate so that 
students did not have the sense that the cours­
es were going to focus on campus life issues.
“Some people find that a troubling sepa-
Some critics see such a claim as a 
reversion to the sophomore’s 
thoughtless cynicism.
Deborah Hilty (English/Education) has been Secretary 
of the College and Executive Assistant to the President 
since 1976.
Joanne Frye (English) is presently chair of the English 
department. She is at work on a book on the short fic­
tion of the contemporary American writer Tillie Olson.
ration, and there are moments in my life when 
I find it troubling, too. But I will defend it; it is 
not helpful to either curriculum or student life 
to see them as fused. Talking about program­
ming in the residence halls to oppose sexual 
harassment is different from inquiring into the 
structures of gender arrangements as symp- 
tomized by sexual harassment. Both are 
important. We might hope that the inquiry into 
gender structures would yield some action, but 
the focus in the curriculum is not on that kind 
of direct effort.
“This is highly controversial within 
women’s studies programs,” continues Frye. 
“The program at Wooster, no doubt in part 
because of the faculty who have been central 
in developing it, is focused on epistemological 
questions, on questions of how we construct 
knowledge, how we see the world, what goes 
into changing perceptions and how percep­
tions are related to the choice of actions. It is 
not focused on how one might take direct 
action.”
Yet perhaps because this distinction 
between the academic and the practical is con­
troversial within women’s studies, the public 








simplistic that women’s studies programs offer 
political training.
The matter is further complicated by the 
epistemological affirmation, “Where one 
stands in relation to the world shapes what one 
sees and claims as knowledge,” as Frye puts it. 
Some critics see such a claim as a reversion to 
the sophomore’s thoughtless cynicism: “It’s 
whatever you think it is,” and its nihilistic 
corollary that evidence and argument do not 
matter because every individual will see evi­
dence and understand argument only as that 
individual’s personal beliefs allow.
These criticisms leveled against 
women’s studies programs fear they commit 
the alpha and the omega of academic sins. 
From one comer, they are seen as political 
training programs rather than opportunities for 
objective understanding of a range of issues. 
From the other comer comes the accusation 
of solipsism. If one begins by asserting that 
where one stands will shape what one claims 
as knowledge, then all lines of inquiry must 
circle back to the self.
A dozen conversations with faculty who 
teach in women’s studies did not yield much 
evidence to support the criticisms, though the 
negative arguments are amply understood. 
These teachers’ thinking seems not to have 
worked as the critics predict.
Carolyn Durham says, “I think one of 
the most important developments in women’s 
studies is that things which troubled us in the 
early days do not trouble us so much now. We 
thought that we should always be in agree­
ment, when, in fact, there were enormously 
complex issues about which agreement would 
have been impossible. I think there is more 
willingness now to acknowledge that we do not 
agree and that it’s O.K. that we don’t. If we are
Josephine Wright 
(music/black studies) is 
just now seeing through the 
press New Perspectives on 
Music: Essays in Honor of 
Eileen Southern. It is the 
first festschrift for a black 
musicologist (Eileen 
Southern is professor emeri- 
ta at Harvard.) Wright co­
edited the volume with 
Samuel A. Floyd, Jr.
willing to listen carefully to each other we can 
leam a lot from those disagreements.”
The origin story is 
profoundly academic.
Even in their earliest moments of discov­
ery, the movement of thought for these schol­
ars has rippled outward. Frye says, “Our read­
ing was a way of expanding our experience — 
making it not just personal. You don’t want to 
be alone with what you are experiencing if you 
can help it. It was expanding our own experi­
ence and finding commonalties with other 
people, which is part of why we read.”
Deborah Hilty remembers: “There was a 
period of several years when I did not read any 
literature by men unless I had to, which was 
the silliest thing I ever did, but I did it. At the 
end of it, I went on leave for she months and, 
when I came back, the first thing I taught was 
Milton, whom I had not taught in more than 
ten years. I had thought it would be very hard 
for me, but I discovered how enlightened he 
was. I also discovered that poetry, for me, is in 
part the music, and Milton’s is magnificent 
music.
“I had read some feminist criticism of 
Milton, much of which is very negative. But if 
you read the divorce tracts, one of the guiding 
suppositions there is that there are women 
who can think. If you don’t marry one the first 
time around, you ought to have a chance to try 
again. Of course that’s a gross over- simplifica­
tion, but the idea is there. Eve and other 
female figures in the poems have certain capa­
bilities which other writers in his day did not 
give to women.”
The great wrong women’s studies is 
attempting to right is an intellectual error with 
devastating political consequences. The origin 
story that has developed through this report is 
profoundly academic. That is, a critical insight 
sparked these scholars’ interest in feminist 
criticism: that observable human behavior was 
inconsistent with what they had been taught. 
Their consequent examination of assumptions 
looks everywhere. Any work is vulnerable to 
analysis of the distorting power of its under­
lying assumptions. Try getting a class in 
women’s studies to agree; see how far you get.
This is in part because an early and con­
tinuing concern in women’s studies has been 
to stay alert to differences. Originally a 
response to our culture’s tendency to make 
women invisible behind “gentlemen” and 
“mankind,” it has led to new curiosities like 
Madonna Hettinger’s about women in the 
Middle Ages. On second thought, as it were, 
women could not all have been just like The 
Medieval Lady. Some of them must have 
worked on farms. Once one’s assumptions 
allow that hypothesis, one can begin to look 
for evidence to disconfirm or confirm it. 
Without the assumptions, neither the hypothe­
sis nor the resulting research will occur.
Joanne Frye says, “One of the things I 
think we are all taught is to expect that a 
theory will be inclusive, and one of the 
insights of feminist theory is that it must be a 
constantly negotiable general claim. It never 
fits truth. Ifs never comprehensive. One for­
mulates an interpretive response to questions 
about gender and then one keeps not only test­
ing it but changing it, because part of the 
effort of feminist analysis is to change the 
social reality on which any theory is based. So 
ifs a moving target.
“It had better change or else society’s in 
stasis, and gender relationships are fixed in 
the current arrangement. That makes feminist 
theory particularly complicated. It has to be 
malleable; it has to have built into it the notion 
of change. One wants not only to account for 
what is but for what supports it, what might 
alter it, what is required to improve it, to make 
gender arrangements more equitable.”
Feminist analysis determinedly 
makes its own assumptions explicit•
__-
In part because it is founded on the 
questioning of assumptions, feminist analysis 
determinedly makes its own assumptions 
explicit. Moreover, feminist analysis remains 
alert to movement, thought, and evidence out­
side the self. Because the conviction at its cot1 
is that there are many voices, it seems deter­
mined to keep listening.
However, in making its own assumption5 
explicit — an exercise not often encountered $ 





One wonders about the kinds 
of new insights women’s studies 
has begun to provide.
There were two major milestones after 
the approval of the women’s studies minor in 
1976. One was a new half-time position in 
women’s studies that rotates among depart­
ments (Carolyn Durham holds that position 
this year). Essentially, this move provided 
structural support for the coordinator of the 
women’s studies program that was not at the 
expense of the coordinator’s primary depart­
ment.
In 1989, the faculty approved a major in 
women’s studies. This year’s Catalogue lists 
twenty-seven courses in the major, five from 
the program itself and the rest offered by other 
departments, including art, economics,
English, political science, psychology, and 
sociology. There are at present fifteen students 
who have declared women’s studies majors and 
at least half a dozen minors.
The proposal of the major, presented to 
the educational policy committee by the cur­
riculum committee that has administered the 
minor since 1976, sums up the program’s 
focus as follows:
Women’s studies i s . . .  an interdisci­
plinary area of study that is unified by a 
feminist perspective. Its methods are the 
methods of scholars working in a number 
of traditional disciplines: statistical analysis, 
content analysis, textual criticism, case 
studies, archival research, observation. But 
it focuses its use of these methods through 
a concerted attention to women’s lives, to 
gender as a system of social organization, 
and to the knowledge needed to under­
stand and alter sexual inequities.”
The “operative premises” of the feminist 
perspective cited above are five, according to 
the Catalogue’s description of the major: that 
gender is an important category in human 
social organizations, that women are denied 
power and privilege because of their sex in 
most known societies, that women are a 
diverse group shaped by many factors but
Jenifer Ward’s (German) principal research interest is 
new German cinema by women.
and I think they made the claims of women’s 
studies seem pretty real and defensible from 
the beginning in a way that might not have 
been true at other kinds of institutions.
“Its in the College Catalogue,” Frye con­
tinues. “I assume that becomes a selector for 
students who choose to come here. Its in 
Henry Copeland’s convocation speeches, too, 
and the speeches of presidents before him. 
Essentially the College takes the position that 
knowledge is valuable for its own sake but that 
what we know and how we know have implica­
tions for what we do and how we live. That 
understanding is in the atmosphere.”
Perhaps the key sentence in the 
Catalogue, in this regard, is in the opening 
description of Wooster’s history and purpose: 
'The aspiration to join the ability to think logi­
cally with the ability to act morally, to link sci­
ence with service, to educate the heart as well 
as the mind, was present from the beginning 
and continues to inform the College and its 
graduates today.”
The problems and questions with which 
women’s studies is designed to cope are clear. 
At the most obvious level, even the most vigor­
ous opponents of women’s studies usually 
agree that women are not represented in pri­
vate or public enterprises according to their 
abilities and desires — and that they are paid 
less for the same work when they get there 
(about 26 percent less on average in 1990, 
according to the Department of Labor). But 
these observations are not new.
One wonders about the kinds of new 
insights women’s studies has begun to provide. 
Has it done more than raise good questions 
about traditional practice?
With respect to opening up new areas of 
study, the question is easily answered these 
days. As Josephine Wright (music/black stud­
ies) puts it, “We know that, because of social 
prescriptions, there were no early giants 
among women composers comparable to Bach 
and Beethoven, and I don’t make that pretense. 
What I attempt to do is to look at music history 
as a branch of social history, and we cannot 
write a definitive history of music in Europe or 
music in this country without studying women 
and blacks.
“Black and white women have been 
involved in music making in this country since 
its very beginning as teachers, concert per­
formers, and entrepreneurs as well as com­
posers. They are as much a part of the 
American musical experience as the great 
composers are. Music students must have a 
well-rounded understanding of more than the 
theory and history of the great male com­
posers. They need an understanding as well of 
non-Western musical traditions and the work 
of women as part of a complete education.”
The major’s open declaration 
of its connection to justice 
and equity is unique.
Susan Figge (German and women’s 
studies), on leave this year at Princeton 
University, is deeply immersed in research that 
has “increasingly come to bear on questions of 
gender in looking at postwar German attempts 
to come to terms with the German past. 
Women’s memoirs and fiction have insisted on 
the patriarchal dimensions of fascism. But it 
isn’t just a matter of listening to what women 
have to say about the matter; it is that once one 
takes gender seriously, it is possible to see 
what was not visible before. For example, if we 
pay attention to Nazi language about mascu­
line and feminine, we get a better sense of how 
that ideology appealed successfully to contem­
porary social and personal anxieties in the 
nation.”
“As a medievalist,” says Madonna 
Hettinger, “I look at the Renaissance with a 
kind of begrudging envy because there were 
so many dramatic things happening and there 
is so much available to document them. There
whose sex has been a recurrent basis for 
subordination, that women’s interpretations of 
their lives are an appropriate source of knowl­
edge, and that knowledge generated from 
women’s understandings is an important part 
of an effort to eliminate social inequities.
The major’s open declaration of its con­
nection to justice and equity is unique in its 
directness. However, a number of faculty inter­
viewed for this article pointed out that such a 
connection is hardly unique in Wooster’s his­
tory. Frye sees the College’s institutional iden­
tity as having been particularly hospitable to 
the program’s development.
“I have talked to people at other institu­
tions who are constantly fighting resistance 
and objection,” she says, “and that’s not been 
the context in which we’ve done women’s stud­
ies at Wooster. The College has a history of 
commitment to interdisciplinary work and a 
history of valuing ways of thinking about the 
connection between knowledge and how we 
live. Those are central in Wooster’s tradition,
women’s studies makes some people uncom­
fortable. “I think thafs partly because of the 
way in which gender touches all of us in very 
immediate ways,” says Frye. “Even the most 
academic discussion of gender makes us 
rethink how we’re living our very own lives.” 
But as should be clear by now, it is not 
just gender arrangements that women’s studies 
is willing to question. “All knowledge has real 
implications for how we see, for how we think, 
for how we live,” says Frye, “and it is political 
to that degree. We’re more explicit about that 
and would encourage other people to be more 
explicit about their assumptions as well. It is 
not only gender arrangements but academic 
arrangements that we’re asking people to 
rethink. In colleges and universities, that hits 





In her research, Madonna 
Hettinger (history) is using 
British legal records to 
investigate the emerging 
legal identity of the newly 
free laboring classes in 
fifteenth-century England.
were changes in mentality, economic changes, 
political changes, experiments with many dif­
ferent state systems, changes in the relation­
ships between men and women, changes in 
family relations. All of this is very exciting 
stuff, and I didn’t learn any of it when I first 
studied the period because it was taught as the 
lives of five rich guys.”
Yvonne Williams has been intrigued by 
questions alert to differences within gender in 
her research on women’s criminal behavior 
and the social structures that affect it. “Black 
women cluster at the two ends of the crime 
spectrum; their rate of arrest is higher for vio­
lent crimes and more petty crimes. There are 
almost no black women arrested for white 
collar crime, and these are differences not 
accounted for by class. One would not have 
examined such differences before.”
Karen Beckwith says, “Peggy Macintosh 
argues that women’s studies has done different 
things at different stages of its development. In 
its first stage, it simply pointed out how women 
had been silenced and excluded in the study of 
a variety of disciplines. In my discipline, given 
that political science’s focus is on government 
and the state, it was easy to ignore women as 
political actors. Women’s studies has helped us 
recognize not only when women are political 
actors but specifically where women’s activism 
has been precluded. Next, women’s studies
helped to begin to fill in those gaps. In political 
science, it allowed us to investigate particular 
conditions that might encourage women’s 
political involvement, to reveal how those con­
ditions differed by gender, and to identify ways 
of bringing about political change for women.
“A third stage raises questions about 
how we know what we know. Are we seeking 
information in ways that can yield us only 
knowledge that’s partial or primarily about 
men? Are there other ways of finding out,
One wishes more people would 
think back to early encounters 
with really new ideas.
other ways of thinking about the political uni­
verse that will help us more fully explain what 
we think we’re explaining, that will allow us to 
predict with more confidence what might hap­
pen under similar circumstances?”
The two dozen faculty presently teach­
ing courses in the women’s studies program 
are characterized by one as “a lively, quick, 
sophisticated” group. Such qualities are in par­
ticular demand because of what Frye calls the 
unavoidability of gender. It is very difficult to 
talk about gender, even in the most abstract 
discussions, without revealing personal com­
mitments. In a classroom where the teacher is 
not alert to this, students can find themselves 
pasting easy labels on one another. It takes 
courage to speak one’s opinion, and an instruc­
tor must develop firm mutual understanding 
and trust within the class.
Some students have been led to antici­
pate a political line in the classroom, a set of 
“feminist rules” whose violation will result in 
some unimaginable punishment. Women stu­
dents sometimes feel, for example, that they 
will “get in trouble” if they admit to liking 
housework or to looking forward to mother­
hood. Men and women sometimes feel that 
they cannot suggest that gender inequalities 
are the result of natural distinctions.
In all the controversy surrounding these 
matters, one wishes more people would think 
back to early encounters with really new ideas. 
Plato’s forms can cause one to find all manner 
of ugliness in human behavior that had before 
seemed quite satisfactory. This can lead to 
arrogance and despair. Encounters with analy­
ses of the state in Hobbes and Locke and 
Rousseau can help one find different operating 
assumptions underlying structures of govern­
ment one had assumed “just happened.” This 
can lead to revolutions. Encounters with reli­
gious texts can lead one to ask new questions 
about purpose and meaning that lead to new 
commitments. Novels and poems can lead one 
to sympathies — to feelings — one did not 
know existed.
Often, the new ideas and the new feel­
ings force us to put away old ones, and often 
those were the honest, loving gifts of parents. 
Encounters with powerful new ideas can be 
extremely painful, but we have a tendency to 
forget the pain as we grow away from it.
Jenifer Ward says, “Maybe the world is 
complicated a bit for my students when they 
have to take women into explicit account. It 
might be much easier to say we’re all one 
family, the family of man, all God’s children. 
Those sorts of unifying categories are very 
comfortable, perhaps in ways that we need for 
our emotional well being.
“But students are really resilient. Once 
they figure out that, in fact, we’re going to 
explore three facets instead of one, they recon­
cile themselves to that, and they get with the 
program, and they do it. Sometimes, after hav­
ing done it, they prefer to keep their world 
intact as it was already constituted. But I think 
that even then there is intellectual gain for 
them from interacting with the question: ‘Am ‘ 
going to take this perspective into considera­
tion or not?”’
A liberal education is supposed to jolt 
the blithe assumption that everything is 
unchanging and without cause. If studies of 
history, philosophy, art, societies and nature ^ 
not complicate one’s sense of the world and 
how it got that way, they are being directed 
very badly indeed. Acutely conscious of the 
dangers of hidden agendas, women’s studies 
lays its carefully thought interests face-up on 
the table, and they open fascinating and pro­




Participating in a Radical 
Tradition: Women Faculty 
1880 -1 9 6 0
by Karen Taylor
The women who helped shape the College 
as it exists today demonstrate that tradition is a 
multifaceted notion, and one woman’s tradition 
may be another woman’s poison.
The University of Wooster faculty in 1896-97, behind 
Old Main. Thp row, I. to r.: Henri Behoteguy, Alice 
Davis, Elias Compton, unidentified, Claude Davis, 
Minnie Carrothers McDonald, William Seelye, uniden­
tified, Emma Sonnedecker. Bottom row, I. to r.: S. Hall 
Young, William Z. Bennett, Gertrude Gingrich, John 
Dickason, Samuel Kirkwood, President Sylvester 
Scovel, Thomas K. Davis, Elizabeth Pendleton, Cary 
McAfee, Jonas Notestein.John Black.
T he College of Wooster has made a proud tradition of remembering its traditions. In that, we are like the town of Wooster, “Making tradition a 
part of the future.” But the women who helped 
shape the College as it exists today demon­
strate that tradition is a multifaceted notion, 
and one woman’s tradition may be another 
woman’s poison.
Wooster’s early women faculty exempli­
fied two historically entrenched but often con­
tradictory traditions. The conventional under­
standing was that women were especially 
suited to teaching because they were children’s 
first and often primary nurturers. The radical 
contention was that women, like men, were 
intellectual and political beings whose lives 
and citizenship were best fulfilled when they 
were actively participating in every aspect of 
society.
For the women of Wooster, 
these contending traditions 
were not academic.
These two traditions contradicted one 
another. The former implied that women ought 
to remain involved in the nurturing of children 
(if not directly in the home), and the latter sug­
gested that women ought to be publicly active 
in the education and improvement of society, 
and might not choose marriage, children, or a 
conventional family as their way of living their 
lives. For the women of Wooster, these con­
tending traditions were not academic.
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“Let the ladies of a country be 
educated properly and they will not 
only make and administer its laws, but 
form its manners and character.”
— Benjamin Rush, Essays on 
Female Education in the Early 
Republic, 1787.
“Perhaps you will say you can­
not send them to high schools and 
academies. You can have them taught 
in the first rudiments of useful knowl­
edge, and then you can have private
teachers who will instruct them ___
Let every female heart become united, 
and let us raise a fund ourselves; and at 
the end of one year and a half, we 
might be able to lay the cornerstone 
for the building of a High School___”
— Maria W. Stewart, Religion 
and the Pure Principles of Morality, the 
Foundation on Which We Must Build, 
1831.
“I expect to see our young 
women forming a new era in female 
history.”
— Judith Sargent Murray, 
“Self-Complacency in Female 
Bosoms,” 1784.
That women teach startles few people; it 
is a tradition as old as America itself — indeed 
considerably older. After the American 
Revolution it became women’s raison d’etre: if 
the new republic was to have virtuous citizens, 
women needed to make them so. To that end, 
legislators, local communities, and private 
groups began to open schools, like the Young 
Ladies Academy of Philadelphia in 1787, 
specifically for women. There women could 
learn to educate their own children suitably by 
taking subjects previously labeled male knowl­
edge: math, science, history.
Massachusetts, whose legislature had 
early required new communities to establish 
public schools, passed a law in 1789 that 
forced citizens to use taxes for female as well 
as male public education. By the early nine­
teenth century educated women recognized 
the enormous benefits they themselves were 
receiving through education and began press­
ing for institutions of higher education for 
women. They wanted a more active hand in 
both their own lives and the shaping of 
America’s future. For example, Emma Willard 
established the Troy Female Seminary, where 
women were to be trained especially to 
become teachers, in 1821.
Although most of the schools admitting 
women catered primarily to white women, 
African-American men and women had not 
been silent on the issue of education. White 
colonial America (both north and south) 
passed laws that prohibited the education of 
African-Americans, but black colonists gener­
ally ignored them, educating both their male 
and female children in whatever circumstances 
were available.
Most African-American schools were 
Bible schools, but by the climax of the 
Revolution, African-Americans had succeeded 
in establishing a number of public schools 
open to blacks and whites both. In Raleigh, 
North Carolina, for example, John Chavis 
opened a school in 1803 for free black children 
and for the “collegiate preparation of sons of 
the white gentry” as well. In 1830 the school
Standing: Gertrude 
Gingrich (German), Aileen 
Dunham (history), Rebecca 
Thayer (English), MaryZ. 
Johnson (political science), 
and Clarice Parmelee 
(music). Emeline 
McSweeney (Greek/Latin/ 
French) is seated. The 
photograph was taken in 
the 1930s.
Gertrude Rowe (music).
was still open, and highly praised by whites as 
well as blacks — though it never did have any 
white children among its pupils.
By the time the first shots were fired on 
Fort Sumter, Mt. Holyoke, Harvard, Bowdoin, 
and Dartmouth had opened their doors to 
white women, and Oberlin and a number of 
western state universities were admitting both 
women and men of color. These were in 
addition to approximately thirty-five schools 
and colleges that were established by, staffed 
by, and specifically for people of color. After 
the Civil War the number of such schools in 
the South increased dramatically as both black 
and white teachers (mostly women) flocked 
south. By 1900, 65 percent of all American 
teachers were women, though only about 
5 percent of these taught at the college level: 
approximately one percent were women of 
color (mostly African-American) and the 
remainder white women of many different 
ethnicities.
To assume that these women were part 
of the mainstream of American womanhood 
would be a mistake. What historians have 
come to call the “Cult of True Womanhood” or 
the “Cult of Domesticity” (a system of social 
expectations that prescribed the home as 
woman’s proper place) was firmly in place in 
nineteenth-century America. While few women 
could live up to the Cult’s strictures, those who 
chose to step firmly outside them effectively 
cut themselves off from full social approbation.
Most often, for a woman to choose a 
career in college teaching was to give up moth­
erhood and a traditional family to become, in 
the language of the day, a “spinster,” and thus 
to face the negative connotations associated 
with that status. These were reinforced by 
hostile reactions to the nineteenth-century
women’s movement and the general social con­
demnation of women who aspired to higher 
education.
As one critic put it, “A woman’s brain
involves emotions rather than intellect___
[This] painfully disqualifies her for the sterner 
duties to be performed by the intellectual fac­
ulties.” Another wrote: “Women of masculine
minds have generally masculine m anners___
Queen Elizabeth understood Latin and Greek, 
swore with the fluency of a sailor, and boxed 
the ears of her courtiers.” Few women made 
such a radical choice: in 1890 only two women 
received doctorates in American colleges or 
universities; in 1900 only 23.
When The University of Wooster 
opened its doors it was one more 
piece in this radical legacy.
By all indications, educated women were 
very happy in their decision despite these criti­
cisms. As one Smith graduate declared, 
“Married life looks to me . . .  terribly impover­
ished for women.” They enjoyed strong friend­
ships and active participation in labor move­
ments, settlement houses, temperance reform, 
the woman’s movement, agitation for women’s 
suffrage, and rigorous discussion in social 
clubs that sought the “discernment and under­
standing” of intellectual frontiers. In short, 
they found strength in their independence and 
joy in the liberty it afforded them.When The 
University of Wooster opened its doors in 1868 
it was one more piece in this radical legacy, 
because, as President Lord rejoiced, the 
University would not allow “race, color, or sex’’
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Irish’s life is dramatic evidence 
of the irony with which 
these women lived.
to be impediments to the attainment of citizen­
ship in the “commonwealth of science and let­
ters.” This goal was apparently more easily ful­
filled in student enrollments than in faculty 
recruitment because it was not until 1880 that 
Wooster hired its first female faculty member, 
Annie B. Irish.
Jessie Brockman (English, dean of women).
cination for German literature — all of this at 
age sixteen. When her family returned to the 
United States and settled in Washington, D.C., 
these skills secured for her a position as secre­
tary to the Secretary of Interior, in which she 
translated letters, manuscripts, and books, one 
of which, Landolin, by Berthold Auerbach, was 
later published.
At age seventeen a series of family prob­
lems left her single-handedly supporting her 
father, mother, and two siblings, a task she 
responded to with alacrity for two full years, 
becoming, at the same time, “a recognized fig­
ure in Washington literary circles.” Her enthu­
siasm for learning never wavered, and in the 
following years she returned to Europe to 
study intermittently, worked, and became a 
“special student” at Johns Hopkins University. 
The “specialness” of her study arose from the 
fact that Johns Hopkins neither admitted 
women to graduate studies nor conferred upon 
them graduate degrees. Fortunately, The
University of Wooster had no such scruples, 
and, after careful consideration of her disserta­
tion, it granted her its first Ph.D. in 1882.
Irish continued her dynamic approach 
to life as a professor of German at The 
University of Wooster. In 1883 she, a small 
group of women married to faculty, and a num­
ber of townswomen started the Women’s 
Educational Association (the forerunner of 
today’s Women’s Advisory Board) to fill what 
they perceived as a gap in women students’ 
lives. At the time there was neither a dean of 
women to facilitate women students’ settle­
ment and interaction at the College nor any 
housing for women on campus.
The Women’s Educational Association 
sought to address these needs by planning a 
“cottage system” for housing women similar to 
those established at Smith and other colleges 
of the time. They also offered a variety of activi­
ties and places where women students could 
congregate for mutual support and advice. To 
these ends they enlisted the support of other 
women: “We feel that many women in our 
church will be glad to give at least one dollar 
each year.”
Irish was respected and admired by stu­
dents and faculty alike, and where her career 
might have led her, in what direction she 
might have led the College, we can never know. 
In 1886 she and her sister succumbed rapidly 
to scarlet fever. Sadly, the dissertation over 
which she had struggled so long — not yet 
published — was lost with her, probably in the 
fumigation of her home that followed the 
deaths.
Women very much like Irish quickly 
became the mainstay of the College’s tempo­
rary faculty, acting as instructors and assistants 
in the music, physical education, and language 
departments. They were the bulk of the 
Preparatory School faculty. Emeline 
McSweeney and Elizabeth Pendleton were 
among many other women who drew both stu­
dent acclaim and the College’s appreciation. 
Both began as members of the Preparatory 
School faculty and later became significant 
influences as members of the regular faculty.
McSweeney had been stricken by polio 
at age five, which left her with very limited use 
of her legs and created recurring problems in 
her central nervous system. Her great, great, 
great grandfather, General Reasin Beall, was 
both a veteran of the Revolutionary War and 
one of Wooster’s earliest settlers, and her 
grandfather was one of the founders of the 
University, so it was hardly surprising that she 
found herself drawn to Wooster to receive an 
education. She overcame the physical barriers 
of the stairways and heavy doors to earn her 
B.A., her M.A., and eventually her Ph.B.
McSweeney joined Wooster’s faculty in 
1918 as an instructor of Greek. (She later 
taught Latin and became professor of French 
in 1924.) Her fondness for the College 
extended to the students she taught. In them 
she endeavored to instill an appreciation for 
the many ways critical attention to the detail 
and nuances of language and its use could be 
carried over into the understanding of their 
own experiences. The tenacity she displayed in
She became “Auntie Pen” 
to almost everyone.
maneuvering her wheelchair over Wooster’s 
cobblestone walks and mounting stairs on 
crutches, year after year, in rain, wind, and 
snow (and for many years as a teacher in the 
summer school), was matched by a relentless 
concern that college policies remain grounded 
in the College’s original purpose: to educate.
Mindful of her devotion to the College, 
President Wishart appointed her the first act­
ing alumni secretary in 1919, in an effort to 
bring alumni together under some kind of 
organizational rubric, and McSweeney set to 
work assembling the first alumni catalogue to 
be published in four years. Even as age and 
declining health took her out of the main­
stream of professional life, she persisted in 
directing the attention of College administra­
tors and faculty to issues that might enhance 
both the College and its goals.
“In the interest of public relations the 
gift [of the Beall House to the Wayne County 
Historical Society] would be a wonderful ges­
ture of good will on the part of the College,” 
she suggested at one point. In the event, she 
was good for her promise of “old antique furni­
ture” with which to furnish it. McSweeney’s 
attachment to the College offered both an out­
let for her intellectual vigor and a means by 
which she could influence the future of the 
world she cared most about.
Irish’s life is dramatic evidence of the 
irony with which these women lived. After 
spending four years in Germany, where her 
father’s career had taken the family, she had 
developed an “amazing faculty” in both the 
French and German languages as well as a fas-
Like McSweeney, Elizabeth Pendleton 
found the College an arena in which to explore 
and orchestrate her own life. After teaching 
some years in India, she arrived at the College 
in 1890. The earlier experience greatly 
enhanced her ability to connect with the chil­
dren of missionaries who came to the College 
as students and for whom the Preparatory
Clarice Paul Parmelee (music).
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School had originally been established. She 
and John Dickason presided over “Prep,” and 
she became “Auntie Pen” to almost everyone. 
Despite that homey nickname, she was notori­
ous (and duly respected) for demanding unwa­
vering intellectual discipline both in her stu­
dents and herself.
By 1913 she had given the College 
twenty-three uninterrupted years of labor, most 
of them including teaching in the Summer 
School, and she requested and received a year­
long salaried leave. She spent it in Europe and 
India, catching up on long-delayed reading, 
attending lectures, and visiting friends and 
relatives. When she returned, refreshed and 
eager to try new ways to relate the world out­
side Wooster to the knowledge presented to 
students in the classroom, she found the fate 
of the Preparatory School perilously tied to the 
increasingly furious debate over the Summer 
School.
When the College decided to 
discontinue the Preparatory School, 
Pendleton resigned.
Since both schools were important parts 
of her own experience, she threw herself into 
the maelstrom, attempting to sort out whether 
or not the College’s reputation as a liberal arts 
institution was truly being undermined by the 
midwestem country style of the Summer 
School. When the College decided to discon­
tinue the Preparatory School in 1918, 
Pendleton resigned. But World War I was on 
and while good men (many of them faculty 
from the College) were heading for the front, 
good teachers were becoming harder and 
harder to find. The Board declined to act on 
her resignation and, appealing to her personal 
loyalty, they persuaded her to come back the 
following year as a member of the regular fac­
ulty. There she took her place teaching
English and history once again, and there she 
remained until she became emerita in 1942.
A third member of this earliest genera­
tion of women faculty was Gertrude Gingrich, 
who came to the College in 1893 to replace 
Eva Correll (1886-93) as professor of German. 
Like Correll and Irish before her, Gingrich 
brought to her teaching a fierce commitment 
to exacting standards. Understanding and 
using language was like understanding and 
knowing people: you would not expect them to 
respond to you if you called them by the wrong 
name.
In her attempts to help students perceive 
German as both a language and a culture, she 
regaled them with lessons in German history 
and art, with German literature and the contin­
uing political struggles Germans faced as a 
people. The ascendancy of scientific knowl­
edge, with its many connections to German 
research and philosophical writings seemed to 
Gingrich and many of her colleagues to herald 
a new age and a renewed interest in German. 
She worked to develop methods for teaching 
German majors and students who were taking 
German while in pursuit of scientific degrees. 
In 1913, after twenty years of continual teach­
ing, she took a much needed salaried leave, to 
refresh herself and her acquaintance with all 
things German.
She came back from Europe disturbed 
by what she saw as undercurrents of deep dis­
tress, especially in Germany. Her hopes for 
expanding interest in German collapsed as 
anti-German sentiment invaded the student 
body. Despite her resolute arguments that the 
language of Germany had nothing to do with 
its present course of action, that indeed 
Germany ought to be the focus of study now
more than ever, enrollments began to decline. 
By 1919 only a few courses in German were 
offered, mostly those related to military train­
ing and science and mathematics courses. In 
1920 the College temporarily discontinued the 
German department, and Gingrich resigned. ;
Although the College succeeded in hir­
ing her back in 1924, alarm over Hitler’s 
actions inhibited the renewal of any significant 
interest in German on campus, and by 1935 
Gingrich was more than willing to take a leave 
of absence, even without pay. After that year 
she retired from the College, but not from 
active interest in it. She made her presence felt 
in matters as diverse as the College’s new 
policy on social dancing (she heartily disap­
proved), and the ways it chose to attract public 
interest by constructing new buildings “at the j 
expense” (she felt) of better education. Her 
criticisms were not an indication that she had 
lost faith in the College: like many of Wooster’s 
early women faculty, she left the College a cofi' 
siderable sum of money on her death in 1941.
Gingrich heartily disapproved of 
the new policy on social dancing.
At about the same time that Gingrich 
left the College for the first time because of 
shrinking enrollments, many other American 
women were enjoying a new freedom in the 
lives available to them. In the 1920s women 
were riding the crest of the woman’s move­
ment. The movement’s most visible accom­
plishment had been women’s suffrage, but it 
also spurred a number of other important 
developments in American society. Women’s
Mary Rebecca Thayer (English).
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organizations sprang up everywhere: the 
National Federation of Afro-American Women, 
the Women’s Trade Union League, the 
National Council of Catholic Women, the 
Council of Jewish Women, the Parent Teachers 
Association, the League of Women Voters, and 
many, many others. They worked to bring 
about equality in education, free clinics for 
children, national health care, the legalization 
of birth control, protective legislation for 
women and children workers, union represen­
tation for women workers, government subsi­
dies for indigent and impoverished families, 
and government-funded old age pensions.
Now in greater numbers than ever 
before women entered the work force, in white- 
collar clerical jobs, in industry, and in govern­
ment agencies. College enrollment of women 
was up to almost 40 percent of the total 
national college population, and of those who 
graduated almost 5 percent went on to receive 
graduate degrees. During this time The Col­
lege of Wooster welcomed into its ranks a new 
generation of enthusiastic, talented women fac­
ulty who made their presence immediately felt 
in its academic and intellectual community.
Together these women represented an 
impressive accumulation of graduate degrees 
and specialized training — and a rich variety of 
individual experience. Most of them, like their 
predecessors at the College, remained single 
or married late in life; those who married 
generally left the College and often their 
careers. They had other commonalties as well: 
a commitment to rigorous academic standards, 
a passion for public involvement in the im­
provement of education in general and the 
status of women in particular, a clear vision of 
the future of The College of Wooster, devotion 
to the needs and interests of the College, and 
an understanding of themselves as women 
deciding the course and the definition of their 
own lives.
Gertrude Rowe and Clarice Parmelee, 
both members of the Music Department, were
two of the few married women to remain active 
on the faculty for any great length of time.
Rowe came to Wooster in 1915 with her hus­
band, Neill Rowe (director of the 
Conservatory), as an instructor of piano, har­
mony, and music history. Her combination of 
quick wit and an ability to make complex com­
position accessible to even the least accom­
plished student made her instantly successful 
as a teacher. These characteristics appear to 
have aided her as hostess of the Conservatory, 
her other major College role. She received 
much approbation for doing an excellent job 
entertaining guests and staff.
Rowe had received her early degrees 
from Oberlin College and Conservatory in 
1903 and 1908, but between the rigors of a 
heavy course load, the duties of hostess, and 
the time she had left over to spend with her 
husband, she was unable to complete her M A  
(also at Oberlin) until 1939. Like Rowe, Clarice 
Parmelee struggled to balance the responsibil­
ities of teaching with those of marriage. After 
graduating from Oberlin, she taught piano in 
Cleveland for five years. In 1919 she married 
Daniel Parmelee (director of the Wooster 
Symphony Orchestra), and together they set 
up a studio in Lakewood, Ohio. After studying 
in 1923-24 in France, Parmelee and her hus­
band came to the College, and she became an 
assistant professor of piano. (It was a return for 
him; he had left a teaching position at the 
College to go to war.) Together Rowe,
Parmelee, Eve Richmond, and a large and con­
stantly changing number of women in tempo­
rary positions helped give a shape and dimen­
sion to the music department that created a 
tendency toward performance on a grand scale 
as part of the character of the College.
The College welcomed a new 
generation of enthusiastic, 
talented women faculty
To do real justice to these and the rest of 
Wooster’s second generation of women faculty 
would require a book. One can begin a list of 
those whose stay was more than a few years: 
Mary Rebecca Thayer, Aileen Dunham, Eva 
May Newnan, Ruth Richardson, Kathleen 
Lowrie, Rachel MacKenzie, Pauline Ihrig, 
Dorothy Dillon Coolidge, Florence Kennard, 
Elizabeth Coyle, Mary Jean Buccalo, Mary Z. 
Johnson, Florence Root Kelso, Jessie 
Brockman, and Elizabeth Bechtel. However, 
even to list the names of the women instruc­
tors, assistants, and assistant professors who 
passed through but in some way left a lasting 
mark on the College would convert this article 
to a directory. Some sense of their impact can 
be understood from the narration of just a few 
instances in their lives.
For most of these women, employment 
at the College was but one part (albeit an 
extremely important one) of the tapestry of 
their lives. Mary Z. Johnson, professor of polit­
ical science and chair of the department from 
1932 to 1955, came to the College in 1926, well
into her thirties. As a young woman of sixteen 
she had fulfilled an abiding dream by teaching 
in a country school, riding horseback eight 
miles a day to do it. Later in life she and two 
other women homesteaded in Idaho while she 
pursued her college degree — much of it 
through correspondence courses — at the 
University of Chicago.
Aileen Dunham, hired as instructor in 
history in 1923 and made head of the depart­
ment in 1946, spent the years after World War 1 
in graduate school at the University of London 
and there witnessed the devastation of war, an 
experience that left her a deeply committed 
pacifist.
In 1930 Ruth Richardson, who came to 
the College in 1925 as an instructor in Spanish 
and became department chair in 1940, was one 
of two women chosen in the United States to 
attend the First International Congress on the 
Teaching of Latin American Literature, and for 
some years she was a member of both the 
Middle American Information Bureau and the 
Speaker’s Bureau for Time and Life magazines.
Eva May Newnan (1927-1961) joined 
the College as assistant professor of Greek and 
Latin after completing her B.A. and M.A. at 
Stanford University and her Ph.D. at the 
University of Chicago. She spent her summers 
traveling in Greece, Egypt, Turkey, Palestine, 
Italy, and occasionally England.
Mary Rebecca Thayer jokingly referred 
to herself as a “war measure” because she 
came to the College in 1918 when most of the 
English faculty had gone off to join the war.
She took her B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. at Cornell 
University and taught for four years at Vassar 
before she joined the faculty at Wooster.
Their wealth of experience was reflected 
in their public profiles. Eve Richmond, arriving 
at the College in 1926 as an instructor of vocal 
music, quickly became a popular soloist at 
both College and community functions.
Frances Guille Secor (French). This photograph was 
taken in the late '40s or early ’50s.
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and preachers and to work to repeal the laws 
that discriminated against women. Even in 
retirement Thayer protested that the world had 
forgotten great women writers, often to the 
extent that many of their works were not avail­
able in libraries.
An incident involving Aileen Dunham 
demonstrates that “political correctness” has 
always been an issue at The College of Wooster 
— and the determination to discuss it openly 
one of the College’s greatest strengths. After 
careful study of the situation in Germany in
“Political correctness”  
has always been an issue at 
The College of Wooster.
1938 — and even more careful soul-searching 
of her own pacifist stance — Dunham spoke 
publicly and at length about the necessity for 
the United States to enter the war. The pre­
dominantly isolationist College community 
reacted with outrage. People posted notices 
demanding her resignation everywhere on the 
campus, and some, pushing hostility to the
Through her travels far and wide with the Girls 
Glee Club she brought The College of Wooster 
to personal acquaintance with a good portion 
of the United States.
Florence Root Kelso, dean of women 
and instructor of Latin from 1922 until 1930, 
established a branch of the League of Women 
Voters on campus and was the secretary, in 
1923, for the National Association of Deans. 
Thayer, Johnson, and Dunham established 
extensive reputations as dynamic public 
speakers.
“Mary Z.” (as Johnson was popularly 
known on campus) was particularly sought 
after by the American Association of University 
Women, in whose local branch she was several 
times an officer. She frequently urged women 
to “break down the prejudices” that had inhib­
ited the successes of women doctors, lawyers,
point of harassment, placed them in her class­
room, her desk, and even her maps. Among 
other things they accused her of being a 
British spy.
Dunham responded with her usual 
dignity, confident that her view was morally 
defensible as well as ethically and politically 
correct. She continued in her outspoken 
endorsement of war and was eventually 
summoned before the Congressional Club, a 
student organization, to defend her stand. 
Although rancor continued, she and the 
College community together confirmed a 
belief in open debate, argument, and even dis­
agreement as vital facets of the educational 
experience.
Kathleen Lowrie (1921-52) and Mary 
Jean Buccalo (1934-72), both of the physical 
education department, managed to bridge the 
gap between the nineteenth-century version of 
physical education for women (“Delsarte 
Culture,” which lasted well into the twentieth 
century), and women’s athletics as we know it 
today. One of the ways they accomplished this 
transition was through public exhibition of 
women’s athletics on Color Days and in the 
performance of interpretive dance and folk 
dancing, both of which were then within the 
province of physical education.
The women of the second generation 
of faculty accomplished much.
In terms of stretching and strengthening 
the curriculum, the women of the second gen­
eration of faculty accomplished much. 
Richardson encouraged students to put their 
Spanish to the ultimate test through 
performance in plays. Ruth Conrow and 
Kathleen Lowrie pressed to have courses in 
women’s physical education not only required, 
but worth credits toward graduation. Johnson 
held the fledgling political science department 
together, adding both courses and faculty at 
every opportunity. Newnan helped to establish 
one of the first versions of what has come to be 
the First-Year Seminar: the “orientation
From /., Kathleen Lowrie, 
Mary Jean Buccalo, and 
Dorothy Dillon Coolidge (all 
physical education). This 
photograph was taken in 
1954.
Dorothy Mateer (English).
classes,” which included the study of Greek 
and Roman civilizations, their art, archeology,' 
architecture, public and private life, education, 
religion, and philosophy.
Elizabeth Coyle, who began at The 
College of Wooster in 1926 as an instructor in 
botany, helped facilitate the transformation in 
the biology department from having students 
think about science to having students actually 
do science in individual independent research' 
Pauline Ihrig (1923-1970) was similarly instru­
mental in moving the study of French from a 
grammar-translation paradigm to one of total 
immersion. The consequences of these 
changes, and their value to the College, are 
still being discovered.
Last and certainly not least, these women 
built for themselves an intellectual and social 
community. From the Kauke gatherings for 
debate and relaxation on Friday afternoons 
that eventually became the faculty women’s 
group called the Gamma Alphas (for which 
Gertrude Gingrich brought back pins shaped 
like salamanders), to the bridge parties, to the 
informal gatherings in the “Barn” (where 
Dorothy Mateer lived), to the more formal 
reading discussions of the Classics Club,
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Eve Richmond (music), lower left, and the Girls’ Glee 
Club (“The Daughters of Eve") in 1942.
back into the home. It was sharpened by dis­
cussion of juvenile delinquency and children’s 
safety in the mother’s absence. By the 1950s 
many women had returned — in spirit if not in 
actuality — to an updated version of the Cult of 
Domesticity. The prevailing notion had 
become that women should go to college, if 
only to find husbands. Almost two-thirds of all 
women who began college dropped out before 
they had completed their degrees.
The social dialogue created an atmo­
sphere that emphasized women’s role as sup­
plementary wage earners — as gentle and sub­
missive beings, nurturing children to their 
highest potential and quite happily taking a 
back seat to the needs and decision-making of 
men. This cultural understanding articulated 
itself indirectly in a number of ways at the 
College.
None was malicious persecution or 
misogyny, and certainly none was an indication 
that the College devalued or did not appreciate 
and want women as faculty members. Rather, 
these aspects of women faculty’s positions at 
Wooster were manifestations of the conflict 
between cultural expectations about who and
these women shared support, understanding, 
challenge, and simply fun.
Naturally, the College did not exist inde­
pendent of its cultural context during the first 
sixty years of the twentieth century, and that 
context manifested itself in many, often not 
very pleasant ways. The Depression and the 
Second World War worked to create a social 
environment that required an increased 
participation by women in the work force, first 
to support their families and then as part of 
the war effort. These economic facts were 
accompanied by heated declarations about 
women’s “natural” role and the dire conse­
quences to the family and American society 
should women be convinced that they had any 
consuming business outside the home.
Women were forced to work (or work 
more than one job, or longer hours) by the 
prospect of starving families and a husband’s 
or father’s inability to find work in the failing 
economy of the 1930s. Immediately, however, 
they were warned by economic and social 
experts that they were taking jobs from men, 
even though this was rarely a justified claim. In 
fact, women were always paid less than men 
because employers assumed they worked for 
“pin money” or to supplement their men’s 
“family wage.” Moreover, few of them held jobs 
that had not been previously consigned to 
women’s province.
During the 1940s industry and govern­
ment agencies created Rosie the Riveter to 
uige women out of the home and into the work 
force; the same skills they used at home to 
sew, wash, iron, scrub, and cook could be 
employed in building battleships and bombs 
and in filling other posts men had patriotically 
abandoned for combat. As the war came to an 
end the same institutions mounted a similar 
campaign to get women out of men’s jobs and
Women were usually paid between 
30 percent and 40 percent less 
than their male colleagues.
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how women should be, and how women 
actually were. In that respect such occurrences 
(and they were few) were played out in an 
unconscious arena and because of their con­
sequent “invisibility” to consciousness, they 
were in some sense inevitable.
Although there were one or two women 
whose salaries equalled those of their com­
parably ranked male colleagues between 1900 
and 1959, women were usually paid between 
30 percent and 40 percent less than their male 
colleagues of similar rank. Though women 
constituted 33 percent of the total faculty for 
most of the years between 1900 and 1959, the 
proportion of women faculty in “regular” posi­
tions (assistant professor, associate professor, 
or full professor) was never higher than one 
for every three men and averaged about one 
for every ten men. There were no African- 
American women employed as faculty at the 
College until 1973. (The first African-American 
man joined the faculty in 1959.)
There were other manifestations of the 
prevailing attitudes. Women who were out­
spoken, who disagreed with their colleagues 
openly, or who rigorously debated their col­
leagues on issues like curriculum. College
policies, and methods of teaching, were per­
ceived by many administrators and colleagues 
as “uncooperative,” “divisive,” “confrontation­
al,” or “not really women.” Such assessments 
had a direct impact, for women thus perceived 
obtained lower raises, were not willingly in­
cluded in departmental and college community 
decision-making processes, and waited longer 
for fewer promotions and fewer salaried leaves.
The College of Wooster was a better 
place than most for women to be.
There were cases where courses women 
had taught for many years were appropriated 
by newer faculty. Individuals insisted on sec­
ond-reading all independent study theses 
advised by women in their departments. In 
other cases, the role of gender is hinted rather 
than explicit: women were reprimanded for not 
appealing in a more enthralling manner to 
their least interested or able students, even 
after many years at the College; women were 
warned that if they persisted in their 
grievances publicly they could find it very diffi­
cult to find work elsewhere; and women lost 
their jobs despite emphatic protest by faculty 
and alumni.
Even in light of these incidents. The 
College of Wooster was a better place than 
most for women to be. Many colleges in the 
United States between 1900 and 1960 
employed no women at all, and among those 
that did the population of women rarely rose 
above a handful. Women faculty’s salaries else­
where were also notoriously low — and about 
in line with the national average — which was 
approximately fifty-seven cents on the dollar. 
(Even today the national average salary for 
women faculty is 30 percent lower than male 
faculty salaries in comparable rank. And in 
very few of the nation’s colleges today do 
women comprise more than 35 percent of the 
total faculty; when only tenure track positions 
are considered that average drops to about 
7 percent.)
A third generation of women began to 
arrive during the 1940s and ’50s, including 
Geraldine Toops and Maria Sexton in the phys­
ical education department, Sybil Gould in art, 
Frances Guille Secor in French, Dorothy 
Mateer in English, and Helen Kaslo Osgood in 
history. The years these women taught were 
transitional ones for women in academe: they 
received their degrees in a time of declining 
higher education for women, and they joined 
the College when American society was in the 
throes of returning to the Cult of Domesticity. 
Later in their careers, however, they also wit­
nessed the turbulence of student (and faculty) 
unrest in the ’60s and the birth of women’s 
studies.
This was a phenomenon common to 
many colleges in the United States, and it 
created for women faculty of that generation a
offer special privilege to men, a system not 
easily discernible on a personal level.
This difference in perspectives was exac­
erbated in many American colleges by the 
usual tensions between generations of faculty. 
There are changes in theory, pedagogy, 
methodology; younger faculty become the 
embodiment of the new scholarship while 
older faculty are identified with the theories 
and approaches the new scholarship criticizes. 
The result in this case was an underlying cur­
rent of struggle between the economic and 
political power of the older (mostly male) fac­
ulty who controlled raises, tenure, and promo­
tions, and the intellectual and theoretical 
power of the younger faculty (not increasingly 
female, but with increasingly vocal females). 
The 1940s and ’50s generation of women facul­
ty could not conscientiously identify with
From I., MaryZ. Johnson (political science), Pauline 
Ihrig (French), and Elizabeth Coyle (biology). The 
photograph was taken in 1951.
more complex context than previous genera­
tions. Their comparatively radical choice in 
earning degrees and teaching in college in an 
era when few women seriously pursued higher 
education seemed to them perhaps not com­
mon but certainly not remarkable. There was a 
sprinkling of women teaching in many small 
colleges in America, and there were also other 
women in their graduate classes, though only 
a few. So they entered confident that they had 
a place in the academic world.
But the women who joined faculties in 
the generation immediately following them, in 
the 1960s and ’70s, women either verging on 
or fully immersed in the women’s feminist 
movement, often entered academe fully aware 
of and in some cases angry about the disad­
vantages women faced in a system skewed to
either generation, and that situation could be 
an unhappy one.
Because of its history of strong and indf 
pendent women faculty, Wooster’s “third gen­
eration” felt this context very subtly. They did 
not feel personally inhibited by their col­
leagues or by the College, but they recognize1' 
the discrimination women had been compel!^ 
to live with historically, and they championed
Women who acted like equals
seemed to be treated like equals.
its downfall. They believed women and men 
could and did (at the College) interact profes­
sionally as equals. Nevertheless, they recog­
nized that women often achieved that equality 
only through persistent assertion of themselWGeraldine loops (physical education).
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Ruth Smyth (mathematics).
as equals. Women who were reticent and frag­
ile seemed to be taken advantage of; women 
who acted like equals seemed to be treated 
like equals.
Geraldine loops and Maria Sexton waged 
war on the national male athletic establishment 
in the 1960s to win a place for women’s athletics 
in the NCAA. In the under-funded women’s 
physical education program at Wooster, loops, 
Buccalo, Lowrie, and Conrow had struggled to 
validate women’s athletics as a legitimate disci­
pline. Sexton, who came to Wooster ten years 
after loops, often employed slightly different 
tactics in their common struggle for equality 
for women’s athletics, a fact occasionally as 
disconcerting to her women colleagues as it 
was beneficial to their cause.
Helen Osgood came to the College to 
teach in the history department two years 
before Sexton arrived, after having taught at 
Dana Hall School in Wellesley, a preparatory 
school for girls. She remembers teas at Dana 
Hall with aging women graduates who looked 
over their lorgnettes and asked, “Where did 
you prepare?” in the most proper New England 
accents. When research on her doctoral thesis 
was interrupted by word from her advisor that 
Wooster needed someone in history, she found 
that Dunham wanted another woman in the 
department. (Vivian Holliday, who started in 
classical studies and history in 1961, felt 
equally welcomed.)
Osgood is also remembered fondly 
by women in women’s studies.
Osgood remains a “powerful” (the word 
is used frequently by present faculty) influence 
in the department, despite her retirement 
seven years ago. She is also remembered 
fondly by women in women’s studies. She par­
ticipated, “when time permitted,” in the group 
that eventually became the Friends of 
Feminist Theory discussion group, and she 
recognized and understood their discontent.
At the same time, she realized that they might 
not understand her.
Male faculty experienced similar feel­
ings. When Dorothy Mateer joined the 
English department in 1949, she understood 
and employed the “new” literary criticism. 
Others in the department preferred the tradi­
tional, more historical approach. As was not 
true in Osgood’s case, perhaps because of the 
common experiential referents she shared 
with junior women faculty, the English depart­
ment was the scene of some “stormy interac­
tion” between generations separated by theo­
retical commitment as well as age and gender.
Ruth Smyth (mathematics, 1947-71) and 
Sybil Gould (art, 1944-72) joined the faculty 
during the years that Elizabeth Coyle had 
moved into Holden Hall to save $45.00 a month 
(she lived there from 1941 to ’51). Gould, an 
evocative speaker, was very interested in the way 
historical circumstances articulated themselves 
in art, and she explored both archeology and 
history to bring their insights to its understand­
ing. While simply a result of curiosity on her 
part, this style of interdisciplinary approach has 
become axiomatic in women’s studies.
Smyth, who taught “every kind of math,” 
cannot remember ever being treated any way 
other than as absolutely equal. When her hus­
band died suddenly in 1947 and she became 
the sole breadwinner for herself and two small 
children, she took the job her mentors found 
for her at Wooster. She commuted between 
Oberlin and Wooster for four years because
Memories of Wooster ripple 
with moments from the lives 
of early women faculty.
she had been told “that only one of us [a 
woman colleague and herself] would be stay­
ing, and I didn’t think it would be me.” Single­
parenting, commuting, and full-time teaching 
provided a difficult adjustment for her, and she 
had little time to interact with male or female 
faculty. Her strongest memory of the College 
is its kindness to her.
Memories of Wooster ripple with 
moments from the lives of early women faculty. 
Coyle can come to the campus on which she 
once lived of economic necessity and visit 
“Ibby’s Place” in Mateer Hall, named in her 
honor. Smyth eats lunch in the faculty lounge 
on occasion, with Coyle and other women for­
merly connected with the College. Years after 
Gertrude Gingrich’s death, a young (male) 
instructor showed a book he had bought in San 
Francisco to Coyle and other women because 
he was curious about the presence of their 
names on the back leaf. The Gamma Alphas 
had given it to Gingrich on her retirement.
Today, The College of Wooster remains a 
leader in the national concern for equality in 
all areas of American life, and happily working 
to create an atmosphere where women and 
men of all races can participate effectively in 
bringing into focus the complexities of living 
in a multicultural world. Most would agree that
our progress is a direct and indirect result of 
the consciousness-raising impact of the women’s 
liberation and civil rights movements of the 
1960s and ’70s, of feminist and Afrocentric 
scholarship, and of men and women’s working 
decisively to bring gender and race into deter­
minations of equity and policy. For years now 
the College has employed many married women, 
as well as single mothers, on its regular faculty. 
The women who taught at The College 
of Wooster before the women’s studies era left 
a particular legacy that is more than the indi­
vidual monies they may have bequeathed.
They became the models and in some sense 
the mentors of the women who came in the 
1950s and ’60s. They established a new expec­
tation for what women could be at the same 
time they created a breadth and depth to the 
curriculum that, without them, might never 
have existed. Most of all they survived, and in 
that survival both reinforced the College’s 
determination to create a non-sexist, non-racist 
environment and their own radical tradition of 
women actively carving out their own lives.
Helen Kaslo Osgood (history).
This richness of tradition is replicated, trans­
formed, and recreated in the classroom, where 
students are urged, above all, to think for 
themselves: to evaluate critically their own 
positions in the world and the choices they 
liave in directing its future.
“They raised their voices to tell 
differently the knowledge their experi­
ences made of their learning; they set 
their hands to shaping wider spaces in 
the private halls that guarded public 
knowledge; they breathed-in the dust 
of information and breathed-out 
images of women — people who 
wrought authority of intelligence; like 
their foremothers, they bade students 
enter at the door of wisdom, and drew 
upon them the storm in which our 
present calm is found.”
— From a scrap of paper 




by Shelley Pearsall ’89
It was a course first taught in 1977  by 
James Turner, a professor of history. Initially 
called Women in Contemporary America, today 
it is known as Introduction to Women's Studies.
T he replies to my survey came from current Wooster students and Wooster alumni in a half-dozen states. They came from women in a variety 
of occupations — Ph.D. candidates, homemak­
ers, medical students, a photographer, and a 
Field Director of Physicians for Social 
Responsibility. Many of the responses 
included the phrases “changed my life,” or 
“opened my eyes.”
What was it that made such an impres­
sion on these women?
It was a course first taught in 1977 by 
James Turner, a professor of history. Initially 
called Women in Contemporary America, 
today it is known as Introduction to Women’s 
Studies.
The title itself is vague (perhaps some 
would say that it sounds a bit subversive). 
What are women’s studies, exactly? What gives 
women the right to have a separate academic 
discipline? Is Introduction to Women’s Studies 
a course just for women? Isn’t that kind of dis­
criminatory? Are men even allowed to register 
for the class?
For many Wooster students, curiosity, 
more than anything else, is the motive for 
enrolling in the course. Enrollment is not 
restricted, although those who do choose the 
class are predominantly women. Kim Walter 
’93 expresses a typical viewpoint, “I wanted to 
know what the class was all about and find out 
whether everyone in there was really a radical 
feminist.”
What happens if you’re 
not a feminist? Should you 
just get up and leave?
For students in the Introduction to 
Women’s Studies course taught by Elizabeth 
Castelli (religious studies), one of three sec­
tions taught this semester, the first day of class 
seems to confirm the initial impression that 
the course is designed for would-be Gloria 
Steinems. Castelli gives students the following 
writing assignment: “Define Feminism, and 
then explain whether or not you consider yoA 
self a feminist.”
The students look around uncomfort­
ably. What does she expect them to write? 
Does she think that everyone in the class is a 
feminist? What happens if you’re not one — 
should you just get up and leave?
Even though the term has been in use 
for many years, “feminism” is still a loaded 
word and typically evokes strong, negative 
responses from students. In her class, Susan 
Louis ’92 remembers, “We came up with a lo* 
of stereotypes about bra-burning and leg-shav' 
ing and learned that these images of what it 
takes to be considered ‘feminist’ prevented 
many of us from considering ourselves 
feminists.”
According to Castelli, the purpose of $ 
course is not to turn students into feminists 




“It taught me that the issues at hand aren't only women’s 
issues but social ones, family ones, issues that need to be 
focused on by both men and women," wrote Kim Walter 
’93, above, about Women’s Studies 120: Introduction to 
Women’s Studies.
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women’s studies in order to learn more about 
the complexity and richness of women’s lives.
However, Castelli adds, “It is interesting 
how many students insist that they are not fem­
inists in the initial writing exercise. But when 
we move beyond the stereotypical beliefs about 
feminism and students begin to define their own 
values — such as wanting equality for women 
and freedom from being stereotyped by their 
gender — they are actually defining the ideas 
which form the foundations of feminism.”
In the course, students explore women’s 
lives from several perspectives. Texts used by 
Castelli and other women’s studies professors 
represent a range of fields. Wendy Chapkas’ 
Beauty Secrets: Women and the Politics of 
Appearance studies the relationship of one’s 
body to one’s sense of self. In Myths of Gender, 
author Anne Fausto-Sterling discusses the 
issue of gender from a biological perspective. 
Herland, a novel by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 
provides a fictional look at a utopian “women- 
centered” society. Among other texts are 
Johnnetta Cole’s All American Women, Annetta 
Fuentes and Barbara Ehrenreich’s Women in 
the Global Economy, and Bell Hooks’ Ain’t I  a 
Woman?
For many students, these are startling 
— or, to use one student's words — “eye-open­
ing” texts. Deb Smith '91, who came to The 
College of Wooster from a small town, says, 
“Before I took the course, 1 didn’t think about 
women’s issues or rights. I thought that 
women were just treated differently in our soci­
ety, and that was that.”
Reading Chapkas’ book on women and 
appearance, students are asked to consider the 
ways she believes women have been influenced 
and manipulated by society’s standards of 
beauty. They analyze the ways that women are 
currently portrayed in advertisements, maga­
zines, and newspapers.
“The most interesting part of the class 
for me was the analysis of ads and pictures of 
women. A lot of what people perceive as sexy 
is often sexist,” comments Jill Wolken ’93. For 
example, one memorable discussion in a 
recent Introduction to Women’s Studies course 
was stimulated by “Good Girls/Bad Girls,” a 
couple of pages of humor from Cosmopolitan. 
“Good girls save for a rainy day . . .  bad girls 
save for a Chanel suit”; Good girls keep bud­
gets . . .  bad girls keep buying”', Good girls 
have stocks. . .  bad girls have stockbrokers”; 
“Good girls never consider sleeping with the 
boss. . .  bad girls won’t either, unless he’s 
smart, rich, and funny.”
In many cases, however, the sexism is 
more subtle: an advertisement for an automo­
bile which compares the qualities of the car to 
a women’s body, using words like “sexy” or 
“great curves,” for example. Or women always 
being used to advertise household products. 
Students are often surprised that they have not 
noticed how prevalent these stereotypical 
images are in the media — many say they will 
never look at their world in quite the same way 
again. Robin Woodall ’94 writes, T m  far more 
aware of sexism in advertising, in language . . .  
where I never noticed these things before.”
Jennifer Kanney '92 jokingly refers to this new­
found perspective as her “women’s studies 
Critical Thinking.”
Yet the course is more than an analysis 
of modern culture. The books and essays 
demonstrate the difficulties which women have 
faced — and still face — in our culture, and 
most also attempt to provide a positive affirma­
tion of women and their achievements. For 
several students, the mere fact that they are
Castelli agrees that women 
participate more often in 
women’s studies courses.
finally reading books and articles about 
women is affirmation enough. Jenny Neill ’93 
says, “As a young woman, 1 was interested in 
women’s studies because in high school, I was 
painfully aware of how little attention was paid
“I learned a lot about articulating and 
defending my point of view in Introduction to 
Women’s Studies,” says Deb Smith. “The class 
taught me to think for myself instead of 
accepting the views of the people around me.” 
Whatever the reasons are for students’ 
participation in the class, this is the kind of 
dialogue that women’s studies professors hope 
to encourage in their classes. They want to get 
students involved in a critical and intellectual 
discussion of women’s issues.
However, sometimes they find that it is 
difficult to maintain an objective intellectual 
position. Students bring to college a wide 
range of life experiences, and it is not uncom­
mon for women students to discuss deeply 
personal issues and experiences in this class.
But, Castelli explains, “This course is 
not merely a place to exchange opinions or to 
talk about personal experiences in an uncriti­
cal way. The strength of Introduction to 
Women’s Studies is that it should serve as a
to women’s involvement in and contribution to 
history, language, math, and science.”
Perhaps it is the combination of factors 
— a course about women, a class that is pre­
dominantly composed of women, and books 
that focus on women’s issues — that makes 
women feel comfortable expressing their 
thoughts and opinions. In some classes, only a 
few women join the discussion; Introduction to 
Women’s Studies is a class where it is usually 
the women, rather than the men, who talk.
Castelli agrees that women participate 
more often in women’s studies courses, but 
she says, “I'm not sure that is the result of the 
content of the course, which is immediately 
relevant to students’ lives, as opposed to what 
they study in more abstract fields — or if it is 
the context, the fact that there are more 
women in the classroom.”
Terri Lowe ’90, who took the course sev­
eral years ago, remembers that what she liked 
most about the classes was that they were per­
sonal and interactive. “I think that students are 
more comfortable in those situations. They 
feel less inhibited.”
Elora Chowdhury ’94 partic­
ularly appreciated the jour­
nal she had to keep in the 
course “because we could be 
absolutely frank. We could 
react to others' opinions 
without being penalized for 
not agreeing. ”
bridge between personal experiences and a 
larger intellectual framework.”
One student says that the course did 
indeed fulfill that purpose for her: “When I 
took Intro, 1 was struggling with many per­
sonal issues concerning a sexually abusive 
relationship that I’d only gotten out of a year 
before. The class helped me to realize that the 
abuse was not my fault, and it also helped me 
to see some of the social and cultural 
issues/causes surrounding sexual abuse.” 
When a student brings up personal 
issues or experience in class discussions, 
Castelli says that she asks the class to think 
about whether the experience is an isolated 
one or part of a broader pattern, and she 
encourages her students to look at how the 
writers they have read in class might account 
for the experience. According to Castelli, the 
readings are an important part of the “larger 
intellectual framework” which teachers use to 
keep the class focused and to help students 
put their experiences in perspective.
Each student is also required to keep an 
academic journal, and it serves as a place
lA i
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Even a G ossip  
Colum nist H as Dream s
by Mark Stephens ’76
The nearest I got to a computer during my student days at Wooster in the early 1970s was standing next to Carl Zimmerman (Director of Academic 
Computing) in Dr. Gore’s Concert Choir. 
Computers meant nothing to me, and the idea 
that I would eventually find my calling as 
America’s foremost computer gossip columnist 
was too absurd to be thought.
Back then, computers sat in big air-condi­
tioned rooms at insurance companies, phone 
companies, and the IRS, and their main function 
was to screw up our lives by getting us confused 
with some other guy named Stephens, who was 
a deadbeat, had a criminal record, and didn’t 
much like to pay parking tickets. Computers 
were instruments of government and big busi­
ness, and except for the punched cards that 
came in the mail with the gas bill, which we 
were supposed to return obediently with the 
money but without any folds, spindling, or muti­
lation, they had no physical presence in most 
people’s lives.
Wooster didn’t even have a computer of its 
own. From an office in the basement of Galpin 
Hall, I recall that Carl computed on a mainframe 
that sat at the other end of a phone line down at 
the Battelle Institute in Columbus. This seemed 
a doubtful setup to me. I had tried long-distance 
relationships and knew already that they didn’t 
often work.
By 1977, my situation had changed com­
pletely. Then I was at Stanford University work­
ing on a Ph.D. in a peculiar discipline called pub­
lic affairs communication, which was obscure 
even in those days and is today completely 
extinct. Maybe the world didn’t really need any 
doctors of news, but there are still a few of us 
floating around, generally looking for work.
Stanford did have a computer — in fact 
lots of them — and I was forced to use those 
punchcard-eating machines in my student 
research. Stanford believed so much in comput­
ers, in fact, that the graduate student language 
requirement could be satisfied by learning a 
computer language. Having already flunked 
German at Wooster, I opted at Stanford for 
fluency in a dialect of the Algol computer lan­
guage called SAIL. SAIL, too, is now extinct, 
leaving me with no marketable skills at all.
Computer programming turned out to be 
quite easy. Oh, it took time to get from start to 
end of a complex program, but like a senior IS, 
the path was straightforward and generally 
required only time, concentration, and a good 
memory. I had far more problems with women 
than with computers.
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Those were heady days to be a computer 
guy in Silicon Wiley. The first personal comput­
ers were being invented then, generally within 
twenty miles of where I lived. It was hard not to 
catch the fever, so I joined the Homebrew 
Computer Club and found myself rubbing shoul­
ders with the inventors of what is today a $70 bil­
lion industry. I soon learned that my program­
ming skills really weren’t that good, but I found 
work anyway helping some of those early com­
panies with their documentation and marketing 
materials. I did some work for a new company 
called Apple Computer, which wanted to pay me 
in stock, rather than cash, but I held out for the 
money and missed probably my only chance to 
be a millionaire.
What a bizarre concept —  an 
industrial gossip column.
During the 1980s I moved from working 
for computer and software companies to cover­
ing them for computer publications. High tech 
industries — especially those, like the personal 
computer industry, that actually touch the gen­
eral public — require a corps of journalists who 
sort through all the marketing and scientific 
noise on behalf of their readers. I like serving in 
that role because it pays well and appeals to my 
innate nosiness. Eventually I landed at 
Info World, a weekly newspaper read mainly by 
computer professionals. Don’t feel bad if you’ve 
never heard of Info World, though in terms of 
revenue it is the No. 2 personal computer publi­
cation in the world.
At InfoWorld, my main job is to write a 
weekly gossip column under the pseudonym 
Robert X. Cringely. Think for a moment about 
what a bizarre concept that is — an industrial 
gossip column.
Rumors and gossip become institutional­
ized in cultures that are in constant flux. Politics, 
financial markets, the entertainment industry, 
and the personal computer business live by 
rumors. But for gossip to play a role in a culture, 
it must both serve a useful function and have an 
audience that sees value in participation — in 
originating or spreading the rumor. Readers 
must feel they have a personal connection — 
whether it is to a stock price, Madonna’s marital 
situation, or the impending introduction of a 
new personal computer.
And who am I to sit in judgment this way 
on an entire industry?
Fm a failure, of course.
*
It takes a failure — someone who is not 
quite clever enough to succeed or to be consid­
ered a threat — to gain access to the heart of 
any competitive, ego-driven industry. This is a 
business that won’t brook rivals but absolutely 
demands an audience. I qualify as the ideal 
informed audience for all those fragile geniuses 
who want their greatness to be understood and 
acknowledged.
About thirty times a week, the second 
phone on my desk rings. At the other end of 
that line, or at the sending station of an elec­
tronic mail message, or sometimes even on the 
stamp-licking end of a letter sent through the 
U.S. mail is a type of person literally unknown 
outside America. He — the callers are nearly 
always male — is an engineer or programmer 
from a personal computer manufacturer or a 
software publisher. His purpose in calling is to 
share with me and with my 500,000 weekly read 
ers the confidential product plans, successes, 
and failures of his company. Specifications, dia­
grams, parts lists, performance benchmarks — 
even computer programs — arrive regularly, 
invariably at the risk of somebody’s job. One da)' 
its a disgruntled Apple Computer old-timer, call 
ing to bitch about the current management and 
by-the-way reveal the company’s product plans 
for the next year. The next day its a programmer 
from IBM’s lab in Austin, Texas, calling to com­
plain about an internal rivalry with another IBM 
lab in England and in the process telling all 
sorts of confidential information.
What's at work here is the principle that 
companies lie, bosses lie, but engineers are gem 
erally incapable of lying. If they lied, how could 
the many complex parts of a computer or a soft' 
ware application be expected actually to work 
together?
“Tfeah, I know I said wire Y-21 would be 1* 
volts DC, but, heck, I lied.”
Nope, it wouldn’t work.
Most engineers won’t even tolerate it 
when others in their companies lie, which is 
why I get so many calls from embarrassed or 
enraged techies undertaking what they view as 
damage control but their companies probably 
see as sabotage. The smartest companies, of 
course, hide their engineers, never bringing 
them out in public, because engineers are not t° 
be trusted:
Me: “Great computer! But is there any 
part of it you’d do differently if you could do it 
over again?”
Engineer: “Yup, the power supply. Put 
your hand on it right here. Feel how hot that & 
Damn thing’s so overloaded Fm surprised they’ 
haven’t been bursting into flames all over the 
country. Fve got a fire extinguisher under the 
table just in case. Oh, I told the company abou* 
it, too, but would they listen?”
I love engineers.
This sort of thing doesn’t happen in mo* 
other U.S. industries, and it never happens in . 
Asia. Chemists don’t call up the offices of Plo^1' 
Design Forum to boast about their new, top- 
secret thermoplastic alloy. The Detroit Free ft*  
doesn’t hear from engineers at Chrysler, telling 
about the bore and stroke of a new engine o r1,1 
what car models that engine is likely to appe^'
and when. But that’s exactly what happens in 
the personal computer industry.
Most callers fall into one of three groups. 
Some are proud of their work but are afraid that 
the software program or computer system they 
have designed will be mismarketed or never mar­
keted at all. Others are ashamed of a bad product 
they have been associated with and want to warn 
potential purchasers away. And a final group talks 
out of pure defiance of authority.
All three groups share a common feeling 
of efficacy: They believe that something can be 
accomplished by sharing privileged information 
with the world of microcomputing through me.
Companies lie, and it’s my job to 
find those lies and expose them.
What they invariably want to accomplish is a 
change in their company’s course, pushing for­
ward the product that might have been ignored, 
pulling back the one that was released too soon, 
or just showing management that it can be 
defied. In a smokestack industry, this would be 
like a couple of junior engineers at Ford taking it 
on themselves to go public with their conviction 
that next year’s Mustang really ought to have 
fuel injection.
That’s not the way change is accom­
plished at Ford, of course, where the business of 
business is taken very seriously, change takes 
place very slowly, and words like “ought” don’t 
have a place outside the executive suite, and 
maybe not even there. Nor is change accom­
plished this way in the mainframe computer 
business, which moves at a pace that is glacial, 
even in comparison to Ford. But in the personal 
computer industry, where few executives have 
traditional business backgrounds or training 
and a totally new generation of products is intro­
duced every eighteen months, workers can 
become more committed to their creation than 
to the otganization for which they work.
Outwardly, this lack of organizational loy­
alty looks bad, but it turns out to be very good. 
Bad products die early in the marketplace or 
never appear. Good products are recognized ear­
lier. Change accelerates. And organizations are 
forced to be more honest. Most especially every­
one involved shares the same understanding of 
why they are working: to create the product.
Using all this secret information, it’s my 
job to tell readers about soon-to-be-announced 
computer products before they are announced. 1 
tell readers about technical bugs or distribution 
problems with computers or software already on 
the market. 1 also try to give readers a sense of 
the dynamics of the personal computer industry 
— why companies are doing what they are 
doing and what behind-th^scenes shenanigans 
are shaping the near future of personal comput­
ing. I’ve preannounced hundreds of products, 
including nearly every personal computer from 
Apple, Compaq, and IBM, as well as software 
applications from major publishers like Ashton­
Tate, Borland, Lotus, and Microsoft.
And there’s a point to this snitching: 
Hardware and software vendors like to keep new
P R A C T I C  U M
products secret until the last moment to protect 
sales of their current products, though to the 
detriment of their customers. I work for buyers, 
not sellers of computers and software. Without 
my information, readers might invest in a prod­
uct that a week or a month later becomes 
instantly obsolete in the quickly changing com­
puter market. With my help, vendors are kept 
more honest and readers are better served.
I pointed out, for example, that Ashton­
Tate shipped its dBase IV database product 
when it still contained 3,000 bugs. The product 
was unusable, and readers deserved to know it. 
They deserved to know, too, when IBM was sell­
ing thousands of PS/2 Model 70 computers, but 
not delivering any of them. No IBM dealer or 
salesperson would admit that the product really 
wasn’t available, so consumers had to hear it first 
from me.
Companies lie, and it’s my job is to find 
those lies and expose them.
In 1990, Lotus Development Corp. 
planned to introduce a product called Lotus 
Marketplace/Households, which would have 
allowed businesses to buy name, address, and
7he 68000 chip introduced by Motorola, Inc., in 1979 
measures .24 x .281 inches and has 68,000 transistors. 
It is more than one thousand times faster than the 
30-ton, 18,000-tube ENIAC computer of 1945. It uses a 
tiny fraction of the power required to drive ENIAC, and 
it now (as old technology) costs less than five dollars 
($450 when introduced). The difference is the integrat­
ed circuit, invented in the late ’50s and early '60s, and 
now developing at bewildering speed. According to 
Mark Stephens’ new book, Accidental Empires,
“Moore’s Imw . . .  demandls] that the number of tran­
sistors on a piece of silicon double every eighteen 
months while the price stays the same. ”
estimated income data on every household in 
America, all readable with a personal computer.
I doubted that readers would want anyone with a 
PC and $695 to have access to such information, 
so I told 500,000 of my closest friends how to get 
Lotus to remove their names from the list. More 
than 30,000 readers responded, sending letters 
and electronic mail messages to Lotus, over­
whelming the company’s ability to edit the 
datafiles, and dooming the product. Lotus 
Marketplace/Households never appeared.
I am usually the first to announce many 
industry changes — often long before they are 
noticed by the business and general press. For 
example, Microsoft and IBM ended their strate­
gic partnership in the fall of 1990. IBM and 
Apple announced their strategic alliance to 
develop jointly an Apple software product called 
Pink in the fall of 1991. Both the Microsoft/IBM 
rift and the existence of Apple’s Pink project 
were revealed in my September 19,1988 col­
umn, more than two years before either event 
was announced.
But even gossip columnists have dreams, 
and mine has been to write a book about what I 
have learned. After two years of work, I’ve just 
published Accidental Empires: How the Boys of 
Silicon Valley Make Their Millions, Battle 
Foreign Competition, and Still Can’t Get a Date.
The founders of the microcomputer 
industry were groups of boys who banded 
together to give themselves power. For the most 
part, they came from middle-class and upper- 
middle-class homes in upscale West Coast com­
munities. They weren’t rebels; they resented 
their parents and society very little. Their only 
alienation was the usual hassle of the adoles­
cent, a feeling of being prodded into adulthood 
on somebody else’s terms. So they split off and 
started their own culture, based on the com­
pletely artificial but totally understandable rules 
of computer architecture.
They defined, built, and controlled (and 
still control) an entire universe in a box — 
an electronic universe of ideas rather than peo­
ple — where they made all the rules, and could 
at last be comfortable. They didn’t resent the 
older people around them — you and me, the 
would-be customers — but came to pity us 
because we couldn’t understand the new order 
inside the box — the microcomputer.
And turning this culture into a business? 
That was just a happy accident that allowed 
these boys to put off forever the horror age — 
that dividing line before adulthood that they 
would otherwise have been forced to cross after 
college. Mainly academics and nerds, they had 
no idea how businesses were supposed to be 
run, no sense of what was impossible, so they 
faked it, making their own ways of doing busi­
ness — ways that are institutionalized today but 
not generally documented or formally taught.
It’s the triumph of the nerds.
Here’s the important part: they are our 
nerds. And they have a lot to teach us about how 
to recreate the business spirit we seem to have 
lost. The lesson is a simple one, that surfing is 
best done on the front of the wave. Here we are, 
whining about Japanese car builders and steel 
import quotas when the truth is that those are 
mature, low-profit industries that probably 
deserve to be passed along to cultures that have 
either lower labor costs or more production effi­
ciency than we can muster in America.
Industries have life cycles, and it’s time 
we devoted our resources to new ones. That’s 
what the nerds do, jumping every few years 
toward a new technology, creating new product 
categories and new fortunes as they go. They 
live on the front slope of the wave, where 
change is fast, risks are a way of life, and profit 
margins are fat. It was that way once in places 
like Detroit, too, where the nerds of the day 
were the Dodge brothers and Henry Ford. It 
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“Notes from the Field,” 
Annotated
Mark Stephens’ industrial gossip column 
in Info World (a weekly tabloid billing itself as 
“The Voice of Personal Computing in the 
Enterprise," usually about 130pages) is written 
for people in the industry and their biggest cus­
tomers. Given his subjects and his audience, 
Stephens manages to get in a surprising amount 
of English, but the column is nevertheless diffi­
cult for the lay reader.
We therefore asked for explanations of 
many of the technical terms, references, and 
slang in a sample column. The result is a text 
fully annotated by its author. Like Stephens’ new 
book, the column and its notes offer a quick look 
into what is arguably America’s most successful 
— and most promising — industry.
The column below is reprinted (with our 
own illustration, using the standard Info World 
photo of “Bob”) from the January 20,1991 issue 
o/InfoWorld with permission. Stephens’ notes — 
making all clear — begin at right.
—  Ed.
1A computer magazine, also a trade 
show, but generally a state of mind. This refers 
to a computer trade show that happens each 
winter in San Francisco and summer in 
Boston, where 60,000 users of Macintosh com­
puters get together to schmooze, look funky, 
and buy new hardware and software from each 
other.
2 The name of a company founded by 
two programmers from Apple Computer. 
General Magic is designing a new computer 
that is billed as a “personal communicator" — 
a cross between cellular phone and handheld 
computer that will, if it’s successful, mean that 
there will be no privacy left in the world.
3 Stands for Original Equipment 
Manufacturer. When one company builds a 
product that is sold under the name of another 
company, it is called the original equipment 
manufacturer. To have another company build 
your stuff is called OEMing. Or maybe it’s the 
other way around. Got that?
4 A vice president of Apple computer, 
formerly a top programmer at Xerox’s famous 
Palo Alto Research Center. Tester was father of 
the Lisa computer — a failed but technically 
important Apple computer from the early 
1980s that made the Macintosh possible.
Today Tesler is leading a group designing a 
new generation of handheld computers much 
like those of General Magic, above.
5 Bill Atkinson, a famous Apple pro­
grammer. Inventor of Quickdraw (see below) 
MacDraw ( a drawing program) MacPaint (a 
painting program) and HyperCard (see 
below). Atkinson is today chairman of General 
Magic (see above).
6 Andy Hertzfeld, a famous Apple pro­
grammer and primary author of the operating 
system software for the Macintosh computer.
7 0perating ^sterns govern the basic 
operation of a computer. Hertzfeld, who calls 
himself a SoftwareWizard, is today president of 
General Magic (see above).
8 When there is intended to be a stan­
dard for a computer product, someone has to 
define what that standard will be, and this is 
often done through a reference design, which 
defines the minimum characteristics of a prod­
uct. In this case, General Magic has designed 
hardware that will work with its software. 
Companies that license the software are free to 
build products that look exactly like the refer­
ence hardware design, or can take that refer­
ence design as a starting point from which 
they can build different products as long as 
they will still work with the General Magic 
software.
9 A hypertext program for the 
Macintosh. Hypertext is a concept which uses 
the computer’s ability to organize and display
NOTES FROM THE FIELD/Robert X. Cringely
Cringely im poster at MacWorld tries  to fool crowd wi
I appeared last week at the MacWorld show to sign copies of my forthcoming best seller. Outfitted with trench coat, fedora, bail-point pen, and a shot of Old 
Bushmills, I sold my soul.
“Let me autograph that book for you,” I 
told the thronging masses. “I’ll write what­
ever you want. Really. That’s my job. I’m 
Bob Cringely.”
“No you’re not,” they said.
Nobody believed me.
GENERAL MAGIC2, THY NAME IS OEM3. It
was the disk jockey effect. You awake to the 
same guy on the radio for years and years 
and become convinced— solely on the basis 
of his voice— that he’s short and bald. Then 
you finally meet him and he’s a tall blond. 
What a letdown.
I ’ve had this image in my mind, too, of 
what products from General Magic will be 
like. But the personal communicators that 
have been described to me sound a lot like 
the gizmos being worked up by Larry 
Tester's4 group at Apple. Why would Apple 
invest in a start-up that’s competing with one 
of its own divisions?
Turns out General Magic isn’t doing an 
end-user product at all. Atkinson5 and 
Hertzfeld6 are doing an operating system7
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and reference hardware design8 they’ll 
license to hardware companies that, so far, 
include Apple, French Telecom, IBM, and 
Sony. Tesler’s products will include General 
Magic technology, but not until January 
1993.
The prototypes seen so far are a portable 
communicator and a desktop unit that would 
replace a phone. There are no keys on either 
unit, only a small screen for pen or finger 
input to a HyperCard9-like interface.
COMPRESSIBLE VIEW. The folks at 
MacWorld generally assumed that there was 
no Bob Cringely —  that this column is writ­
ten by 12 idiots instead of one —  or that the 
real Bob— the Bob in their minds looks like 
Broderick Crawford. I’m sorry to say that I 
just don’t look that bad.
White trying to prove my Bobhood I 
heard about Apple’s upcoming P5TV10 
code-named Son of Fast E ddie", which will 
strap a Mac ROM12 to your TV. Apple 
designed the $995 unit and Sony will build 
it. Users will play 5-inch audio/video CDs, 
using some super compression scheme. 
Sony has committed its movie and record 
units to publish the smaller discs and is 
pushing other movie and record companies 
to support the would-be standard.
JUST WHAT WE DON'T NEED. The people 
buying my book not only thought I was an 
actor hired for the day to play Bob Cringely- 
they thought I was a bad actor hired for the 
day to play Bob Cringely.
Speaking of impostors, (sorry13, here 
comes another Apple item) Apple’s about 10 
go into alpha14 with a new graphics technol' 
ogy called Skier. It’s very fast and offers a 
QuickDraw15 compatibility16 box17, but I 
think the whole effort is misguided. We jus1
data to present information in a way that goes 
beyond what is possible in books. A hypertext 
document might appear on the computer 
screen like the text of a book or article, but 
when the user selects any word of the text, the 
computer brings up additional material about 
that word, including pictures and sounds.
Neat, huh?
10 An as yet unannounced Apple 
Computer project to add Macintosh computer 
functions to mass-market televisions.
11 Fast Eddie was a previous, and now 
superseded, secret Apple Computer project to 
add Macintosh computer functions to mass- 
market televisions. Time and technology 
passed Fast Eddie by.
12 Stands for Read-Only Memory. This is 
a type of permanent computer memory that is 
used to hold the most important parts of the 
operating system (see above) that defines the 
basic functions of a computer.
13 An apology. Most readers of this col­
umn are interested in IBM computers, not 
Apple Computers, so the long list of Apple 
items may not be of much interest to them.
14 When computer hardware or software 
is at that point in its development when it is 
functional but not yet in a state that ought to be 
shown or sold to customers it is in its alpha
general m agic
don’t need another TrueType —  another 
dud. So QuickDraw is old; replace it with 
PostScript18. Skier may be better, but with­
out dozens of Skier apps19 and Skier print­
ers, it’s just a distraction.
FRED GIBBONS GETS REAL. “If you're Bob 
Cringely, prove it,” taunted the crowd.
Imagine the scene from The Fastest Gun 
Alive, when Glenn Ford straps on his Colt 
45.
“The current OS/2 2.020 beta21 (6.177H) 
won’t even install on some EISA22 
machines,” I shot back.
“What’s an EISA?” asked the Mac 
crowd.
I tried again. “SPC23 is in trouble.
They’ve stopped marketing Pro Write Plus24 
and dropped a bundle on Info Alliance25, 
which is not selling. SuperBase26 is a dud 
and Harvard Graphics for Windows27 isn’t 
setting the world afire. No wonder the com­
pany is rumored to be for sale.”
Just then Pammy28 walked into the 
booth. “Who are you?” she asked. “You’re 
not Bob Cringely."______________________
Very funny. Call me with an industry secret 
at (415) 312-0555 and imagine me any way 
you like. Fax: (415) 326-0326, or 
MC!-.CRINGE.
form and available for testing within the hard­
ware or software company, itself. This earliest 
testing is called alpha testing.
15 The software that controls how dis­
plays are generated on the screen of a 
Macintosh computer. QuickDraw was invented 
by Bill Atkinson (see above). It is peculiar to 
Macintosh computers and is not used in IBM 
PCs.
16 In this case, the ability to run applica­
tions that require QuickDraw (see above) on 
computers that have replaced QuickDraw with 
Skier (turns out this is actually called Skia, or 
Skiaa, and refers to a Greek word for shading). 
Though Skia offers advanced technology, to be 
a business success it must not make orphans 
of programs that have already been purchased 
by users, hence the effort to retain some 
compatibility.
17 In this case, a compatibility box, 
which refers to areas of the Macintosh 
computer screen and within its memory where 
QuickDraw, or any other outdated technology, 
is preserved and made available. IBM’s OS/2 
operating system, for example, has a DOS 
compatibility box in which older applications 
for the MS-DOS operating system can be run.
18 Yet another technology for defining 
shapes on-screen and in printers. PostScript 
was invented by John Warnock, chairman of 
Adobe Systems Inc. and is used by Apple 
Computer and most other computer compa­
nies as a printer technology. TrueType was 
invented by Apple as a proposed replacement 
for PostScript when Apple programmers began 
thinking their company was paying too much 
money for PostScript. TrueType is not yet a 
success. Score one for Adobe.
19 Vernacular for computer applications 
— programs like word processors and spread­
sheets that regular folks can use to do real 
work, as opposed to tools like computer lan­
guages, which can be used to do work only by 
techies and nerds who use them to build apps 
for you and me.
29 The second major version of IBM’s 
OS/2 operating system, which is supposed to 
be the successor to MS-DOS. OS/21.0 was a 
failure. IBM has high hopes for OS/2 2.0, 
which should appear in the spring of 1992.
21 Follows alpha (see above). When 
computer hardware or software is ready to be 
tested by actual users but not yet ready to be 
sold to them, it is said to be in beta test. 
Information gained from these last weeks of 
testing is used to make final refinements to the 
products before they are offered for sale.
22 Stands for Extended Industry 
Standard Architecture. There are hardware 
architectures and software architectures, and 
both refer to specific ways for parts of a prod­
uct to fit together. EISA is a hardware architec­
ture that specifies how circuit cards are wired 
into PCs. The original Industry Standard 
Architecture (ISA) was invented by IBM, 
which then moved on to a new architecture 
called the Micro Channel for its PS/2 comput­
ers. The motive for doing so was to force all
the makers of PC clone computers to move to 
the Micro Channel, too, giving IBM at least a 
short-term advantage in the market. This time, 
though, the clone makers said “no” and came 
up with their own architecture (EISA) that 
allows the use of both old circuit cards and 
new. IBM is not amused.
23 Software Publishing Corp., a software 
company that publishes an MS-DOS drawing 
program called Harvard Graphics.
24 A word processing program published 
by SPC.
25 Another SPC product that is used to 
gather information on specified topics from 
other computers and on-line data services like 
those of Dow Jones & Co. automatically. Tell 
InfoAlliance that you are interested in every­
thing available on The College of Wooster and 
it will scan wire services and electronic 
databases, gathering articles and information 
on the College. A great idea, but not enough 
customers are plugged in yet to all these 
services to make InfoAlliance a big success.
2(1 A database program published by
SPC.
27 Aversion of Harvard Graphics that 
works with Microsoft’s Windows 3.0 graphical 
computing environment.
28 Bob Cringely’s main squeeze. Not a 
real person, but this twenty-three-year-old 
woman who speaks her mind and regularly 
complains about Bob’s interest in computers 
has become a major fantasy figure for male 
readers across America. Sad, isn’t it? S3
Mark Stephens 76, living in Palo Alto and liking it.
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Nine Days in M oscow
by R ichard  H. B ell a n d  B arbara L. Bell
A year ago at the annual meeting of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions [IFLA] in Stockholm, Barbara was invited to 
give a paper to the fifty-seventh annual IFLA 
conference, scheduled for Moscow in August, 
1991. Even with the uncertain economic and 
political situation in the Soviet Union through­
out last winter, the opportunity to go to 
Moscow was too much to resist, especially 
since we could both benefit from the confer­
ence’s many planned cultural activities. 
Furthermore, it was a chance to fulfill a long 
held passion to connect, first hand, with the 
great literary and folk traditions of Russian cul­
ture and to take in the architecture, iconogra­
phy and music of the Russian Orthodox reli­
gious heritage.
The 1991 Moscow IFLA theme was 
“Libraries and Culture.” There was, as it 
turned out, more than “culture” to be experi­
enced. The attempted coup in the Soviet Union 
of August 19-21 began just hours before the 
official opening session of the conference.
Barbara was not a tourist but an official 
guest of the Ministry of Culture and the Lenin 
State Library, which hosted the IFLA confer­
ence. For us, then, experiencing the coup 
attempt was very closely connected to the 
mellow all-string women’s Vivaldi Orchestra of 
Moscow playing Mozart and the Moscow 
Classical Ballet’s performance of Prokofiev’s 
Romeo and Juliet during the evening the coup 
began. Later, we were a part of a celebration of 
a lifetime as guests of the Ministry of Culture 
in the Kremlin Palace of Congresses the 
evening of the coup’s collapse.
Also, for three days in the wake of the 
failed coup, under glorious sunshine and blue 
skies, we saw what is truly Russian as we stood 
beside mourners at the floral memorials of 
three killed at the Smolenskaya barricades, 
visited the treasure rooms of the Czars in the 
Kremlin, and breathed the sacred air of the 
Trinity Sergius Monastery in Zagorsk.
Saturday morning before the coup we 
set out to see the central visual and cultural
This report reflects the shared experience 
of the two of us and gives our combined perspectives 
on events as we experienced them in Moscow from 
August 16 through August 25. Barbara is Documents/ 
Reference Librarian and Richard a member of the 
philosophy department. Barbara is also a member of 
the IFLAStanding Committee Section on Bibliography.
This is where the Congress of People’s 
Deputies and the Supreme Soviet met the first week 
in September and voted themselves out of existence.
symbol of Moscow: the Kremlin, Red Square, 
and St. Basil’s Cathedral. This is where tourism 
begins, the source of cold war “intrigue,” where 
secularized ceremony paraded; it is the back­
drop of Western newscasters, and it is where 
Lenin still lies, cold, knowing nothing of what 
passes him by. It was an ordinary beginning to 
what was to be an extraordinary week.
Not being a part of a tour group, we were 
routed around Red Square by city police and 
went from the Royal Mint at one end to St. 
Basil’s at the other through the spacious
The Sacred magnificence of 
St. Basil’s still shows.
arcades of GUM. This legendary department 
store has hundreds of individual departments 
but little store. GUM could be restored to great 
splendor. As it is, except for the help of sun-
Part of the barricade constructed around the Russian 
Parliament building, this bus was rammed by a tank 
under the putsch leaders’ orders on Tuesday evening.
On Wednesday morning, when Richard took this photo­
graph from the “Yeltsin side ” of the barrier, people had 
begun to gather near the spots where three men had 
been killed the night before.
light sparkling through its arched glass roofs, 
it was a drab beehive of bodies lining up, one 
shop at a time, for the next small shipment of 
some — any — essential or luxury item.
The sacred magnificence of St. Basil’s 
still shows through its profaned museum atmo­
sphere. It waits, even cries out, to be reconse­
crated and to have its vertical, claustrophobic 
spiraling towers, varied patterns and bright 
colors filled with the antiphonal chants of the 
Holy Liturgy. Its external forms epitomized 
“old Russia,” turning eastward and earthward 
toward its peasant roots rather than toward 
later Western European architectural ideas.
Sunday was a memorable day for both of 
us. Barbara went to some early conference 
sessions related to her committee work while 
Richard, determined to experience a “live” 
Holy Liturgy, ventured via Moscow’s Metro 
(justifiably honored for the beauty of its sta­
tions) to the Danilovsky Monastery. On the old 
city’s southern borders are several great forti­
fied monasteries which were left in ruin by 
Socialism’s repression of religion. With pere­
stroika and the 1,000th anniversary of the 
Russian Orthodox Church marked in 1988, the 
Danilovsky and another great monastery, the 
Donskoy, began massive restoration projects. 
The Danilovsky is a thirteenth-century founda­
tion and has just become the new seat of the 
Patriarchate of the Russian Church and a lively 
center of church and national renewal.
Richard was surprised and elated to find 
the Patriarch, himself, celebrating the liturgy 
that morning. The two-hour service, through­
out which everyone stands, was interwoven
0  B S E R VAT I 0  N S
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We were in the restaurant when 
a substantial number of tanks 
moved toward Red Square.
York to Moscow. They were Russian emigres 
to the United States who were returning after 
thirty years to Moscow for an emigre confer­
ence during the next week. They, too, had 
been to the Danilovsky service that morning 
and fdled us in on the special significance of 
that particular service — it was the Feast of 
the Assumption, celebrated in the Eastern 
church from at least the eighth century. They 
were visibly moved. One can only imagine 
what the next few days must have been like for 
them.
On Monday morning, August 19, when 
we left the hotel, all seemed normal. After 
walking around an area north of the Kremlin, 
passing the KGB office building and the 
Bolshoy theatre along Karl Marx Boulevard, 
we were to return to Red Square about 11:00 
a.m., once again being asked by a policeman to 
walk around it, once again thinking it was 
because we lacked a tour guide.
At noon we were in the second-floor 
restaurant of the Rossiya Hotel looking out on 
Red Square and St. Basil’s when a substantial 
number of tanks moved in over the 
Moskovoretskaya-Bol’shoy bridge toward Red 
Square and stopped. People mingled fairly 
close to the tanks and appeared to be talking 
with the soldiers, so the tanks’ presence did 
not seem to cause great alarm (tanks and 
armored vehicles around Moscow are not a 
totally unusual sight). We noticed, however, 
that our waiters seemed to peer a bit nervously 
out the windows.
At 1:15 p.m., we met our good friend, 
Linda Williamson, U.S. Studies Librarian at 
Rhodes House in Oxford, just arriving at the 
Rossiya for the official opening conference ses-
with antiphonal choirs singing psalms, 
alleluias and composed church music, and, at 
its apex, a choir of ten monks chanting the 
eucharistic liturgy; it was an aesthetic and spir­
itual feast. The Church seemed to be adding to 
the new hopes brought about by perestroika, 
and it more than fulfilled a desire to hear long­
loved Russian liturgical music in context.
(It is most astonishing that we were to 
learn on the following Tuesday, in the midst of 
the coup, from a delegate who had a short­
wave radio tuned into the BBC world service 
network, that the Patriarch spoke out clearly 
against the coup, something that would never 
have happened just a few years ago.)
That evening, while searching for a rec­
ommended restaurant which turned out to be 
closed, we ended up, instead, in a service at 
the impressively restored Novodevichiy 
Convent, also on the city’s southern ring. To 
our astonishment and delight the Metropolitan 
of Moscow was officiating. Once again, the 
choirs and the lavish ceremony brought the 
Holy Liturgy alive.
At this service we ran into an elderly 
couple we had met on our flight from New
She said, uncertainly, “Have you 
heard? Gorbachev is out!”
know what was going on. As the ballet per­
formance began that evening, a young woman 
seated next to Richard, Georgia Sigala from 
Athens, said in distress, “I’ve heard that they 
have closed the airports.” This news (which we 
later discovered not to be true) clutched us, 
but we tried to put her at ease as best we 
could. Even in trying to calm her anxiety and 
assure her that it would all work out, we, too, 
had growing concerns.
By day’s end on Monday, though radio, 
TV and newspapers were firmly under coup 
control, uncertainty persisted as State TV news 
said little during hours of martial music, 
except that Gorbachev was too ill to rule and 
that an emergency committee was now in 
charge of government and would carry on 
“normally.”
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On Thursday, the day after the collapse of the “coup,” 
an Orthodox priest blesses passersby while an 
“Afghanzi" soldier stands guard. The emblem is the 
Russian coat of arms. The debris is from one of many 
makeshift barricades around the building.
sion. She said, uncertainly, “Have you heard? 
Gorbachev is out!” On such an extraordinary 
note we entered the huge concert hall — won­
dering what had begun, where it might end? 
The Minister of Culture welcoming delegates, 
Nikolaj Gubenko, a well-known actor and film 
maker, professed to know little more than the 
delegates did. Clearly disturbed, he quickly 
left to gather more information. We were 
advised, even with the breaking news, that it 
would be best to carry on. The Vivaldi 
Orchestra began.
Later, during a dinner reception at the 
hotel, a number of delegates called their 
embassies for information. Little was forth­
coming from those sources; we still did not
Rumors were more numerous than facts. 
Our primary sources of information were fel­
low delegates who had listened to short-wave 
radios, a num ber of whom were having conver­
sations with their embassy officials, and four 
Soviet women who had been staffing an IFLA 
information desk in the lobby of our hotel and 
with whom we were to develop some real 
bonds. Ironically, another source of informa­
tion was people who were getting through on 
the telephones to their home countries and 
reporting to us what was being broadcast on 
Western news reports.
Very little was known by Muscovites 
about Gorbachev’s fate, and, to our surprise, 
few Soviets seemed to care about that. Anxiety 
centered on people’s fear that all the gains of 
perestroika would be undone and that the old 
hardliners would set things back a decade or 
more. This anxiety shone in the faces of our 
hotel staff. Hope mounted, however, contribut­
ing to the tension and uncertainty, as large 
crowds in support of Boris Yeltsin began to 
gather at the Russian Parliament building.
We saw those crowds gathering as we 
walked by the Parliament building from our 
hotel to the conference center. Yeltsin, we 
heard from Elena at the hotel IFLA desk, had 
mounted a tank defiantly to address the 
crowds late Monday — a fact that would defi­
nitely not have made the coup-controlled 
nightly news in Moscow. Yeltsin rapidly 
became a symbol of resistance and freedom. A 
series of barricades went up around access 
roads to Yeltsin’s headquarters.
On Monday afternoon a laige blimp­
shaped helium balloon flying the Russian tri­
color (not the Soviet) flag was tethered about
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Rumors were more 
numerous than facts.
Tuesday night curfew as declared by the coup; 
others declared the curfew illegal as had been 
stated by Yeltsin.
We walked to the conference venue from 
our hotel early Tuesday morning, picking our 
way over two barricades and passing the 
Yeltsin headquarters with its growing corps of 
defenders. Barbara’s paper and panel on the 
status and future directions for current 
national bibliographies was scheduled at noon. 
It went on. As if the tension of a presentation to 
200 international delegates simultaneously 
translated into four other languages were not 
enough, everyone this day was listening with 
divided attention. Her paper went very well. In 
fact, it was the starting point for most of the 
questions and discussion which followed the 
four panel papers.
Meanwhile IFLA officials and Soviet 
hosts struggled most of the day to decide 
whether or not to continue the conference.
They sought out advice from scores of 
embassies representing delegates from around 
the world. Since most things in the city seemed 
to be working, they were urged to carry on.
On this second day hundreds of 
“Afghanzis” — veterans of the Soviet’s 
Afghanistan war — came to Yeltsin’s aid and 
defended the barricades. We learned of this 
point only from our Intourist guide on a con­
ference tour bus to Zagorsk the following 
Saturday. She remarked then on how the 
Afghan war had “raised the self-conscious­
ness” of those who fought in it and that they 
had become a well-organized veteran’s group 
throughout the Soviet Union supporting demo­
cratic reforms.
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300 feet above the fifteen- to twenty-story 
Russian Parliament building. This we could 
see directly out of our hotel room window less 
than a quarter mile away. We thought that as 
long as it was aloft, there was still hope that 
the coup had not been totally successful. (By 
lunch on Tuesday, we heard from other dele­
gates that Monday evening two corps of tanks 
called in by the coup had defected to Yeltsin 
and positioned themselves in defense of demo­
cratic reforms. The lines were now clearly 
drawn both ideologically and physically.)
There was a real sense of frustration in 
not being able to piece together precisely what 
was going on. For example, while using the 
Metro both Monday and Tuesday evenings, we 
witnessed groups of Muscovites congregated 
around handbills posted on the underground 
stations’ walls which were obviously compet­
ing to pass on instructions and counter-instruc­
tions from both coup and Yeltsin sources. 
People in the underground stations were 
engaged in intense but quiet discussions.
It was an uneasy place to be for out­
siders not understanding the language but 
somehow inferring the people’s fears. Some 
handbills, we discovered later, called for a
On Friday, hundreds of people placed flowers at this spot 
and two others to memorialize the dead. It became a new 
shrine. Even new brides in their wedding dresses came to 
lay flowers here rather than at the more traditional tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier in the Kremlin gardens.
Rumor late in the afternoon was that the 
coup would mount a commando raid on 
Yfeltsin’s headquarters that night. It was begin­
ning to press home to us because “home” for 
the moment was the Belgrad Hotel — just four 
blocks from Yeltsin’s headquarters and two 
from the barricades. Hotel staff left early, and 
we lay awake in bed talking over worst-case 
scenarios. At midnight gunfire broke out. 
Richard estimated thirty to forty rounds. It 
ended within about a half hour, and we heard
no more.
We got up very early Wednesday (5:00 
a.m.) to try and reach our children in Wooster 
(10:00 p.m. EST, Tuesday) on the international 
telephones in the hotel lobby. During each of 
many tries we kept getting a digital readout 
“technical fault.” About 5:30 a.m., while still in 
the lobby, we met a young American, who 
introduced himself as Darrington, from 
Louisiana. He was living in our hotel while 
employed by a construction firm making 
repairs on the old U.S. Embassy.
He had just been called by the embassy 
and told to delay coming to work. They said 
that too much was happening near the 
embassy, that a number of people had died 
near there, and that they would send someone 
for him later. Darrington said that he felt safe 
with a Marine detachment in the embassy 
compound, but that if he were in our situation, 
he would “leave as soon as possible.” We were 
still concerned about not reaching our chil­
dren, but the night desk clerk, Nina, to whom 
Darrington introduced us, thoughtfully 
arranged a “booked” call home that we would 
receive later. Nina said several times, “I don’t 
know what will happen,” and shook her head 
with a sad, anxious look. It was very quiet in 
the lobby at that hour. The skies were gray and
misty as they had been since Monday after­
noon. We were coming very close to making a 
decision to leave early, if possible.
Tension was very high that morning as 
word of several dead at the barricades reached 
our hotel. At breakfast about 8:00 a.m., Merrill 
Smith, an art and architecture librarian at MIT,
The helium balloon and 
Russian flag were still up.
confirmed the killings, having heard it from 
Russians she knew. At our breakfast table, 
Dermot Engelfield, Parliamentary Librarian in 
the House of Commons, London, predicted 
with expressive gloom that armed conflict was 
imminent.
Barbara went off anxiously to meetings 
as Richard headed to the U.S. Embassy to reg­
ister our presence formally and to seek further 
advice. Barbara expressed her unease at our 
going separate ways that morning. Hotel con­
ference delegates were not allowed to walk past 
the barricades, and a bus took them a long 
round-about route to the conference center. On 
his way to the U.S. Embassy less than three 
blocks from our hotel, Richard came upon 
burned-out trolley cars, buses and streetcars 
“donated” by workers as barricades for a majof 
ring road access point to the Yeltsin 
headquarters.
This was the largest and most formi­
dable of the half-dozen barricades. It blocked 
all access along the eight-lane Smolenskaya 
Boulevard near the underpass at Prospect 
Kalinina. He found on the other side of this 
tangle of vehicles crowds silently gathering 
in the rain, staring at the street and some
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dropping flowers on three spots. He inferred 
that this must have been where some had 
been killed overnight. Embassy officials con­
firmed this later — two had been crushed by a 
coup tank and one shot in the head. It was an 
unsettling moment and an unforgettably vivid 
set of images as he lingered on the margins in 
the heavy mist and rains.
The rumored raid had not materialized. 
The helium balloon and Russian flag were still 
up, but there were now a few martyrs. Elena, at 
the IFLA information desk back at the hotel, 
was interested in Richard’s report returning 
from the Smolenskaya barricades and later 
remarked that he “had been a good source of 
information for her and her colleagues.” Her 
remark underscored how we all, Muscovites 
and visitors, had become dependent upon one 
another, moving through these days one event 
at a time, and all working on how we could 
best interpret and understand it all for our 
emotional survival.
By mid-day word was that the coup was 
unravelling, and near 2:00 p.m. Elena caught 
Richard by the arm and said that TV news was 
reporting that the coup leaders were taking 
flight to central Asia. About mid-afternoon, the
This place had become a shrine —  
a symbol of a nation 
waiting for ressurection.
rains stopped, and the sun broke through the 
clouds. At the rapid turn of events, delegates at 
the conference center had confirmed that the 
evening Kremlin program was on — to the 
delight of everyone. Barbara called at our pre­
arranged time of 4:00 p.m., and with a new lilt 
in her voice, said that all was a-buzz around the 
conference center. They had shortened after­
noon sessions and were putting on buses to 
take delegates from the center to the Kremlin, 
and we should meet there about 6:00.
It was a celebration of a lifetime! Here 
we were, in the top floor ballroom of the 
marble and glass Palace of Congresses, inside 
the Kremlin walls, ushering in a new era which 
only a few hours earlier had been in jeopardy. 
That evening all the passion that is the 
Motherland surfaced in dozens of entertainers 
from different Soviet republics, including the 
famous and stunningly beautiful Russian 
Berjoska dance troupe.
All seized the moment to release two 
and a-half days of tensions. Two thousand dele­
gates and guests, some five hundred from the 
Soviet Union, danced and sang to tunes from 
Russia, the Ukraine and Georgia, Uzbekistan, 
Armenia and Turkmenia. Caviar, vodka and 
brandy were not in short supply on this occa­
sion. As the evening progressed, Richard 
mused, with an inward smile, humming a 
Russian folksong to himself, “If you want to be 
where the action is, just follow the librarians.” 
It was a great moment to be alive — in 
Moscow, in the Kremlin, Wednesday, August 
21,1991.
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The Trinity Cathedral at the 
Trinity-St. Sergius 
Monastery in Zagorsk. 
Pilgrims come twenty-fours 
a day to pray in this fif­
teenth-century cathedral at 
the tomb of St. Sergius, con­
sidered the founding patron 
of “Mother Russia.”
Small spontaneous celebrations had 
erupted around the city late Wednesday after­
noon and evening as word spread of the coup’s 
collapse. On our way home from the Kremlin 
gala late that evening, the city’s mood seemed 
visibly transformed. Laiger, more oiganized 
celebrations took place on Thursday, including 
the removal of the huge statue of the founder 
of the KGB in front of its headquarters build­
ing on the central Karl Marx street. We chose 
not to join those rallies, though we were urged 
to do so by our Russian friends in the hotel. 
Rather we picked up on lost time to visit some 
of Moscow’s historic and holy sites.
An added celebration came on Thursday 
evening as we were guests at a remarkable 
banquet for about 400 delegates in the main 
reading room of the Lenin State Library, one 
block west of the Kremlin’s main Trotsky gate.
It was remarkable in two ways: that a banquet 
should happen at all in such an historic room 
hosted by librarians, and that under the eye of 
Lenin we should be celebrating the failure of 
the seventy-year experiment he had set in 
motion!
Friday and Saturday we were returning 
to what seemed like more normal tourism, but 
it had its special twists after the failed coup. 
One difference was that our guides spent half 
their “narrating” time passionately sharing 
with us their feelings about their country, the 
coup debacle, and their hopes for the future as 
we passed through the Kremlin Armory muse­
um Friday morning and on our day trip to the 
Trinity Seigius Monastery at Zagorsk, Russia’s 
Holy City, on Saturday.
Zagorsk is a great pilgrimage site; it is 
where St. Seigius and Boris Godunov are 
enshrined. It was on our way to Zagorsk that 
we learned of the Afghanzis, and in one con­
versation on Saturday, our guide said to 
Richard, “Thank God for Gorbachev, perestroi­
ka , and the coup.” What a paradox to praise 
these three in one breath, but the former two 
set things in motion and gave the people new 
hope, and the latter did in the old guard and 
communism once and for all. We have all since 
heard both Gorbachev and Yeltsin say categori­
cally, on September 6th, that “seventy years of
Soviet communism have been a failure.”
On Friday afternoon we returned togeth­
er to the Smolenskaya barricades, which had 
now become a pilgrimage site itself. Hundreds 
came — even children and young brides — to 
pay their respect. The flower memorials were 
now a foot or more deep, neatly placed, with 
pictures of the dead, icons, bread, juice, salt 
and cigarettes. This place, with flowers pressed 
against burnt-out buses and ordered neatly on 
the pavement, had become a shrine — a sym­
bol of a nation waiting for resurrection. The 
Church must be destined to play a new role in 
its life. We added some rubles and stood silently 
for awhile, knowing that our safety, too, was 
linked to these young men. We owed them our 
gratitude.
So we briefly, but dramatically, peered 
into Russia’s past, now with some new feel­
ings, and perhaps greater understanding that
That evening all the passion that 
is the Motherland surfaced. . .
parts of it might rise again, Phoenix-like, from 
the ashes — this time, however, without the 
aim of Empire or expansion. Church, State and 
Republics have a new agenda now. It was 
advice from a simple monk, Seigius, in 
Zagorsk in 1380 to the Russian Prince Dimitry 
Donskoy that gave birth to the Motherland. 
Seigius blessed and encouraged the Prince 
just before he victoriously engaged the Tartars 
at Kulikovo. Now, after a different kind of vic­
tory, it will take the patience and courage of 
the people through much suffering to survive 
in and build again the Motherland.
After these nine days in Moscow, we, 
too, felt like survivors. If one of the responsi­
bilities of librarians is to be caretakers of the 
past and to store the memories of cultures for 
future generations to read, then surely the 
presence of 1,500 librarians in Moscow in late 
August, 1991, should lead to those events 
being remembered around the world. £2
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Women in Sports
by John F inn
When the North Coast AthleticConference was formed in 1984, one of its chief objectives was to address the imbalance that 
existed between men’s and women’s athletic 
programs on the collegiate level. The goal was 
to create a situation in which all athletes — 
male and female — would have the same 
opportunities and the same level of support. 
Eight years and two new conference members 
later, athletic administrators, coaches and ath­
letes are wondering how far the women’s pro­
grams have come. Is there equality? Have the 
women caught up with the men?
The answers depend on whom you ask. 
At Wooster, where basketball and field 
hockey became the first varsity sports for 
women in 1965, opinions vary, but most agree 
that the growth in women’s sports has been 
exceptional. One of the most knowledgeable 
sources on the subject is Nan Nichols, who 
came to the College in 1962 and has served as 
director of athletics for women since 1970. 
Nichols has a unique historical perspective, 
having helped nurse the women’s program 
from an awkward infancy to its current level of 
maturity. She gives Wooster high marks.
“I think we have made significant 
progress,” she says. “When I think back to the 
early days when our athletes had to practice at 
ten o’clock at night and play games at ten 
o’clock in the morning because of limited gym 
space, and compare that with the way things 
are today, I don’t think there is any question 
that we have made remarkable gains.”
Ann Cleary ’79, who played basketball 
for Nichols between 1975 and ’79 and who will 
become the first female president of the “W” 
Association later this year, agrees with her for­
mer mentor. “I think that the establishment of 
the North Coast Athletic Conference was a 
major step forward for women’s athletics,” she 
says. “When I played, there was no conference, 
so we had no conference championship to 
shoot for and no all-conference squads to rec­
ognize our achievements. The NCAC has pro­
vided tremendous opportunities for women, 
and I think that is very important."
What exactly has the North Coast 
Athletic Conference done on behalf of women 
since 1984?
To begin with, the NCAC was a trend-set­
ter in establishing conference championships 
for every woman’s sport. Secondly, the NCAC 
established all-conference honors for women, 
something never before available. Thirdly, the 
NCAC has tried to promote all sports equally 
by issuing a weekly release that provides 
standings, statistics and results for all teams,
not just for football, basketball and baseball 
as was once the case in the Ohio Athletic 
Conference.
As a result of the NCAC’s success, 
other conferences from all NCAA divi­
sions have followed suit, which is a 
reason to be proud according to 
executive director Dennis 
Collins. “We have done more 
than give lip service toe- 
quality,” says Collins, who 
helped to build the confer­
ence from the ground up.
“We have made concert­
ed efforts in all phases of 
our operations to ensure 
that all athletes and all 
teams are treated fairly.
Carissa Connor V2.
“We were the first conference to feature 
our men’s and women’s coaches together in an 
annual media-day luncheon, as we do for bas­
ketball,” adds Collins. This was revolutionary 
at the time (1984), but now many conferences 
do it and some, such as the Ivy League, have 
called Collins for advice on how to do it. 
“Combining our men’s and women’s champion­
ships has also helped to showcase both pro­
grams,” continues Collins. “These combined 
championships have been a source of pride for 
the men and women in our conference, and 
we’re very proud of those efforts.”
Most female athletes who played before 
the creation of the NCAC agree that it has pro­
vided a major impetus for the growth of 
women’s sports, but many of today’s athletes
tend to view the current situation more criti­
cally. For example, Carissa Conner ’92, a feisty 
forward for the Lady Scot field hockey team, 
believes the men’s and women’s programs at
What has the NCAC 
done for women ?
Wooster are not yet equal. “There are still 
inequities in the system that have to be 
addressed,” she says. “It would be a mistake'0 
say that we have reached equality. I am pas­
sionate about sport, and I am determined to 
continue believing that women have a right t° 
all the advantages the men receive.”
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The inequities that seem to concern 
Conner most are funding and publicity.
Typically, the men’s teams get more attention 
from the media, a larger media brochure, and 
more money for trips, equipment and things 
like that,” says Conner. “These differences 
send a negative message to women athletes."
Nichols, however, offers another explana­
tion for these differences. “Budgets have noth­
ing to do with gender,” she says. “Funding is 
based on such things as the size of the team, 
the type of equipment required, and the 
amount of travel.”
Still Conner and many of her peers are 
unconvinced. They see a new frontier for 
women’s athletics and are determined to pro­
vide better opportunities for the female ath­
letes who will follow them. “If Wooster is going 
to claim that it is politically sensitive and 
aware, it has to apply to all phases, including 
athletics,” says Conner, who was named first- 
team All-American last fall. “We have to be 
consistent.”
Tammy Berger ’93, a starter for the Lady 
Scot basketball team and an all-conference per­
former in soccer and track, has some ideas 
about why the inequities to which Conner 
pointed still exist. “Right now, women’s sports 
aren’t as popular as men’s sports,” she says. 
“That’s not true just at Wooster, but 1 think it is 
the case at a lot of schools. We don’t have the 
fan support, nor do we get the coverage that 
the men get.”
Berger is right when she suggests that 
the difference in fan support and media atten­
tion is not a Wooster phenomenon. On a much 
larger scale, attendance for women’s basket­
ball, arguably the most visible women’s sport 
on the college level today, consistently lags 
behind attendance for the male counterparts. 
'This is true at NCAA Division I powers like 
Tennessee and Virginia and UCLA even 
though those schools are national champion 
contenders every year.
Although there have been national tele­
casts of a few women’s games in recent years, 
women’s games do not command the same 
media attention as the men. It is a classic 
chicken and egg scenario —  when the crowds 
increase, the media will follow, but the imbal­
ance in media attention, many will argue, 
serves to keep down the crowds.
Not surprisingly, the current generation 
of athletes is impatient with the status quo. To 
some, that may suggest little appreciation for 
the strides that have been made and for those 
who laid the foundation for today’s comparative 
prosperity. Are today’s athletes more selfish 
and spoiled than their predecessors?
Marge Forbush, 76, who excelled in 
field hockey and lacrosse from 1972-76 and was 
inducted into the “W ’ Association Hall of 
Fame last June, thinks neither label is accu­
rate. “I don’t think it’s a matter of being selfish
port from the campus for their participation as 
had male athletes and male athletic teams.
Regarding status, the respondents were 
split. Close to 60 percent said participation in a 
varsity sport is a status symbol for women in 
the same way that it is for men. In comparison 
with male athletes, the women surveyed over­
whelmingly (92 percent) indicated that they 
are just as competitive and as proficient in 
their sport. Most of the women (91 percent) 
also agreed that participating in a varsity sport 
enhances their self-esteem.
One of the most significant results of the 
survey is its suggestion that there is a lack of 
female role models for women athletes. More 
than half of the women surveyed said that they 
had more male role models than female in the
or spoiled,” she says. “I think its that women 
are finally getting what they deserve, and I 
think it’s great.”Still, the issue of equality for 
women in sports goes much deeper than the 
size of a team’s budget or the amount of space 
it receives in the newspaper. Are women ath­
letes afforded the same respect as their male 
counterparts? Do they receive the same moral 
support? Does participating in a varsity sport 
carry the same status for women as it does for 
men?
A recent survey taken by Wooster’s 
Office of Sports Information attempted to 
address these questions as well as other issues 
affecting women’s sports. Of the fifty women 
athletes surveyed, 80 percent said that they 
were not accorded the same respect for their 
abilities as men. That same percentage indicat­
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Equality for women in sports 
goes much deeper than 
the size of a team’s budget.
According to some of the athletes, 
inequities also exist within the women’s pro­
gram and not just between women’s and men’s 
programs. “I definitely see a difference in the 
sports I play,” says Berger. “Basketball is treated 
best, followed by soccer and then track.”
Still, there are inequities between the 
men’s and women’s programs that many 
women athletes believe can and should be 
addressed, including facility use. “I think it’s 
unfair, for instance, that the men’s soccer team 
gets to use the main field more than we do and 
that the men’s basketball team gets to use the 
main court more than we do,” says Berger. 
“That’s something I don’t understand.”
Even given these concerns, most of the 
athletes recognize that they are the beneficiar­
ies of an era of progress. “In the four years I 
have been here, I have seen great progress,” 
says Julie Anderson ’92, a four-year letterwin- 
ner in soccer. “I think a lot of it has to do with 
our coaches. Nick (Cowell) and David (Brown) 
have done a lot of negotiating to get us more 
time on the field, a more attractive schedule 
and nicer uniforms, for example. Over and 
above this, they have done an outstanding job 
in building a highly competitive program.” 
Conner, too, cites improvements. “There 
is no doubt that things have gotten better, a lot 
better, in my four years here,” she says. “I think 
our administration has addressed the issues 
and has tried to close the gap between the two 
programs. We don’t hear excuses anymore.” 
Larisa Fricsons ’95, a soccer player who 
led the team in scoring last fall, supports
context of athletics. In fact, when asked to list 
the top five women athletes in the world today, 
few athletes listed more than three, and ten of 
the respondents failed to list any.
Many conclusions can be drawn from 
the survey, but two appear to be the most obvi­
ous —  that women want and need support for 
their athletic endeavors and that they are every 
bit as committed, competitive and competent 
in sports as male athletes.
It should be noted that there are differ­
ences in Wooster’s intercollegiate athletic pro­
gram that do not favor men. For example, 
Wooster has supported varsity volleyball for 
women since 1967. But repeated efforts by the 
men’s club team to gain varsity status during 
the past ten years have failed, despite note­
worthy success on the court and exemplary 
organization off the court. While budgetary 
considerations may be part of the problem, it is 
clear that Wooster, which already sponsors one 
more sport for men (eleven) than women 
(ten), does not want to widen that gap.
Conner’s opinion. ^ ^ in k  we’re
treated very well,” she says. “I see
some differences (between men’s
and women’s programs), but nothing as drastic 
as in high school.”
“I don’t think we have nearly as many 
inequities today,” says Nichols, who ought to 
know. “We have really progressed. It may be 
inaccurate to say that the two programs are 
exactly equal, but I think there is a great deal 
more fairness now than there used to be.”
But what about the future? Are there 
assurances that the growth will continue? Both 
Nichols and Cleary are optimistic.
“Whenever we are confronted with an 
inequity in the system, we address it immedi­
ately and try to get it corrected,” says Nichols. 
“I am constantly on the alert for these types of
problems, and I think because of the sensiti­
vity of the subject, everyone has been particu­
larly careful not to do something that would b* 
considered unfair.”
“I think it is vital that the women’s per­
spective continues to have a voice,” says 
Cleary. “I don’t see us going anywhere but 
forward from here.”
Whether or not true equality in men’s 
and women’s athletics, at Wooster or anywhe1* 
else, can ever be reached will continue to be 
debated. But thanks to the dedicated efforts1,1 
people like Nan Nichols and Ann Cleary, the 
women’s movement has made enormous 
strides. And given the passion and awareness 
of people like Carissa Conner, Tammy Bergen 
Julie Anderson and others, women’s athletics, 
will no doubt continue to grow and prosper. “
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Alumni News
by Jeffrey S. Todd ’83
Celebration Everywhere! 
Wooster is 125!
Throughout this year alumni, parents of current and former students, and friends of the College are celebrating Wooster’s 125th anniversary right in their own back yards. In November, President 
and Mrs. Henry Copeland joined alumni gath­
erings in Los Angeles and San Francisco. In 
Los Angeles, alumni gathered for brunch at 
the Long Beach Yacht Club. San Francisco 
alumni met for an early evening reception at 
the Casa de la Vista on Treasure Island. This 
special location included a spectacular night­
time view of the city. At each event President 
Copeland shared his reflections on Wooster’s 
first hundred years.
In Charlotte, James Blackwood ’41 was 
the guest of honor at a reception held at the 
Junior League of Charlotte in November. 
Following a social hour, Blackwood delivered 
remarks titled “The First 125 Years.” Gordon 
Tait (religious studies emeritus) traveled to 
Westchester County, N.Y., New York City and 
Princeton, N. J., to help alumni in these three 
regions to recognize Wooster’s anniversary. In 
Dayton, Ohio, alumni met at the Dayton 
Racquet Club for hors d’oeuvres and a talk by 
Tait on “Wooster: Tradition and Change.” (Tait 
was also to travel to Toledo in January but a 
severe snowstorm caused the event to be post­
poned until April.)
In late January, Peter Havholm (English, 
Editor of Wooster), Hayden Schilling (history, 
Dean of Admissions), Larry Stewart (English 
and education), and Gordon Collins (psycholo­
gy) greeted alumni in Washington, D.C., at a 
wine and cheese reception held at the 
University Club. During the reception alumni 
enjoyed music by the Chesterbrook Players 
(also known as the WGMS Players), a string 
quartet. Following the reception, Havholm 
delivered a talk titled “With a Little Help from 
Our Friends.” From Washington, Havholm 
traveled to Boston for another 125th anniver­
sary observance. The Boston celebration was 
held at the Royal Sonesta Hotel. In February, 
alumni from the Baltimore area gathered on a 
crystal-blue sky day for a champagne brunch 
at the Rusty Scupper on the Inner Harbour.
R. Stanton Hales (mathematics, Vice President 
for Academic Affairs) was the special guest for 
the day and following brunch he delivered 
remarks titled “A Newcomer Views Wooster at
125.” Each anniversary celebration concluded 
with the serving of a Wooster birthday cake, 
decked with an environmentally sensitive 
rather than chronologically correct number of 
candles.
Perhaps the grandest celebration to date 
has been the Northeast Ohio 125th 
Anniversary Gala organized by the Cleveland 
Leadership Group for Wooster. The event was 
held on February 8 at the Stouffer Tower City 
Plaza Hotel in downtown Cleveland. The 
evening began with cocktails in the hotel atri­
um. Dinner was served in the Ambassador 
Ballroom, which was filled with black and gold 
balloons and plenty of McLeod Tartan ribbon. 
Following dinner, President Henry Copeland 
greeted the celebrants and reflected briefly on 
Wooster’s history. For the rest of the evening, 
guests danced to the big band music of 
Nightcoach. Carol Lower Brenner 79 chaired 
the gala affair for the Cleveland Leadership 
Group.
In addition to anniversary events, 
Cleveland alumni attended the Cleveland 
Opera production of The Barber of Seville star­
ring Erie Mills 75. Following the performance 
Paul Abbey 73 hosted a reception for Erie in 
the Chesterfield Apartments’ penthouse. In 
Dallas, Wooster’s baseball coach, Tim 
Pettorini, was the special guest at a barbecue 
hosted by Ted ’56 and Bea Hole. In Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, alumni attended a recital by 
tenor David Gordon ’69.
The Land o’ Scots opened the holiday 
season with the reading of Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol by Willem Lange ’57. 
Following the reading, the Copelands were
hosts for a festive reception with music by 
harpist Wendy Bumard Barlow 74. In January 
the local group met for a pre-game supper at 
the College Underground (formerly Ichabod’s, 
and The Cage before that). After a hearty sup­
per, William McHenry, Director of Physical 
Education, Recreation, and Athletics, spoke 
about the athletic program at Wooster, reflect­
ing on his first months at its helm. After 
McHenry’s talk the group walked to Timken 
Gymnasium for the most exciting men’s bas­
ketball game yet this year. The Fighting Scots 
played the Wittenberg Tigers in a crucial North 
Coast Athletic Conference contest. The Scots 
triumphed brilliantly over the Tigers 65-59, 
which left them tied with Wittenberg atop the 
conference standings and also nationally 
ranked.
Coming Soon
April 9 Toledo (rescheduled)
Maumee Bay State Park with Gordon Tait 
(religious studies, emeritus)
April 26 Akron
The Winery at Wolf Creek
April 30 Philadelphia
With President Henry Copeland
April 30 Cleveland
Ameritrust Officers’ Dining Room with 
Athletic Director Bill McHenry
Pauline Lee 
McClelland ’21 was 
among the guests at 





Alumni Weekend ’92, 
June 4 -7
If you are a member of one of these 
classes —1917, 22, 27, ’32, ’37, ’42, '47, ’52, ’57, 
’62, '67, ’72, ’77, ’82, ’87 — then you will want to 
plan to be in Wooster the weekend of June 4-7 
for your reunion. Each class has organized 
events appropriate to its own celebration, and 
there will also be a schedule overflowing with 
events for all. For example, there will be 
faculty lectures, campus tours led by current 
students, a “W” Association golf outing, a spe­
cial dinner for members of Scots Forever (for­
merly the Old Guard) with guest speaker Vice 
President for Academic Affairs R. Stanton 
Hales, the parade of classes, all-class continen­
tal breakfast and 108th annual meeting of the 
Alumni Association, Distinguished Alumni 
Awards Assembly, and the annual alumni run 
and walk.
You should already have received a letter 
from your class president outlining your 
class’s reunion plans, along with an alumni 
office questionnaire to return. In March a 
detailed brochure will be mailed from the cam­
pus. Please be certain to mail your reserva­
tions for Alumni Weekend to the College 
by May 15.
Summer of ’92:
Another Liberal Arts 
Experience
Plan now to attend Wooster’s popular 
Alumni College, which will be held on the 
campus the week of June 14-20. Once again 
this year, members of Wooster’s faculty have 
been invited to lecture on topics close to their 
hearts. Paul Christianson (English) will pre­
sent a series of lectures titled “Americans and 
Their language.” Vivian Holliday (classical 
studies) will discuss “Leadership in Fifth 
Century Athens: Pericles and Cleon”; “The 
Iconography of Roman Leadership in the 
Augustan Age”; and “Arenas of Local 
Leadership in Roman Corinth.” “Spain, 1492- 
1992: From Birth to Rebirth” will be the topic 
addressed by John Gabriele (Spanish). Also 
lecturing for the Alumni College will be Sheryl 
Horowitz (sociology and anthropology), who 
will discuss the relativity of health and disease 
among cultures.
During the week, the Alumni College 
will attend two performances of the Ohio Light 
Opera; visit the “AmeriFlora ’92: America’s 
Celebration of Discovery” in Columbus, Ohio; 
hear a special performance by Daniel Winter 
(music) and Vice President for Development 
Sara Patton ’67, “Poetry and Music”; and visit 
the University Circle area of Cleveland. A 
brochure will be mailed to all alumni, parents 
and friends in March.
A L U M N I  N E W S
All over the country as 
Wooster celebrates its 125th, 
each cake has been an origi­
nal. Here is the style adopted 
in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, for the November 
party there.
The College of Wooster: 
Then and Now
You have received information in the 
mail about a new pictorial book on the College 
being published this spring by Harmony 
House Publishers in Louisville. You can still 
take advantage of their pre-publication offer.
The College of Wooster: Then and Now fea­
tures color photography by Scott Goldsmith, 
one of the country’s foremost photographers, 
whose work appears in National Geographic, 
Time, Newsweek, and Sports Illustrated. 
Goldsmith’s photos have been edited by William 
Strode, a two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photographer. In addition, the book features an 
introduction by Susan Q. Stranahan ’68, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning writer for the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, and a section of nostalgic photographs 
from the College’s archives.
Orders for the book, which is priced at 
$42.50 plus $4.75 for shipping and handling, can 
be given to Operator 526AR at 1 (800) 523-0124.
The book is scheduled to be shipped in 
early April to all those who have placed orders.
Summer/Fall Travel 
Opportunities
'Phis summer and fall the Alumni 
Association is offering a variety of domestic 
travel opportunities for alumni, parents and 
friends of the College. The first program is a 
Vermont bicycling tour July 12-17. The average 
daily distance for this trip will be between 
twenty and twenty-five miles, and participants 
cycle at their leisure. Beginning at Okemo 
Lantern Lodge in Proctorsville, Vermont, the 
trip will include overnight stays at the October 
Country Inn, Golden Stage Inn, Saxton’s River 
Inn, and the Inn at Weathersfield. Bike 
Vermont will be in charge, and they will pro­
vide two support staff and a support van to 
carry luggage and — if necessary — you. A 
weekend fall foliage trip will also be offered 
September 25-27,1992 in New Hampshire.
The group will stay at the Dowds’ Country Inn. 
located on the beautiful Common in Lyme, 
New Hampshire, and explore different cycling 
routes each day.
Again this year a cycling opportunity wil* 
be offered in the Pacific Northwest. This San 
Juan Islands tour will last six days, August 
9-14, with an average daily distance of between 
twenty and thirty miles. The trip will take the 
group through an area described by a national 
bicycling association as “the best and most 
popular place to bicycle in the United States.” 
During the course of this trip, you will island 
hop via ferry to three different islands: Lopez. 
Orcas, and San Juan. Each island has its own 
character, including pastoral grazing land, 
wooded cliffs rising from the sea, lightly trav­
eled back roads through tall eveigreen forests, 
and always the breath-taking coast, with snow­
capped mountains in the background.
Rounding out the summer travel pro­
gram will be a windjammer cruise off the coas1 
of Maine, July 27 to August 1. Encounters on 
this trip include warm, sunny days off the blue 
and green coast of Maine, seals basking on tlk 
rocks of an uninhabited island, osprey circling 
overhead, perhaps even a whale slowly crest­
ing just off the bow. The view will be from 
aboard the Mary Day, the first windjammer to 
be built especially with passengers’ comfort in 
mind. The main saloon is laige and welcoming 
and offers cozy sitting areas. Each cheerful 
cabin has ample headroom, easy access from 
the deck, and an opening skylight and windo"1 
providing plenty of fresh air and sunshine. On 
deck, an uncluttered layout invites you to enjo)' 
the sea, good Wooster company, or a book if 
inclined.
A brochure detailing all four trips was 
mailed from the campus in February. Each is 
limited to a small number of participants, and 
you are encouraged to make your reservations 
as soon as possible. Alumni Association travel 
programs provide a unique opportunity to 
travel with people with whom you have 
Wooster in common while keeping the option 
of having time to yourself. S3
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Alumni Association 
Officers & Board 
Members 1991-92
President: Kent M. Weeks ’59
6025 Sherwood Dr., Nashville, TN 37215
President-Elect: Randolph L. Snow '68 
128 18th St„ N.W., Canton, OH 44703
Class of 1 9 9 2
Julia Beuter Bogner 76
1660 Arthur Dr., Wooster, OH 44691
Robert G. Mellert ’41**
1300 Queens Rd„ Apt. 317, Charlotte, NC 28207 
Irwin L Reese 75
124 West 72nd St., New York, NY 10023
Jean Carroll Scott ’41
Box 13, Eden Mills, VT 05653
Roger W. Stoneburner ’44*
Route 3, Box 212F, Blue Waters Dr.
Marble Falls, TX 78654
Susan Q. Stranahan ’68*
145 Anton Rd., Wynnewood, PA 19096
Mina Ramage Van Cleef ’53**
530 Skipper’s lane, P.O. Box 2054,
Orient, NY 11957
Class of 1 9 9 3
Ann Howes Anderson ’82**
2900 Hidden Lake Dr., Williamsburg, VA 23185
Nancy Braund Boruch ’64*
1205-B Central St., Evanston, IL 60201
Sara E. Bradley ’67
23 Merrimac PL, Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107
Richard A. Holroyd ’52
35 Woodfield Rd., Stony Brook, NY 11790
Walter H. Rockenstein II ’65*
643 East 57th St., Minneapolis, MN 55417
Barry L. Stephens 75
606 Albany St., Femdale, MI 48220
James G. Stoll 72**
240 Walnut St., Brookline, MA 02146
Class of 1 9 9 4
Julie Ferguson-Haines ’86
9706 Rossetti Court, Burke, VA 22015
Warwick J. Harris, Jr. ’66
11163 Woodelves Way, Columbia, MD 21044
Kathleen Kelly Johnson ’62 
3996 State Rd., Akron, OH 44319
William A. Longbrake ’65*
939 18th Avenue East, Seattle, WA 98112
Peter L. Morgan ’81**
4019 West Corona St., Tampa, FL 33629
Solomon Oliver, Jr. '69*
1644 Crest Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44121
F. Scott Wilson 78**
7912 Foxhound Rd., McLean, VA 22102
‘Members of the Board of Trustees elected by 
the alumni
“ Members appointed to the Alumni Board
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Homecoming 1991 was a great success 
despite the dreary weather. The football team 
won, and the turnout for our class was amazing!
I (Katie) saw so many familiar faces and heard 
so much news that everything got confused. (I 
did not have my pen and paper ready!) Please 
write soon, so I can get my facts straight! 
However, several of you have already written.
Rachael Henderson, who lives in 
Augusta, ME, happily reports that she survived 
her first major hurricane, Bob, without too 
much major damage.
Bill Abbott is studying architecture in 
graduate school at Washington U. He misses 
Wooster and would love to hear from everyone. 
His address: 6820 Delmar Blvd., Apt. 309, 
University City, MO 63130.
Katie Maier is keeping busy. Besides 
being a full-time graduate student at the U of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, she has two jobs, one at 
the student union art center and the other at the 
Milwaukee Art Museum. Although she is busy, 
she always takes time to read letters. Her 
address: 2616 N. Frederick Ave., #326, 
Milwaukee, WI 53211.
Kennedy M iller is working as a staff 
assistant in the career center at Cornell U. She 
hopes to take graduate classes next fall. 
Kennedy can be reached at 100 Homestead Rd„ 
#3, Ithaca, NY 14850.
Andy Lewellen left for Europe in 
October. He is living in a flat in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, and looking for “the” job. He would be 
delighted to hear from classmates, especially 
anyone traveling in Great Britain. His address:
14 Mile End Ave., Aberdeen, Scotland AB2 4LR.
Mari Yamakawa is taking graduate 
classes at the U of Pittsburgh.
Bryan H ost is attending graduate school 
at the U of California-Berkley.
Barbara Bena married Stephen Chua on 
July 14,1991. (See photo.) Barbara met Stephen 
in Aberdeen, Scotland, while she was spending 
her junior year abroad on a GLCA off-campus 
study program. For the next year, the couple will 
be residing in England at Ellel Grange, Ellel, 
Lancaster LA2 OHN, England.
Elissa Schwartz
E lissa Schwartz has received a 
Fulbright Grant to study in India. She will be 
participating in the masters in women in religion 
program at Delhi U. Upon her return from India, 
Elissa plans to pursue graduate studies at the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion Rabbinical School.
As for me (Katie), I recently started work­
ing as assistant editor for Cleveland Parent. It is 
a new magazine in Cleveland, and it is exciting 
to see it come together.
My mailbox is expecting to hear from all 
of you soon. If you would rather call, feel free to 
contact me at 216-236-8863.1 am usually home 
in the evenings and early mornings. Keep in 
touch!
Secretary: Katie Jones, 13702 East River Rd., 
Columbia Station, OH 44028.
The wedding of Barbara Bena '91 and Stephen Chua. 
(front row, I. to r.) Lois Tait, Gordon Tait, Tim Russell 
'92, Mimi Uwellen, Murray Welsh 93, Jennifer 
Spilburg, Karen Hodges 92s, Stephanie Brehm, Katye 
McCullough, Susan Walmsley, Laura Fisher '91s, 
Susan Mulvaney, Anne Uwellen '92s, Elizabeth
Smith '91,]eannie Benson, Kristy Bender '92s. (back 
row) Karl Crandall 91, Greg Rumburg '89, Adam 
Geary, Jessica Young (maid of honor) '91s, bride, 
groom, Jason Cody, Ann Marshall '91s, Beth 
Kampmeier 89, Amy Dana 92.
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Jerry H am m aker lives and works in 
South Williamsport, PA, where he is project 
coordinator and safety director for Hammaker 
Roofing Company. He is also pursuing his M A  
in speech communications at Pennsylvania State 
U — the classes are over but the thesis remains. 
As a result of a great football catch at a spring 
picnic, Jerry is “now the proud owner of an artifi­
cial knee.” He has big plans for 1992: he is 
engaged to be married in Nov., and he hopes to 
start swimming competitively again. Write to 
him at 2502 Euclid Ave., South Williamsport, PA 
17701.
Jerry writes that DJ M osteller is working 
on his Ph.D. in physics at Wright State U in 
Dayton. His address is 62 Osborn Ave.,
Fairborn, OH 45324. Tim M cDerm ott is study­
ing law at Wake Forest U in Winston-Salem.
Sarah F rost Ann McArtor, Nancy 
Kehoe ’88, Sandy Suger, and L eslie Vielbig 
got together on Long Island for a relaxing Labor 
Day weekend. (See photo.) Sarah lives in 
Chicago and works as a sales assistant for CBS 
Television Network. She is considering a voca­
tion to the convent. Ann is assistant to the dean 
of students at Stone Ridge Country Day School 
in Bethesda, MD. Nancy lives on Staten Island 
and works in Manhattan as the assistant director 
of the Children’s Athletic Training School. Sandy 
lives in Greenwich, CT and works at Walden 
Books in Stamford. Leslie is an admissions offi­
cer at Princeton U.
Sarah provided updates for Paige  
Sowerby, in her second year of law school; Kate 
Fulmer, assistant manager of the Coach Store 
in Boston, MA; Chris Gallagher, finishing his 
M.B.A. at Kent U; Brent Bizyak, living in 
Pittsburgh, PA; Katie H ughes, administrative 
assistant for The Pacific Marketing Group in 
San Francisco.
Kathy Thom as is pursuing her M.S. in 
social work with a concentration in health care
As promised in the Fall issue — but not 
delivered — this issue really does have the July 
20,1991, wedding photo of Matt and D ebbie  
C oss Portner.
Relaxing on Labor Day weekend. (I. to r.) Sandy 
Suger, Nancy Kehoe, Sarah Frost, Ann McArtor.
at Syracuse U. She would love to hear from 
friends. Write to her at 108 Comstock Ave., 
Syracuse, NY 13210.
Laura Gaither has moved to the 
Washington, DC, area to pursue her M.A. at the 
U of Maryland in the American Studies depart­
ment. Laura works for the Smithsonian Institute, 
cataloguing George Tames’ photograph collec­
tion. As Laura used some of his photographs in 
her IS project, she is familiar with the work of 
the former Washington chief photographer for 
the New York Times.
I (Susan) finally have some news about 
U sm an Ahmad Malik, who thinks I may not 
have remembered who he was! Usman is back 
in Pakistan working for Standard Chartered 
Bank in Lahore and Karachi. He can be reached 
at D-14,1st Gizri Lane, Defence, Phase IV; 
Karachi 75500 Pakistan.
Secretary: Susan Fesz, 8676 Edgerton Rd., 
North Royalton, OH 44133.
Jonathan Deenik and Christina Boyd
By the time you read this, Christina 
Boyd will be an “official” Peace Corps Volunteer 
in Kathmandu, Nepal. Along the way she discov­
ered that Wooster alumni really are everywhere! 
The technical trainer for her group was 
Jonathan Deenik ’85, who did an outstanding 
job. In Dec., Chris planned to meet Samrat 
Upadhyay ’87 in Kathmandu while he is visiting 
his family. Samrat is a graduate student in 
English and creative writing at Ohio U. Chris 
would appreciate mail from friends. Address: 
PCT172/A, G.P.O. 613, Kathmandu, Nepal.
Also in this issue is the wedding photo of 
Frank ’88 and Robyn Som m er W indsor, who 
were married on Dec. 29,1990.
Secretary: Ken Aldridge, George School, 
Newtown, PA 18940. Tel. 215-579-4057.
The wedding of Debbie 
Coss Portner and Matt 
Portner ’90s. (kneeling,
I. to r.) Steve Kuri, John 
Ashbaugh, Jim Shenk, 
Andy Klatt, Mark Smith, 
Derek Argust ’90s, Steve 
Coss ’85. (standing) Ki»' 
Wachter '90, JeffKolbay 
’92, Kathy Sheldon ’93, 
Jeff Kear ’90, Cathy 
Cooper '91, Jay Kelley 
’93, Ruth Reynolds ’90, 
Chris Finton ’91, bride, 
groom, Greg Crowther 
’90, Laura Yoho 89,
Eric Ekholm, Jeannine 
Drvenkar, Phil Kuri, 
Jennifer Young ’90s, 
Susan Bainbridge-Coss 
85.
C L A S S  N O T E S
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The wedding of Robyn 
Sommer ’90 and Frank 
Windsor ’88 on Dec. 29,
1990. (row 1,1, to r.) Tom 
Ireton '87, groom, bride, 
Janette Host ’90, Wendy 
hech Johnson ’86. (row 2) 
Andrew Windsor ’94, John 
Fink, Jay Kiker ’87s, Matt 
Jacobson ’86, Kate 
Gordon ’87, Jeff LaSalle ’90,
J.J. Johnson ’86, Susanne 
Holland 89, Ray Bolling 87, 
F.d Snyder ’76. (row 3)
Ijaura Stein Fink 87, Peter 
Bradford, Tim Abrams , Rob 
McKean ’88s, Drew Holland 
'90, Chris Gordon 87.
Our classmates live and work in interest­
ing places. I (Miatta) learned recently that John 
Taylor and Matica Moros ’89 were married in 
June, 1990, and are now living in Merida, 
Venezuela, Matica’s hometown. They work for 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). In July, they 
were tour guides for a group of Wooster stu­
dents. Write to them at Apartado Box 824 
Merida, Estado Merida, Venezuela.
Winnie Williams ’87 and Jerry W illiam s 
were married on July 6,1991, in West Virginia. 
Participating in the ceremony were Dawn 
Larsen ’85, maid of honor; John Fanselow ’87, 
best man; Kathleen Sm ythe and Heather 
Talbot Ballantyne ’87, bridesmaids; Winnie’s 
brothers, Ben ’90 and Matt ’94, groomsmen;
Jack Russell, who played the organ and piano; 
Bentley Wall, who played the recessional on 
the bagpipes. The happy couple now live in 
Minnesota. Many Woosterites attended the wed­
ding. (See photo.) Winnie’s brothers are not in 
the photo, as they were out decorating the car 
when the photo was taken.
Jennifer H arris and C harles Brady are 
planning to wed in June. They live and work in 
Washington, DC; Jennifer is a quality assurance 
coordinator at George Washington University 
Hospital, and Chuck is a library assistant at the 
National Geographic Society.
I (Eric) have found my niche in the Star 
of the South — Atlanta, GA. It is truly a progres­
sive city, and I am enjoying it tremendously. The 
southern hospitality that we native Northerners 
always hear about does exist. It is definitely a 
city to live in after returning from an African 
country also characterized by its hospitality.
Since relocating to Atlanta, I have heard 
from quite a few classmates. Sarah B ush n ell
phoned me from Chicago, IL, where she is liv­
ing and working as a community organizer in 
low income communities. She also reported that 
C eleste M illigan received her M.A. in psycholo­
gy from Pennsylvania State U and is now work­
ing toward her Ph.D. in Milwaukee, WI, and 
I .aura Foster is working as a curator in New 
York. Sarah would love to hear from friends. Her 
address: 2712 W. Courtland St., Chicago, IL 
60647.
Rowena Tan is working toward her Ph.D. 
in counseling psychology at the U of Minnesota, 
where she is also a counselor in the continuing 
education program. She notes that she met with 
Mark Bero '86 during a convention in Reno, NV, 
at which she made a presentation. Rowena 
would also love to hear from Woosterites. Her 
address; 1920 Emerson Ave. S. #5, Minneapolis, 
MN 55403.
Please drop your secretaries a line; we 
would love to hear the scoop.
Secretaries: Miatta W ilson, 1017 Beachview, 
#208, Dallas, TX 75218; Eric G reene, 3100 
Godby Rd., #13A1, College Park, GA 30349.
UB 5th Reunion/June 4-7,1992
Yes, our 5th reunion is really going to hap­
pen! Our fine class presidents, John  
Fernandez and Janet M cCracken, who — 
after four years of idleness — are now beginning 
to work, have told me (Laura) some of the high­
lights of this event: T-shirts in honor of the occa­
sion will be available; the one and only Gordon 
Collins will present reflections on our class; 
Mark O ’Gawa will flip burgers at the picnic; 
and the inimitable Drs. Weaver and Galster will 
display their debate talents. You surely do not 
want to miss all of this excitement.
In Sept., P ete M eyer wrote about his 
busy life in Atlanta, GA. Pete received his M.Ed.
in physical education from Valdosta State 
College, GA, and married Cindy Leigh Bragg, a 
Georgia Southwestern graduate who has her 
M.A. in public administration. Now the two of 
them are trying to keep track of their son, Mitch 
(1), and preparing for the arrival of their second 
child in April. Pete is head baseball coach at 
Oglethorpe U in Atlanta. The Meyers live at 1 
Cedar Run Dr., Apt. 1, Atlanta, GA 30350.
Bryan and K aren M elech  G illoo ly  have 
made changes in their employment. Karen is 
still with the Lorain County Alcohol and Drug 
Agency, where her new position is education 
and prevention coordinator. Her duties include 
hiring/firing people which, she says, takes 
some getting used to. Bryan is now the execu­
tive director of the Northeast Ohio Coalition for 
the Homeless. He is in charge of coordinating 
services for the homeless population in and 
around Cleveland. Karen reported that B r o o k s  
A n d erso n  is studying in the rural development 
department at the U of Wisconsin, after spend­
ing a number of years in India.
A n toin e H u d so n , who will be taking part 
in our reunion in June, sent a letter packed full 
of information on more people than I can fit into 
one column. Antoine transferred to Case 
Western Reserve U School of Medicine, where 
V ince Frazzini is a classmate.
Antoine writes that recent medical grads 
include D ia n e  B row n Young and P a re sh  
Arora, from Case, and B o b  J o n e s , from the 
Medical College of Ohio at Toledo. Diane is now 
an intern in OB/GYN at Metro Health Hospital 
in Cleveland, and Paresh is an intern in radiolo­
gy at the Cleveland Clinic.
P rester  P ick e tt recently received his 
M.A. from Case and is now a learning specialist 
there.
Antoine also writes that Libby Turner ’86 
is heard on the recently released album “Sounds 
of Blackness,” produced by Jimmy Jam and 
Terry Lewis, of Janet Jackson, etc., producing
C L A S S  N O T E S
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Mayowood, September, 1990.
Getting to Know 
the Family
by Laura Tuennerman ’88
We asked Laura Tuennerman ’88 to give 
us a glimpse into her life as the first full-time 
curator of Mayowood in Rochester, MN.
The setting is a stone bam that was origi­
nally part of the Mayo family estate in 
Rochester, MN. On a warm day in June the 
bam has been transformed into a showcase for 
antiques — furniture, decorative accessories, 
art, mgs and more. Each dealer exhibiting at 
this antique show has created a room setting to 
transport viewers, and hopefully clients, into
Laura Tuennerman in 
Mayowood Gardens, 1991.
the past. The event is the First Annual Mayo­
wood Town and Country Antique Show and Sale, 
and the profits from this event go toward the 
restoration and preservation of Mayowood, the 
55-room historic home of Dr. Charles H. Mayo.
Planning this event and raising funds 
was not quite what I had planned to do when I 
was at Wooster, working on my degree in 
history. Certainly, 1 have wanted to work in a 
museum ever since I was a child, and I studied 
history with that goal in mind. After gradua­
tion, I was a Hagley Fellow at the U of 
Delaware, splitting my time between classes at 
the university and projects at the Hagley 
Museum and Library. In 1990,1 received my 
M A  in American history and a certificate in 
museum studies.
With this training behind me, I came 
here — to Minnesota — to be a curator for the 
Olmsted County Historical Society. I some­
times get to undertake historical research; as 
curator of Mayowood I catalogue and research 
a large family collection of decorative arts and 
family memorabilia. But most of the time I 
supervise the interpretive staff that is responsi­
ble for showing more than 22,000 visitors 
through the home each year. I coordinate pro­
gramming, fund raising, budgeting, and long- 
range planning. Museum work is far more var­
ied than I ever expected it to be. My ability to 
undertake a variety of tasks speaks highly of a 
liberal arts education. It prepares us for all 
sorts of things we never thought of doing.
C L A S S  N O T E S
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Come on classmates. Don’t force me 
(Tammy) to use my creative imagination for 
information; it would make interesting reading 
but not responsible journalism. Please note my 
new address below and start flooding my mail­
box with your cards and letters.
I’ve had the fortune to hear from some 
classmates who haven’t written in a while. Hope 
Black Vandross and her husband, Anthony, 
were married on Jan. 20, 1990. Congratulations 
to the Vandrosses, whose son, Cole Xavier, was 
bom on Oct. 25,1991, joining sister, Alexandria. 
Hope and her family live at 11 Martin Luther 
King Blvd., Charleston, SC 29407. Hope would 
love to hear from classmates.
Dina Dajani is doing well as a new home 
owner in Detroit, MI. Dina, who received her 
J.D. degree in May, 1990, from Wayne State U, is 
a pre-hearing attorney with the Michigan Court 
of Appeals. She put me in touch with two other 
classmates.
Carolyn Matthews Craft married James 
Craft on April 20,1991. The happy couple reside 
at 119 West Upper Ferry Rd., West Trenton, NJ 
08628.
Leslie Markowitz Mastbaum and her
husband, Mike, have just moved to St. 
Petersburg, FL, where Leslie is working on her 
M.A in counseling psychology. Leslie also 
works as a therapist at the county psychiatric 
hospital in the adolescent crisis stabilization 
unit. Leslie says she would like to hear from 
Dina. Write to her at 7310 34th Street South, 
#119, St. Petersburg, FL 33711.
Sangita Patel married Paresh Patel (not 
formerly related) on April 6,1991, in Columbus. 
It must be nice to marry someone and not have 
to change your name. Congratulations to the 
newlyweds!
fame. Libby even receives some solo credits for 
her work on a couple of tracks. Write to Antoine 
at 5561 Chevrolet Blvd., #1076, Parma, OH 
44130. He is proud of how well so many Wooster 
folk are doing.
Another proud person anonymously sent 
me some information on Andy Goldman and 
the work he has been doing helping Ethiopian 
Jews in Addis Ababa, who are awaiting departure 
for Israel. Andy’s picture has made it into the 
New York Times Magazine and on the cover of 
Hadassah magazine. Leaving Israel, Andy 
returned to Addis to work with Ethiopian Jews 
whose exodus is yet to come. Andy’s fan, who 
signs the letter “an anonymous admirer of 
Wooster and Andy Goldman,” writes that 
Wooster is “a wonderful college with values con­
sistent with Andy’s present work," and of Andy: 
“He’s a vocal but modest guy and would be very 
embarrassed to know I’m blowing his horn. But 
I thought Wooster should share the joy.” This 
person also writes that Andy planned to return 
to Washington, DC, in November to be best man 
in the wedding of Franz Jantzen ’86.
All the best to you in the New Year. See 
you in June!
Secretary: Laura VanDale, 224 Francis St., New 
Wilmington, PA 16142.
Barbara Davis wrote that work on her 
M.S. in sports psychology at Ithaca College is 
going well. Aside from studying hard. Barb is 
also a graduate assistant for the women’s basket­
ball team. Mail is always welcome, so write to 
Barb at 13-C Gaslight Village, Ithaca, NY 14850.
Carol Martin is doing well and is a social 
worker in Child Protective Services with the 
Massachusetts State Department of Social 
Services in Boston.
Congratulations to John and Nora Land 
Murphy, whose daughter, Cara Jean, was born 
on Oct. 27,1991.
Tyrone Williams, who was voted the out­
standing senior male of our class, is definitely 
continuing at a successful pace. Tyrone and his 
wife, Sharon, are living in Los Angeles, CA, and 
are enjoying the perpetual sunshine. Tyrone 
recently received his M.F.A. from Golden Pacific 
U and D.D. from Friends International Christian 
U. Not only has he been busy with his academic 
schedule and his job as minister of music at the 
Los Angeles Christian Center, but he has also, 
with the help of Edward Ridley '87, released his 
first Gospel album, Unto Him Be the Glory 
Forever and Ever. Currently, the album is being 
played on Gospel radio stations in the Los 
Angeles and DC areas and in Ohio. Tyrone and 
Sharon are expecting their first child in Feb., 
1992. Congratulations and good luck.
Pamela Pinder, who will receive her 
M.Div. from Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary this year, is serving as a chaplain 
intern at Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia. You 
can write to Pam at 5516 Haverford Ave., #C-5, 
Philadelphia, PA 19139.
Congratulations to the following class­
mates: to Sherry Galloway-Renfroe and her 
husband, Tim Renfroe, on the newest addition 
to their family. Tiffany Nicole was born on April 
2,1991. Tiffany joins her older sister, Brittani 
Marie, who was bom on April 1, 1988. Sherry is 
assistant director at the Martin DePorres 
Center, a Catholic social services agency in 
Cleveland. She is also pursuing her M.S. in 
social science in administration at Case Western 
Reserve U.
To Donald D ennis, who has been pro­
moted to senior systems design analyst at 
Victoria’s Secret stores in Columbus.
To Liz R esek on her promotion to special 
assistant to the deputy director of her depart­
ment with the Environmental Protection Agency. 
Liz is also the proud owner of a six-month-old 
golden retriever, Seda.
J  J .  and Wendy Leech Johnson , who 
were married in 1987, now live on a farm in 
Gambier with their two dogs, tlAFis and 
Sam(antha). Wendy teaches second and third 
grades at Wiggen Street Elementary School and 
is also working on her M.A. in children’s litera­
ture at Ohio State U. J.J. graduated from Capital 
U Law School last May and is a law clerk to a 
U.S. Magistrate Judge at the U.S. District Court 
in Columbus. Their address: P.O. Box 251, 
Gambier, OH 43022.
Have you been missed in the past class 
notes? Is there someone you would like to hear 
from? Let me know, and Til put in your news or 
find them.
Secretary: Tammy Allen, 207 S. Pleasant, Royal 
Oak, MI 48067.
The wedding of Heather Talbot '87 and Simon 
Ballantyne, on May 25,1991. (row 1,1, to r.) Kim 
Chase, Kathy Thomas '89s, Bonnie Talbot 85 (bride’s 
sister), groom, bride, John C. Talbot '51 (bride’s 
father), John C. Talbot '24 (bride’s grandfather).
(row 2) Frank Gurney '51, Chester Andrews 85, Peg
Johnston Gurney '51, Winnie Williams 87, Shah 
Hasan 85, Lori Talbot, Jerry Williams '88, Carol 
Rustemeyer Talbot ’51 (bride’s mother), (row 3) John 
Szekeres 85, Dave Gurney 80, John D. Talbot 81 
(bride’s brother), Bob Jolly, Edith Talbot Jolly ’52s.
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The wedding of Winnie Williams 87 and Jerry 
Williams '88. (front to back, kneeling, I. to r.) Kay 
Roulston Williams ’51, Michelle Place '90, Jason Cody 
'91, Daphne Daugherty '89, Gayle Marcin '91. (row 
2) Ruth Williams '86, Amy Kaltenmark '90, Utitia
Dawn Larsen, who is minister of the 
Federated Church of Marlborough, NH, has 
taken up Contra dancing and finds that it’s loads 
of fun. Last summer, Dawn directed a summer 
theater program for junior and senior high 
school students.
Secretary: Lawrence Allen, 6260 Greenwood 
Parkway, #105, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067.
Karen McAnlis Elder writes that she 
and her husband, Greg ’83, are both lawyers and 
live in Perrysbuig, near Toledo. Karen received 
her M.A. from Bowling Green State U and J.D. 
from the U ofToledo.
Becky Atkinson is enrolled in an M.A. 
program at Denver U. Hang in there, Becky.
For the last year, Amy Patterson has 
been living in Charlotte, NC, and would love to 
hear from other Woosterites in the area.
Molly McQuigg Kramer is completing 
her last year of residency in OB/GYN at Duke U 
Medical Center and plans to join a practice in 
Burlington, NC, in July. Before she starts in prac­
tice, Molly hopes to take a vacation in France.
Congratulations to Bruce Wiebusch, 
who was appointed account executive at Jerome 
H. Schmelzer & Associates, a full-service adver­
tising and public relations firm in Cleveland. 
Bruce worked previously at Gregory Marketing 
Communications, where he handled accounts in 
the automotive, appliance, construction, and 
waste industries. He makes his home in Parma.
Yao ’89, Miatta Wilson ’88, Sally Closser 89, 
Elizabeth Winans 88, Patty Skidmore 86, groom, 
bride, Kathleen Smythe 88, Jennifer Burrows 
Landefeld 85, Susan and Jack Russell, Bentley Wall 
88. (row 3) Shah Hasan 85, Tim Lewis 88, Kevin
K.C. Flynn and Karen Coen were mar­
ried on Dec. 26, 1990. K.C. is president of Flynn 
Environmental, Inc., an environmental clean-up 
firm in Canton. Karen is a Ph.D. candidate in the 
department of anthropology at Harvard U. Write 
to K.C. at P.O. Box 9022, Canton, OH 44771, and 
to Karen at 46 Chester St., Somerville, MA 02144.
Aug. 3,1991, was the wedding date of 
Dick Norton and Patricia Koman. Dick is 
employed by an environmental consulting firm 
in San Francisco, and Pat is an environmental 
scientist with the Environmental Protection 
Agency
Your secretary would like to hear from 
more classmates: Ben I-eVan, Bob LaMonte, 
Susan Liggett Fuchs, Heather Brownell,
Holden 3rd L. Where are you?
Secretary: Janet Schellhase Dial, 6928 
Sharkon Lane, Stockton, CA 95210.
Best wishes to Edith McGandy and Tim 
Ackerman, who were married in Manchester-by- 
the-Sea, MA, on Feb. 15,1992. The couple are 
living in Boston, where Edith was promoted 
recently to associate director of development 
and alumni relations for the Liberal Arts College 
and Graduate School of Boston U.
Tim Comstock and his wife, Janet, 
announce the birth of their second daughter, 
Hannah Marie, on July 15,1991. The family lives 
in Rochester, NY.
On Dec. 1, 1991, Susan Mills was 
ordained to the ministry at the Presbyterian 
Church in Basking Ridge, NJ.
Secretaries: Lisabeth Beatty, 1178 Foxhound 
Ct., McLean, VA 22101; Jennifer Saliers, 310 
North Decatur Ln., Decatur, GA 30033.
Maxwell 88, Bruce Jones, Chester Andrews, Dawn 
Larsen ’85s, Heather Ihlbot Ballantyne 87, Alex 
Landefeld 85, John Fanselow 87, Jack and Peggy 
Byers Fanselow ’60s.
jUlOth Reunion/June 4-7,1992
In addition to other festivities during 
reunion weekend, our reunion committee has 
planned a Friday night party at Ichabod’s (now 
known as the Underground), a Saturday picnic 
at Christmas Run Park, and a Saturday evening 
party in Andrews Hall lounge. Be there!
Congratulations to Mark ’83 and Bonnie 
Sanborn Henn, whose daughter, Kara, was 
born on June 29, 1991, joining brother,
Owen (3).
Myrtle Beach was the scene for a recent 
reunion of Woo roomies. Present were Sandy 
Meyers, Grace Garboushian Sundman, Liz 
Schnurr Benefield, Cindy Beach-Smeltzer ’8k 
Susie Wright Carlson, and Laurie Elliott 
Krajna. It was a great vacation — no husbands 
and no kids!
A quick update on all of us: Sandy is 
engaged, working for McDonald’s (surprise?) 
and living on Chautauqua Lake, outside 
Jamestown, NY. Grace is in New Jersey, and 
about to move into a beautiful new home with 
her husband, Peter ’81, and two sons. Liz and 
her husband, RB ’83, recently moved to South 
Carolina, where they have a new dental practice- 
Cindy and her husband, Matthew, live outside 
Rochester, NY. She has landed a great fund-raiS' 
ing job. Susie also lives outside Rochester, on a 
horse farm (surprise?) with her husband, 
Gregory, and son, Geoffrey. Laurie is in Buffalo- 
busy with her 2-year-old and new twins, all boy5’
We were all pleasantly surprised with a 
video visit from Boston's Gail Wagner Kuist 
introducing her new daughter; Sue Wilson 
Kern and son; and Kina Blank Caldwell.
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Great way to keep in touch; we’ll be adding to 
the tape and passing it around.
We’ll all be attending the reunion in June, 
via tour bus organized by Gail, and can’t wait to 
see our friends! Make plans to attend!
A note to classmates from Anne Howes 
Anderson: “Last year, I was appointed to a 
three-year term on the Alumni Board. The expe­
rience has been rewarding for several reasons: 1 
get to renew my commitment to the College by 
visiting campus, talking to students and admin­
istrators, and becoming aware of a wide variety 
of issues facing Wooster and similar colleges 
nationwide.
“Returning to campus is an exciting expe­
rience: memories are relived, classmates are 
remembered, and the chance to reflect on my 
college experience renews my commitment to 
my current position. I am director of competitive 
swimming at The College of William & Mary in 
Virginia. This is a fancy title for swim coach. My 
job is exciting and demanding, but the daily con­
tact with 50 athletes is wonderful.
“My life is balanced by taking care of my 
daughter, Margaret Hannah, born Feb. 26, 1991, 
and spending time with my husband, David 
(William & Mary ’86). David attended our April, 
1991 Alumni Board meeting with me and fell in 
love with Wooster. He and I are both looking for­
ward to our 10th reunion in June. 1 encourage all 
of you to save the date and plan to attend.
Wooster is a very special place, and you will be 
amazed at the memories that come rushing to 
greet you when you step on campus. See you in 
June!”
Secretaries: Barb Brown, 1899 Selby Ave., #4,
St. Paul, MN 55104; Morris Robinson, 1206 
Harrison Ave., Columbus, OH 43201.
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Jeff White and his wife, Monica, were 
married on June 29,1991, in Eureka, CA, and 
spent their honeymoon on Maui. Jeff teaches 
P.E. and health and coaches basketball and 
baseball for the Vernon Township Public Schools 
in New Jersey. Monica is a physical therapist at 
Morristown Memorial Hospital. Jeff would like 
to hear from friends, so write to him at 31 Ben 
Franklin Dr., Franklin, NJ 07416.
Secretaries: Cheryl Weller Beck, 580 Barclay 
Hill Rd., Beaver, PA 15009; Loraine Wilder 
Powell, 2920 Wilton Ave., Silver Spring, MD 
20910.
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After her marriage to Marc Goulet, a 
Canadian, Margaret MacKellar moved to 
Gloucester, Ontario, near Ottawa. Peggy and 
Marc were married on Aug. 17,1991, on the top 
of Whiteface Mountain in Lake Placid, NY. The 
bilingual ceremony was attended by Marie 
Kelly Sullivan and her husband, Jim, as well as 
40 French and English Canadians and American 
guests. While living in Plattsburgh, NY, Peggy 
saw Tom Messner ’82, and they reminisced 
about Woo days. Tom, Peggy says, is the most 
popular meteorologist in that area.
A beautiful daughter, Lauren Elizabeth, 
was born on Sept. 15,1991, to your secretary 
(David) and his wife, Karen (Wilson ’81). 
Mother and daughter are fine and Dad is still 
recovering.
Secrete Wes: Jenny Watson, 12805 Shaker Blvd., 
#610, Cleveland, OH 44120; Leslie Schwartz, 
190 Pleasant Grove Rd., #J3, Ithaca, NY 14850; 
David Gilliss, 100 Brandon Rd., Baltimore,
Ml) 21212.
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Congratulations to Jonathan and Nancy 
High Gillies, whose son, Peter High Gillies, 
was bom on Jan. 31,1991, joining sister Anne. 
The family resides at 6 Progany St., Norwalk,
CT 06854.
Irene Korsak married Emanuel Faust, 
Jr., on May 4,1991, in Washington, DC. 
Woosterites in attendance included Linda Walsh 
78 and John Carroll. Emanuel is an attorney 
with the law firm of Dickstein, Shapiro, and 
Morin, and Irene is the legal assistant coordina­
tor in the Washington, DC, office of Baker and 
Hostetler. The Fausts live at 4631-B S. 28th Rd., 
Arlington, VA 22206.
A great letter was received from Frank 
Koster. He reports that a mini-reunion of 
Wheats (4th over 8th during the 7 8 /7 9  school 
year and other Seventh Section members) has 
taken place during the last few years. This year 
the group gathered on Catawba Island for an 
action-packed reunion, including volleyball, sail­
ing, speed boating, and the usual partying. (See 
photo.) Those who were unable to attend or left
Mini-reunion of Wheats.
(I. to r.) Steve Day '80,
Nick Dilorio 79, Dean 
Johnson, Dave Gurney 80s, 
Bill Colvin 79 (sunglass­
es), George Anderson 80, 
Bill Liebe (kneeling), John 
Talbot, Frank Koster 79s, 
Mark Horner 82, Dan 
Haglund, Dave Leuiellen 
’81s.
before the photo was taken were Drew Smith 
’80, Scott McConnell ’81, Artie Kropp, and 
Mike McCormack ’80. Frank writes that every­
one except Nick D ilorio is married and may 
have multiple offspring. He points out that 
“Daisy” has less hair than the picture shows, 
and Bill Liebe’s hair is almost snow-white. 
Requests for addresses, telephone numbers, 
and scalp conditions can be directed to Frank at 
3837 N. Kenmore, Chicago, IL 60613.
Gary and Amy (Waltz ’82) Lam m ert have 
a new address: 108 Champion Lane, Chagrin 
Falls, OH 44022. Gary still works at the 
Cleveland Clinic, and Amy is teaching two days a 
week. The Lammerts have three sons: Gregory 
(7), Kevin (3!4), and Tommy (2).
Kim Shirey is assistant professor of 
music education at the U of South Dakota. He 
and his wife, Laura, and their daughter, Megan 
(2), live in Vermillion, SD.
In Nov., Mary B eidler wrote that she is 
now in Chicago and is acting in the play Daystar 
at the Bailiwick Theatre. Her new address is 
3057 N. Lakewood Ave., Chicago, IL 60657.
Secretaries: P at Stocker, 615 Commercial Ave. 
#SW, New Philadelphia, OH 44663; Lisa C arter 
Sherrock, 3500 Colonial Dr., Springfield, OH 
45504.
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The Third Annual Phi Delta Sigma 
Outing held on July 27, 1991, was enjoyed by 
more than 60 Delts and their families. Several 
traveled across the States to enjoy a Friday night 
celebration at the Holiday Inn in Strongsville. 
After the four-man scramble tournament ended 
on Saturday, the players joined their families and 
other Delts for an afternoon and evening of 
swimming and water rides at nearby Wildwood 
Water Park. Winners of the highly coveted red 
jackets were Pete Moore, Bill Mumaw, Kevin 
Trem, and Tom Hubbard 77.
The Fourth Annual Phi Delta Sigma 
Outing will be held on July 24-25, 1992. This is 
an excellent opportunity to contact a few Delts, 
bring a scramble team, and renew friendships. 
Contact one of the following people for more 
information: Stu Sheard, 216-933-7743; William 
Steiner 73, 216-283-5523; Steve Somerlot 75, 
614-387-0465; Craig Karpinski 77, 216-933-4222; 
Jack Weisensell ’81, 216-928-8290; Rick Quayle 
72, 216-499-2158.
After spending three-plus years in Tokyo 
as vice president of the Bank of New York-Tokyo 
Branch, John  Gill has been transferred by the 
company back to New York City, where he is 
with the Asia Group. His new address is 1907 
Woodbridge Commons, Iselin, NJ 08830.
Congratulations to Bill and Karen 
Scherler Shannon, whose daughter, Kimberly 
I aura, was born on July 17,1991. The family 
lives in Los Altos, CA
Kelvin Kostohryz writes that he is a sys­
tems analyst for Chemical Bank Corporation in 
New York City.
Secretaries: Bill Stone, PO. Box 2457, 526 
Second Ave. S.E., Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-2457; 
Cathy McDowell MacLean, 4581 Bentley 
Place, Duluth, GA 30136.
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N elson Sm ith has been named to the 
faculty at Lawrence Technological U in 
Southfield, Ml, where he will be a lecturer in the 
College of Architecture and Design. Nelson is 
also the art director at Moritz Communications 
in Southfield.
Loren Hintz writes that his personal life 
has taken a change for the better, and you can 
ask him for details at the reunion. For the last 
nine years, Loren has been living in North Car­
olina and continues to spend summers traveling 
to Central America. He is a science teacher and 
is active in the state’s Returned Peace Corps 
Volunteer Association.
B onnie Savage, a violin and voice 
teacher, is now teaching at the School of Fine 
Arts in Willoughby. She also gives recitals, pre­
senting the music of Leslie Adams, a Cleveland 
composer.
With the help and support of family and 
friends, I .aura Hall Scott and her son, Dylan, 
have been making a new life for themselves. 
Since Rick Scott’s death two years ago, Laura 
and Dylan have been living in Mt. Vernon. On 
Dec. 7, 1991, Laura married Michael Abell.
They would enjoy hearing from friends. Write to 
them at 1335 New Gambier Rd. Mt. Vernon, OH 
43050.
in May, 1989, Susan M errick had a “ter­
rifying experience with cancer” and decided to 
leave her 12-year career in international banking 
and do something with her life that mattered. 
She spent 10 great months working at the 
national office of the National Organization for 
Women. Now, Susan is pursuing her M.S.W. at 
Catholic U. Eventually, she would like to have 
her own private feminist psychotherapy practice. 
Contact her at 500A G Street, S.W., Washington, 
DC 20003.
After spending eight enjoyable years in 
Pittsburgh, PA, Mark Morey has moved to 
Charlottesville, VA, where he is director of mar­
keting and development for AMVEST 
Corporation. Visitors are welcome.
Secretaries: Susan Lundal, 24855 Woodridge 
Dr., #69306, Farmington Hills, Ml 48331; 
Carole Lehman Valliere, 10 RadcliffRd., 
Beverly, MA 01915; A lice Taylor Shupe, 1803 
Manchester, Ypsilanti, MI 48198.
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Brett and Marsha Gault W ilson con­
tinue to enjoy life in northeast Wisconsin with 
their four children, Hart (10), Nora (6), Bethany 
(3), and Abby (2). Brett is a busy family physi­
cian, and Marsha is a full-time mother and 
homemaker. Marsha and her daughter, Nora, 
take piano lessons, and recently they performed 
in a recital. A great experience, says Marsha. 
The Wdsons would like to hear from friends. 
Address: 234 N. Washington St., Oconto Falls, 
WI 54154.
Secretary: Julie Beuter Bogner, 1660 Arthur 
Dr., Wooster, OH 44691.
The wedding of Vanessa Piala 75 and Jim Belikove. 
(I. to r.) groom, Barbara Partch Rupert 75, bride, 
Janet Armstron Shook 73, John Van Voorhis, Howard 
Cohen, Curt Gary 75s, Woody Shook 73, Barbara
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A nne Czyzak K essler wrote that she 
was married on Nov. 20,1990, to Kevin Kessler, 
an attorney practicing in Fairfax, VA The 
Kesslers own a small farm near The Plains, VA 
and live there with a dog, two horses, and six 
children — four from Anne’s first marriage, and 
two from Kevin’s. Anne says that the family fox 
hunts in the fall and winter and attends many, 
many little league games during the spring and 
summer. The Kesslers’ address is P.O. Box 409, 
The Plains, VA 22171.
Tricia H agelin K elley is taking a two- 
year leave from her professorship at the U of 
Mississippi to serve as geology and paleontolo­
gy program director at the National Science 
Foundation in Washington, DC. Tricia’s hus­
band, Jonathan ’76, is interim pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Fredericksburg, VA. 
Their address is 5021 Wissioming Rd., 
Bethesda, MD 20816.
Vanessa Piala wrote that she moved to 
Washington, DC, in Jan., 1988, to develop a 
preservation program for the Smithsonian 
Institute libraries. A year later, she married Jim 
Belikove, whom she first met as a 7th grader, 
and re-met at her 15th high school reunion. 
Many Wooster friends participated in the cere­
mony which was performed by Woody Shook 
’73. In attendance were Janet Armstrong Shook 
’73, Barb Bennett Houston, Barb Partch 
Rupert, Susan Smith Tucker, Howard 
Cohen, and John Van Voorhis. In Jan., 1990, 
Vanessa joined the staff of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities as a grants 
administrator.
Having missed our 15th Wooster class 
reunion, Vanessa, Barb Partch, Barb Bennett,
Bennett Houston, Susan Smith Dicker, Troy and 
Alison Hitchcock Schmidt 75s.
Susan Smith, and Anne Briggs Lipsitz gath­
ered at Vanessa’s house for a mini-reunion in 
Sept 1990. Then, on June 28,1991, Vanessa and 
Jim welcomed their first child, Thomas 
Benjamin, into the world. Coincidentally, Barb 
Partch Rupert gave birth to the Ruperts’ second 
child, Lillian Partch Rupert, on the same day. 
Vanessa says that their lives have been very full 
and she feels quite lucky. Vanessa and Jim can 
be reached at 4811 Cumberland Ave., Bethesda. 
MD 20815.
Congratulations to Mark Stephens, 
whose book, Accidental Empires: How the Boys 
of Silicon Valley Make Their Millions, Battle 
Foreign Competition & Still Can’t Get a Date, 
was published by Addison-Wesley in Dec., 1991- 
See Mark’s explanation of why he writes under 
the pseudonym of Robert X. Cringely on page 
28 in this issue.
Secretary: Andrea Steenburg, 12116 
Greenspring Ave., Owings Mills, MI) 21117.
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Jim  Johnson  began working in sales for 
Warsila Diesel Inc., recently. He and his wife, 
Christina, live in Church Hill, MD, and have two 
sons, James and Richard. The couple are expect' 
ing Iheir third child in April.
Tom M itchell and his wife, Susan, live in 
Pittsburgh, FA. Tom anticipates receiving his 
associate degree in electronics soon.
Secretary: Bill Irvine, 2019Kalorama Rd. N-W’ 
Washington, DC 20009.
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In April, 1991, Claire Dean Mis and her 
family moved to a new home in East Setauket,
NY. Claire has been a guidance counselor in the 
Longwood School District since 1983. During 
this time she served five years at the junior high 
level, three at the elementary level, and cur­
rently works at the high school level. Her hus­
band, Gary, is associate dean of students at 
Stony Brook U. Their two sons, Jeremy (9), and 
Eric (5), keep busy with piano lessons, soccer, 
baseball, basketball, Cub Scouts, and choir.
From Marshfield, Wl, Ann Keller 
Hillman writes that she is a clinical social 
worker in the psychiatry department of the 
Marshfield Clinic, where her husband, Richard, 
is a neurologist. The Hillmans’ daughter, Hanna, 
was born on July 31,1991, joining brother,
David (7).
Congratulations to Michael Fulop, who 
received his Ph.D. in psychology from Pacific U 
in Oregon, recently. He earned his M.A. in psy­
chology from Ix'wis & Clark U in 1981. Michael 
is completing his residency in Portland, where 
he and his wife, Robin, and two children,
Hannah and Harrison, live.
Nate Bower joins your secretary in 
encouraging classmates to send in news. “I,” he 
says, “faithfully turn to the class column pages 
first, hoping to get word of a long lost friend.” 
Nate, who is an associate professor of chemistry 
at Colorado College, looks forward to seeing 
classmates at our next reunion and hearing 
about you in this column!
In July, Mark and Leslie Powell 
Haskins and their children, Meredith (9) and 
Greg (6), visited Bill 72 and Linda Brown 
Castle and their three sons, Matthew (11), Nick 
(8), and Jeff (5), in Sewickley, PA. While there, 
they all got together with Vera Meyer and her 
husband, Peter, and their children, Geoffrey (2) 
and Deryn (8 months), at their home in Squirrel 
Hill. A wonderful time was had by all! The 
Haskins are enjoying living in their newly built 
home in Charlottesville, VA.
Lois Drinkwater Thompson writes that 
she and Ed 71 are busy being cross-country 
coaches in Phoenix, AZ. The Thompsons’ 
daughter, Barbara ’94, is majoring in geology 
and playing soccer for Wooster.
Secretary: Eric Filios, 2117 Chesterfield Ave., 
Charlotte, NC 28205.
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In Nov., 1990, Ashley Pike was elected to 
the Common Pleas Court of Columbiana 
County, where he serves in the probate and juve­
nile divisions. Previously, Ashley served as a 
judge in the county court. He lives in Salem.
John Morley and his wife, Shelia, live in 
Savannah, GA, and are active in the local citi­
zens’ crime commission. If you are interested in 
networking for exchange of information on bat­
tling crime in your community, please call 912- 
351-7491. John is pleased that his nephew, Matt 
Griffes, is a first-year student at Wooster this 
year. He is the son of Jim ’62 and Pat 
(Morley ’64) Griffes.
From Virginia Beach, VA, Tim Am writes 
that he is busy raising his three children and is 
also a full-time student. Tim is now studying 
exercise science and sports medicine at Norfolk 
State U.
Secretary: Jay Yutzey, 521 Piedmont Rd., 
Columbus, OH 43214. Internet:
Yutzey.2@osu.edu Bitnet: Yutzey.2@ohstmail
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John and Nancy (Bruce 72) Baetz are 
sorry they missed our 20th reunion but hope to 
make our 25th! The Baetzes moved to Plano,
'IX a suburb of Dallas, when John’s company, 
J.C. Penney Company, Inc., relocated its head­
quarters in 1988. Recently, John was named 
manager of marketing for the catalog division. 
Nancy continues to work as an R.N., now con­
centrating in the area of pre-natal monitoring of 
high risk maternity patients. Her job utilizes 
new technology which allows her to work 
remotely, via modems and PC’s, with patients in 
their homes all over the country. John says that 
Coach Nye will be glad to know that both daugh­
ters, Catherine and Karen, are developing into 
excellent soccer players. Catherine (11) plays at 
the select/competitive level.
Grand Canyon river trips have become an 
addiction for Ron and Diane Limbird 
Hamburger. They joined Fred Cropp ’54 for 
their ninth trip this past summer. The 
Hamburgers live in Hinsdale, IL, and Ron is a 
physician in the Southwest Nephrology 
Association of Oak lawn. He is also involved 
with both the National Kidney Foundation of 
Illinois and the Chicago Heart Association. 
Diane, who received her M.A. in marketing 
communications in 1990, is the manager of mar­
keting communications for the Nalco Chemical 
Company. In 1991, she received the Chairman’s 
Achievement Award from the company.
At the reunion last June, it was interesting 
to observe that many classmates had babies in 
their arms while others had children in college. 
Anne Schumacher Langsdorf and her hus­
band, Phil 70, were among the latter. Their 
daughter, Jennifer, a student at Carleton, is 
studying in Japan this year. In addition to work­
ing for the division of public health for the Stale 
of Delaware, Anne has started a small private 
practice in speech pathology. She diagnoses and 
treats communicative disorders in pre-school 
children. Anne is also busy with outdoor activi­
ties that include canoeing, backpacking, and 
biking.
Pat Miller, who received her Ph.D. in 
1989, has edited three books by the American 
writer Helen Hull (the subject of her disserta­
tion), which were originally published c. 
1917-27. In Jan., 1990, Pat abandoned her writ­
ing and editing business, The Well-Tempered 
Sentence, to become an academic advisor for 
adult students at the U of Connecticut and to 
coordinate the bachelor of general studies pro­
gram. Pat continues to teach occasionally and to 
give guest lectures. She lives in an 18th century 
inn that is “quaint but not very functional,” in 
Willimantic, CT
Cindy Weiss, an attorney for The 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, has been 
named director of real estate for the company. 
She began her career with Goodyear in 1976, as 
an attorney. Cindy also serves on the board of 
the Summit County Historical Society.
Richard Wagner, a principal in the finan­
cial planning firm of Sharkey, Howes, Wagner & 
Javer, Inc., is the 1991-92 president-elect of the 
Institute of Certified Financial Planners. A noted 
author, Richard’s articles have been published in 
the Journal of Financial Planning as well as 
other financial-related periodicals.
Secretary: Wendy Smith Dillingham, 540
Elmwood, Dearborn, MI 48124.
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T m  Dirks — one half of the famous 
Dirks twins Chris being the other — reports all 
is well in Palo Alto, CA, where he serves as pro­
gram manager for the Tech Museum of 
Innovation (formerly the Technology Center of 
Silicon Valley), in downtown San Jose. The pri­
mary focus of the museum, Tim says, is to 
inform the public about developments on the 
cutting edge of technology. For 10 or more years 
prior to his present position, Tm  served as dean 
of students, director of student activities, history 
teacher, and summer camp director at Castilleja 
School in Palo Alto, and most recently, dean of 
the upper school of the Hawaii Preparatory 
Academy on the Big Island of Hawaii. If you 
travel through the Palo Alto area, Tm  says, ‘Tm 
in the telephone book!”
Your secretary received a short note from 
Nancy Allen Foster, who, along with Vicky 
Garrett, has been compiling a 20th Reunion 
Memory Book. No release date has been set by 
the “publishers."
Secretary: Pete Snyder, 2116 Collett Lane, 
Flossmoor, IL 60422.
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From Amarillo, TX, Patricia Penovich, a
physician, writes: “Our lives have been full this 
past year, running the gamut of emotions from 
the loss of family members to the joys of trying 
to keep up with Meaghan (11) and Brendan (9) 
— from ballet and piano to violin and soccer and 
then a fast trip back to the office or hospital.” 
Her husband, Gerry, is the chairperson for the 
department of psychiatry and neurology, and Pat 
directs the educational and clinical programs for 
the neurology division of Texas Technological U 
at Amarillo. Pat also continues her clinical phar­
macology interests by investigating new drugs 
for stage three trials in epilepsy and in develop­
ing a comprehensive care model for epilepsy in 
the Panhandle, a 26,000 square mile venture. Al­
though busy, the family still manages to hike the 
trails in Palo Duro Canyon and eastern New 
Mexico.
David Hopkins, a therapeutic school 
psychologist, works with severely emotionally 
disturbed stndents in middle and high schools 
in the Baltimore County Public Schools. In Nov., 
he planned to marry Dr. Tawnya Larkins, a vet­
erinarian in small animal practice.
After spending 20 years as a pilot with the 
U.S. Air Force, Kit Beery retired. In June, 1990, 
he joined Alaska Airlines and currently is a 
Boeing 727 flight engineer, flying on the West 
Coast between Alaska, California, and Mexico. 
He is based in Seattle, WA, and commutes from 
his home in the Sacramento, CA, area.
Secretary: Judy Simkins Haines, 300 
Berkshire Dr., Rochester, NY 14626.
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Herbert Hagens in Red Square, Moscow, June, 1991.
Last June, Herbert H agens addressed a 
gathering of over 400 people in Moscow on the 
occasion of the reestablishment of the 
Anthroposophical Society in Russia. Herbert 
was the representative of the American branch 
of the Society, which is part of a worldwide 
movement based on the spiritual teachings of 
Rudolf Steiner. Between lecture tours and con­
ferences, Herbert helps manage a family 
audio/video production studio in Princeton, NJ, 
and teaches German at the local adult school. 
His wife, Adelaide, pursues her career in 
medieval studies at Princeton U.
Since graduation, Herbert has kept in 
touch with Gary Starbuck, who practices den­
tistry in Yarmouth, ME. Gary and his wife, Suze, 
have one daughter, Rebecca. Gary, Rob Fish, 
also a dentist, and Herbert plan to attend our 
25th reunion in 1993.
Congratulations to Nancy Huffman 
Rue, who received one of the three 1991 
Outstanding Administrator Awards from Ohio U. 
Nancy, head of reference and library instruction 
at Alden Library, has served Ohio University 
Libraries for 21 years. This award recognizes her 
most recent accomplishment of planning and 
implementing a major physical reorganization of 
the Alden reference department to utilize the lat­
est in electronic library technology.
For significant accomplishment and leader­
ship in education, Michael Ogden has been 
selected for inclusion in Who’s Who In American 
Education, 1992-93 edition. Michael is the princi­
pal of Springmill Elementary School in Mansfield.
Secretary: G. Gary Tyack, 947 Clubview Blvd. 
N., Columbus, OH 43235.
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Margaret M inor is now an assistant pro­
fessor at Nicholls State U. She would like to 
renew Wooster contacts. Write to her at 905 
Jefferson St., Apt. C, Thibodaux, IA 70301.
On Aug. 11,1991, B onnie B ole Orkow  
married Gary Angerhofer and gained two teen­
age stepchildren. The happy couple bought a
home in Denver, CO, which they love. Bonnie is 
now a consultant on health care issues. 
Previously, she was associate director of the 
State Department of Social Services.
Congratulations to Stephen Schreiber  
and his wife, Jill, whose daughter, Emily Clare, 
was born on Nov. 23,1991.
Secretary: Sara Bradley, 23 Merrimac Place, 
Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107 (Oct.-May); P.O. Box 
851, Chautauqua, NY 14722 (June-mid Oct.).
Congratulations to Philip M uller and 
Aliceann Nolte, who were married on Jan. 4, 
1992, in Wooster. The welcome mat is out at 
their new home: 2508 Carol Place, Falls Church, 
VA 22046.
Lee B ender is sorry that he missed our 
25th reunion, and he wants to thank Ken Levin 
for the T-shirt, Jim  P oint for the wonderful let­
ter and photos, and his dad, Jim ’41, for the 
reports of reunion activities and conversations 
with ’66 classmates. On that weekend, Lee and 
his wife, Carol, took their son, Andrew, to a sum­
mer therapy/recreation program in Newport, RI. 
Lee says it was inspiring to see the activities in 
which quadraplegics and paraplegics take part. 
The Benders’ other son, David (14) says he 
wants to be a doctor and an actor and wants to 
attend Wooster. Lee sends his best to all.
In the Fall, 1991, issue of Wooster, we 
printed a list of children of 1966 alumni who 
attend or have attended the College. A more 
thorough search revealed that we inadvertently 
omitted several names from the list: Kim Elliott 
’93, daughter of Beverly Lohrey Elliott; Sarah 
Clarke ’94, daughter of Linda Errickson  
Clarke; Eric Hicks ’92, son of Frederick  
Hicks; Alison and Bret Hoffa ’88s, daughter and 
son of Lucius Hoffa and Linda Zaleski;
Jeremy Horcha ’91, son of Jerry Horcha; 
Meredith ’92 and Melissa ’94, daughters of 
Willard Johnson; Christopher Judd ’90, son of 
Courtney Judd; William King ’93, son of 
Lonnie and Sylvia N elson King; Kira Knox 
’93, daughter of Charles Knox; Amy Lawrence 
’94, daughter of David Lawrence; Jennifer Neill 
’93, daughter of Ronald Neill; Matthew 
Trantum ’93, son of Thom as and Lynda Erwin 
Trantum; Stephen Underwood '91, son of 
Rebecca Sechrist Underwood; Julie Wagner
’89, daughter of Jack Wagner Please let us 
know if we missed anyone else.
Secretary: Elizabeth Westhafer O’Brien, 101
Hillcrest Ave., Summit, NJ 07901.
In Aug., Richard Robertson and his wife, 
Pat, took a cruise on the Alaskan Inland Passage 
and enjoyed the flora and fauna. Dick has been 
appointed to the Community College League of 
California Educational Policy Commission. 
Secretary: Sally M umma Johns, 4629 
Muirfield Dr., Fort Wayne, IN 46815.
1963 mini-reunion. (I. to 
r.) John “Pumpkin” 
Wendelboe, John “Little 
Fuzz” Konnert, Judy 
Krudener Konnert, Jay 
“Zipper” Michael, Bill 
“Mort” Riggs, Renate Riggs• 
(kneeling) Susan 
Wendelboe, Anna Hansel 
Michael.
Skip Baker, a pediatrician in In Canada, 
CA, sent news about his recent trip to Romania. 
On a project jointly sponsored by his local 
church and World Vision, a world relief organiza­
tion, Skip spent two weeks evaluating the 
progress of children at an orphanage where a 
team of professionals was engaged. Being in 
Romania at a time when the world was begin­
ning to open its long-closed doors and fear no 
longer ruled everyday life was a powerful and 
inspiring experience for Skip.
Linda W hite Lindert blazes new trails in 
California. Linda is the coordinator of Trail Days, 
a program sponsored by the California 
Recreational Trails Committee that promotes 
stewardship of natural resources and encourages 
volunteers to contribute to trail construction and 
maintenance work. The successful program 
received national recognition in July, and as 
assistant executive secretary of the Trails 
Committee, Linda went to Washington, DC, to 
accept the Take Pride in America Award. A 
reception at the White House with President 
Bush and Secretary of the Interior Manuel 
Lujan followed the ceremony. When not on the 
trail, Linda also works in strategic planning for 
the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation. She and her husband, Peter, and 
three children live in Davis.
Currently, David H aines is serving as 
interim associate dean of faculty at Bates 
College.
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Paul M enzel is now dean of humanities 
as well as professor of philosophy at Pacific 
Lutheran U in Tacoma, WA. He notes that 
Robert Wills ’62 is provost of the university.
Paul’s book, Strong Medicine: The Ethical 
Rationing of Health Care, was published in 1990 
by Oxford University Press.
After a memorable trip to Japan, your sec­
retaries are glad to be back in the U.S. Please 
note their new address below. While in Japan, 
Russell had a wonderful research experience, 
working with a congenial group at Hamamatsu 
Medical School and learning the techniques of 
recombinant DNA research.
Secretaries: R ussell & Jane Welton Yamazaki,
1040 Berkshire, Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230.
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For the first time in nearly 20 years, a 
group of 1963 friends are living on the East 
Coast at the same time. So, 1991 was the year 
for the gang to get together. (See photo.) So far, 
they have celebrated six 50th birthdays at vari­
ous locations. The photo was taken at the home 
of John and Judy Krudener Konnert near 
Washington, DC, in April.
Secretary: Ann M cKenrick Wase, 412 Ivy 
Church Rd., Timonium, MD 21093.
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Kitty Kelly Johnson , who recently 
attended her first Alumni Board meeting as a 
newly elected member, reports that Wooster is 
thriving. “Academics are strong, as are campus 
life and student volunteer programs. Wooster is 
still a very special place. At our 30th reunion we 
have an opportunity to share a fun weekend and 
celebrate Wooster’s 125th birthday. See you in 
June!”
Secretaries: David Shriver, 2277Stillman Rd., 
Cleveland Hts., OH 44118; G enie H enson  
Hatch, 1337 Hampton, St. Charles, MO 63303.
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Think of all of the airlines in the U.S.
Then think of the number of flights each airline 
operates. Then think of the odds against one of 
our classmates flying as a passenger on one of 
my flights. But thaf s what happened last July, 
when I had the privilege of flying Niki Healy 
Jordan on one of my flights to St. Louis, MO. 
Niki received her Ed.D. in human development 
at Boston U, and she now works as a school 
psychologist and family consultant for the St. 
Lawrence County early intervention program, 
teaches part time at St. Lawrence U, and is on 
the board of a three-county Planned Parenthood 
agency. During the summer of 1990, she spent a 
week on one of Fred Cropp’s raft tours through 
the Grand Canyon.
Quick! Where are the Seychelles? This 
group of islands is off the east coast of Africa in 
about the same relative position as Bermuda is 
to the east coast of the U.S. And that’s where 
you’ll find Lucy Shom bert Wynn. After a year 
of post-doctoral work at Johns Hopkins U, she is
now serving as the senior planning officer at the 
Ministry of Health in the Seychelles. She says 
she has “found herself’ in the development and 
implementation of a five-year plan for health 
service for the country.
G enie B ishop writes that since retiring 
from the Army in 1983, her life has “gone to the 
dogs!” She raises both Cardigan Welsh corgis 
and wirehaired dachshunds, spends weekends 
at dog shows, field trials, or herding trials. Local 
and national dog club activities are now almost a 
full-time job. She plans to move from New Jersey 
to Bellingham, WA, this winter.
Now, this is the life! John Doerr is a 
retired attorney, is single again, is living on a sail­
boat in Annapolis, MD, and is teaching sailing at 
the Annapolis Sailing School. During this winter, 
he will be sailing around the Florida Keys.
Margaret Anderson Fikioris is a textile 
conservator and a consultant in collections care. 
She works with museum textile collections in 
the Philadelphia, PA, area, dealing with such 
issues as storage, correct display, care, handling, 
and maintenance. Margaret has a personal 
interest in the disposition, care, and storage of
Willard Bredenberg
sacred ceremonial and religious objects and has 
attended workshops in these areas. She is a 
member of the adjunct faculty of both the U of 
Delaware and the Fashion Institute of 
Technology.
In addition to his practice in plastic 
surgery, John B eem in k  is busy with civic activ­
ities in the Grand Rapids, MI, area. He is presi­
dent of the Grand Rapids Civic Theatre board 
and serves on the boards of the March of Dimes 
and the Butterworth Foundation. Recently, he 
was elected president of the Michigan Academy 
of Plastic Surgeons. For the past four years, he 
has been chief of staff at Butterworth Hospital.
One year ago, Wayne Myers left the U of 
Washington to develop and direct the new 
Center for Rural Health of the U of Kentucky. 
The center is based in Hazard, KY, a coal min­
ing town in central Appalachia, near the Virginia 
border. Wayne’s wife, JoAnn, is a public health 
anthropologist. She divides her time between 
research at the center and projects in Alaska, 
where the Myers lived and worked for several 
years. The center includes several medical, nurs­
ing, and allied health education programs as 
well as research and public service functions. 
Central Appalachia is beautiful, the people most 
hospitable and the work a privilege, says Wayne.
Since moving to Charleston, SC, Margaret 
Merrell Martin has taken two part-time jobs: one 
at Roper Hospital and the other at Smith Kline 
Beecham Clinical Laboratories. Singing in the 
church choir and serving as guardian ad litem for 
abused children are two volunteer activities which
bring her much satisfaction.
After 15/4 years of service, Larry Vodra 
decided not to run for re-election to his town’s 
board of education last November. Now, he has 
more free time to be your class secretary, and all 
he needs is to have you send him your cards and 
letters so he’ll have something to write for the 
next issue.
Secretary: Larry Vodra. 51 High Ridge Rd., 
Brookfield, CT 06804.
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Mary M ercer K rogness is keeping busy. 
She is an English and language arts teacher at 
Shaker Heights Middle School and an active 
member of the National Council of Teachers of 
English. Mary is the author of numerous arti­
cles in professional journals, and her book, 
Rights of Passage: Engaging the Non-Traditional 
Adolescent Language Learner, will be published 
by Heinemann Educational Publishers in late 
1992 or early 1993.
Secretary: Nancy Brown Tyburski, 3622 
Croydon Dr., NW, Canton, OH 44718.
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Kay Neaidengard Espinar writes from 
Bethel Park, PA, where she is a Spanish teacher. 
Her older son, Bob, is a U.S. Marine, and her 
younger son, Dave, is a sophomore in high 
school.
Secretary: Gretchen Yant Robinson, 608 
Conley, Ada, OH 45810.
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Congratulations to Will B redenbeig, 
who received the President’s Award for 
Distinguished Service from the Maine Medical 
Association in Sept., 1991. Will has served as the 
director of psychiatry at Tri-County Mental 
Health Services for the last 12 years. Among his 
many contributions and accomplishments cited 
in the award ceremony were Will’s service as 
chair of the Maine Psychiatric Association’s 
Ethics Committee since 1987 and his extensive 
investment in understanding and addressing the 
issue of AIDS.
It was good to hear from Dorothy 
Adam s Schonefeld, who hasn’t been in touch 
for awhile. She reports that 1990-91 was an emo­
tional and unsettling year for a military family! 
Her husband, Jim, who continues as command 
sergeant major of the Soldier Support Center at 
Fort Benjamin Harrison, IN, was actively 
involved in Desert Shield and Desert Storm. 
During that time, Dorothy supported the mili­
tary families left behind. The Schonefelds’ 
daughter, Connie, received her B.S. in mechani­
cal engineering from Catholic U in Washington, 
DC, in May. Their son, John, is working and 
attending Vincennes U in Indiana. The welcome 
mat is always out at their Fort Harrison home, 
says Dorothy.
Secretaries: Bob Carter, 1407 West Sherwin, #2- 
N, Chicago, IL 60626; B onnie Acton M occio, 




For twenty-three years, Liddy Funk 
Pittenger ’56  has delighted Wayne County 
area children by telling stories. When the sta­
tion wagon sporting a picture of Winnie The 
Pooh on the back is seen at a Wooster City 
School, the Wayne County Public Library, or 
Wooster Community Hospital’s pediatric unit, 
the children know the “Story Lady” has arrived 
with a special treat.
On a volunteer basis, Liddy presents her 
lively readings of classic children’s stories or 
her own works using many visual aids which 
she has made or collected over the years. 
Depending upon the story being read, she may 
use teddy bears, dolls, trucks, and puppets or 
wear an appropriate costume or colors to 
enhance the tale and capture the attention of 
her audience.
On occasion, members of her family 
have shared their talents in her presentations. 
Her husband, Tom Pittenger, has made puppets 
and posters, and her mother, Elizabeth Reese 
Funk ’23, has played music on the piano to 
accompany the stories at Halloween and 
Christmas for twenty-one of the past twenty- 
three years.
‘Tm really not a story teller,” Liddy says. 
“What I do, since I promote children’s literature 
and the love of children’s books, is use illustra­
tions with characters from the story.” biddy’s 
efforts were formally recognized in October, 
when she received the 1991 Literacy Award 
from the Wayne County Council of the 
International Reading Association.
When she is not telling stories, Liddy 
may be found participating in the Outdoor
Education Sessions held at The Wlderness 
Center in Stark County. This past fall, she con­
ducted bird study classes for fifth grade stu­
dents in all eight of Wooster City Elementary 
Schools.
For six years, the Wooster 1988 
Outstanding Citizen of the Year joined her 
husband in another volunteer activity. From 
1984-1990, Liddy and Tom were co-trainers for 
Scoutmaster training sessions in the Killbuck 
District of The Boy Scouts of America. Liddy is 
the only woman in the local district who has 
been involved in teaching new scoutmasters 
and committee members who are associated 
with area Boy Scouts, and she received the Ray 
Ziegman Memorial Award for Outstanding 
Service to Scouting in 1989.
Volunteering comes naturally to Liddy. 
She credits her parents, Daniel C. T7 and 
Elizabeth R. Funk, and her husband’s parents, 
Carl and Helen Pittenger, of Wooster, for the 
fine examples they set in church and 
community service.
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Betty Smyth Solis received the 
Cuyahoga Community College 1991 Innovator of 
the Year Award. The award recognizes the cre­
ative ideas Betty incorporates into teaching 
French classes. Her most recent innovation 
involves the telephone as the foundation of the 
teacher/student communication used in a labo­
ratory experience for distant learners enrolled in 
French classes. The distant learner is now able 
to record the assigned oral homework on an 
answering machine and receive the instructor’s 
oral evaluation in the same manner. Betty has 
been a professor of foreign languages at the 
metropolitan campus of the college for the last 
27 years.
Willem Lange, a syndicated writer, was 
the speaker at two commencement ceremonies 
in 1991. In May, he spoke at Gould Academy 
(ME) and in June, at Gilford High School (NH). 
Willem is the former director of Dartmouth 
Outward Bound Center and the oldest finisher 
of the 207 mile Iditaski Marathon in Alaska.
Katherine Moore Wilson writes that 
her husband, Bill, retired from the U.S. 
Geological Survey in Sept., 1991, and is now 
working as a consultant in Switzerland for 
awhile. Katherine is studying German and learn­
ing how to function in another country.
Secretary: A1 Edel, 2040 Brooks Square PI., 
Falls Church, VA 22043.
Margaret Winfield Sullivan, a writer 
and free-lance consultant, is working currently 
on a children’s book about the Philippines. She 
and her husband, Dan, live in McLean, VA.
Please note the sidebar article about our 
classmate, Liddy Funk Pittenger.
Secretary: Janice Douglas Grim, 17867 E. 
Lincoln Way, Dalton, OH 44618.
The class sends sympathy to the families 
of Leroy Barger, who died on Sept. 28,1991, 
and Frederick Barrett, who died on July 30, 
1991. (See obituaries.)
Secretary: Faith Omans Reynolds, Merrell 
Tavern Inn, Rt. 102, Main St., South Lee, MA 
01260.
Your secretary (Dick) checking in again 
with all the news that’s fit to print, or, to put it 
another way, the only correspondence I have 
received.
From Lawndale, CA comes a nice, newsy 
letter from John Siskowic, who says that the 
’54 column is the first thing he reads when he 
picks up this magazine. (Wouldn’t it be great if 
there were more news for him to browse ?) John 
retired from 31 years of teaching high school in
Liddy hunk Pittenger, reading a story to a Layton 
Elementary kindergarten class.
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June, 1990, on an early retirement package, but 
he remains active in the sports program (timing 
basketball games and track meets) at the high 
school.
John now spends a lot of hours logging 
miles in a new motor home which has taken him 
coast to coast — to Boston to see his daughter 
graduate from Boston College, to Nashville, 
where he visited with Don Byerly ’55, and every­
thing in between. John also managed to visit 
Wooster, which he claims sure looks good! In 
the last few months, he has logged over 13,000 
miles. John reports that most of his family — 
three brothers and his father — are now in 
California, and he invites anyone passing 
through to stop and say hello.
From Salt Lake City, UT, Jim and Ruth 
Peterson Ewers write that they are looking for­
ward to playing in the World Senior Games in St. 
George. Jim plays basketball (full court, 55-plus) 
and Ruth plays golf. Jim continues to teach at 
the U of Utah but has switched his area of exper­
tise to sport management. Ruth enjoys working 
in a quilt store, where she teaches and clerks.
Tom and Pat Taft Wise write from 
Cincinnati that they are fine. The marriage of 
their middle son in October added a lovely 
daughter-in-law and two lovable granddaughters 
to their family. The Wises’ daughter, Mindy, is 
serving with the Peace Corps in Honduras.
Bill Strazza, who has been a teacher and 
coach at Seton-La Salle High School in Pitts­
burgh, DC since 1959, recently was inducted 
into the Seton-La Salle Hall of Fame.
Secretary: Richard Sheppard, Box 264, Suttons 
Bay, MI 49682.
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A personal copy of Washington in Review, 
written by Dick Duke, arrived containing witty 
insights into life in the bicentennial city and its 
surroundings, as experienced by Dick, his wife, 
Naomi, and family.
It’s almost like the fabled account of Mark 
Twain’s death. In spite of rumors to the contrary, 
the Federal Trade Commission does still exist, 
and Dick is busier than ever pursuing antitrust 
investigations in view of all the mergers and 
rumors of collusion and other improprieties. 
With only half the staff that was in place when 
Reagan took office, they have jumped from 1,100 
filings in 1981 to 2,818 in 1989. Life under the 
Bush administration has produced some bene­
fits: elevators that now stop to pick up the 
proletariats (my word, not Dick’s) and not just 
the political appointees who chair such estab­
lishments. You have to get Dick to tell that and 
other stories to catch the full humor (and 
irony?).
Dick and Naomi still live in the same 
home as they did when Marcia (Klerekoper) 
and I (Don) visited during the national bicen­
tennial year of 1976. But a bit of Wooster has 
been added to their neighborhood since Dave 
Stewart ’51 and his wife, Billie, settled in a few 
years ago, joining Will ’49 and Martha Ann 
(Orahood ’52) Myers, all within walking 
distance.
Quite delightful in addition to the updates 
in Dick’s communique were his reminiscences 
about things past: Thornton Wilder playing in 
Our Town; trying to understand Reinhold 
Niebuhr’s talk one Friday night; the inspiration 
in Howard Lowry’s Chapel talks and the great 
titles he gave to his baccalaureate talks, such as 
“The Gift of Fire”; living in the T-7 Unit our 
junior year; and the night during our senior year 
when we moved Whit Weihe’s room to the stair­
way landing in Kenarden, complete with floor 
lamp that lit up.
Now, Whit will know who the culprits 
were, but current students will never know the 
pain and pleasure of living in the sectioned-off 
Kenarden or those temporary Tkylor units left 
over from W.W. II.
Word also arrived via Gwen Griffith 
Wright that Betty Morrison Dodson’s hus­
band, John ’52, has undergone a difficult 
surgery but is recovering well.
Gwen, herself, was a welcome recent visi­
tor, and we were able to spend some time with 
Mark and Pris Gallinger Allen, reviewing the 
past, present, and future. Gwen has moved to a 
new address: Emery Bay Apts., 6400 Christie 
Ave., #2114, Emeryville, CA 94608.
I (Don) look forward to a visit with my 
cohort, Nona, this coming weekend as she 
arrives for an all too brief visit, staying with 
Mark and Pris while here. They will have a 
chance to see me in my post-retirement role as 
Iigeus in the local community college’s daring 
production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. As 
the play says: “What fools these mortals be.”
One October morning, Southwest Airlines 
whisked me (Nona) from Phoenix on what they 
call their “company plane” right over to Los 
Angeles. Mark Allen almost missed me at the 
airport; it was raining in sunny California. Don 
Orr’s play did not go on because its innovative 
staging was done both in and out of doors. 
Nevertheless, it was a great visit. Mark’s title, 
executive director, Mission on our Doorstep, 
translates into church development and redevel­
opment for both the Los Ranchos Presbytery 
and the Presbyterian General Assembly 
Bicentennial program. Pris is teaching severely 
emotionally disturbed high school students.
Both are enjoying their work and life in 
California very much.
Don retired in June after 35 years of teach­
ing, which he was excited about right up to the 
very end. Computers interest Don and with 
them he found innovative ways to involve even 
mildly attentive students in his high school 
English classes. Marcia, in addition to her 
Headstart teaching, has recently become head 
teacher in a Headstart offshoot called Evenstart, 
a program designed to help key families with 
very early childhood education. The Orrs,
Allens, and I enjoyed supper together in a 
restaurant that allowed us to toss peanut shells 
on the floor, but Egeus got rained out that night. 
California is wonder-full, nonetheless.
Back in Arizona, the mail brought a note 
from Frank Cook’s wife, Betty, who tucked in a 
newspaper feature headlined, “Cook’s Delight.” 
The fella in the picture — the guy relaxing with 
a book on his Florida porch in shorts, pink shirt, 
and sneakers sans socks — probably had a 
dozen wheels turning in his brain all at once. I 
suspect most of them had to do with his work as 
director of the Southwest Florida Addiction 
Services. SWFAS, for short, will soon be open­
ing the first in-patient residence facility for juve­
nile addicts in Lee County (Fort Myers). Frank, 
an ordained minister, has guided that project, as 
well as programs for adult substance abusers. 
Frank observes, after a lifetime of working with 
addicts, “I’ve never kept anybody straight or 
sober yet. I don’t have that power. They do.”
On the computerized address printout 
that goes with this job, Larry Price’s occupa­
tion is listed as pastor. When in Phoenix, call the 
Phoenixites, said I to me, and when I called 
Larry, he confessed at last to all kinds of campus 
mayhem in our days at Wooster. Words like “car 
up on blocks,” “alarm clocks,” “chapel,” 
“pigeons,” and “O for Oberlin” escaped the 
Lutheran pastor’s lips when we talked. Fifth 
Section was mentioned too, amid chuckles and a 
tone of amazement (or pride) that the former
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star swimmer was never once ordered to toe a 
line in the dean’s office. In 1987, he was even 
inducted into the “W” Association Athletic Hall 
of Fame. Following graduation from the College 
Larry still has great feelings about, he attended 
Capital Lutheran Seminary in Columbus. He 
met and married his wife, Cheryl, and then for 
many years was senior pastor of a very large 
Lutheran church in Wisconsin. Six years ago the 
Prices retired to Phoenix, where Cheryl works 
with computers and Larry ministers part time to 
a very small Lutheran congregation. Otherwise, 
he’s a housemouse — his word — who cooks, 
cleans, does the yard and when he’s finished, 
dives into his backyard pool during the nice 
Arizona weather. Cheryl and Larry have a son 
and daughter and one grandson.
The second Phoenixite I contacted was 
Emily Oxenrider Joachim , though it was 
Wally ’52 I talked with, since Emily was out.
They live in Scottsdale, not Phoenix, but that’s 
mostly a matter of crossing the street. Wally is 
now semi-retired from the food business, and he 
and Emily moved to Arizona a year ago after 
periods spent in Cincinnati, St. Louis, 
Indianapolis, West Bloomfield, a suburb of 
Detroit, and Puerto Rico. Before Wally and 
Emily moved from West Bloomfield, Mark 
Allen officiated at their daughter’s wedding.
Now living in Chicago, that daughter and her 
husband are parents of Emily and Wally’s only 
grandchild, a one-year-old girl. B J .  M itchell 
Jahnke was a guest at their second daughter’s 
wedding in Phoenix last year. Their third child is 
a son, John. Emily has been mostly a home­
maker, but has had a keen interest in real estate 
and has spent several years as a realtor.
Polishing up their new home in Scottsdale has 
occupied them recently, and between times 
Emily and Wally enjoy traveling and golf.
Elaine Sprunger sent me news of Bob  
Sprunger’s death on Oct. 3, 1991. (See obituar­
ies.) I used the Foncard to find out a little of the 
heart of the matter. Bob was an Apple Creek boy 
and a three-year Navy veteran when he began 
college with our class. His lifework was the min­
istry, but to that he added a keen interest in 
healing, reading, making music, carving wood, 
gardening, and his family and friends. He had 
been ill for a long time, needing regular kidney 
dialysis. The kidney disease was the cause of his 
death. He planned his own memorial service, a 
concluding statement about his life and loves 
that was shared on a Sunday afternoon in north­
ern New York’s beautiful October weather. 
Biblical words of comfort from Psalm 23 and 
John’s gospel were read. Loving New Orleans 
jazz, Bob requested a jazzy rendition of “When 
the Saints Go Marching In” — mournful at first, 
joyful at the end, as it’s done in New Orleans. 
The music included the “Navy Hymn,” Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus and that beloved Wooster 
hymn, Vaughn Williams’ arrangement of “For 
All the Saints. ” Red ribbons were presented to 
the guests at the memorial service because Bob 
used that symbol to express his personal belief 
in the Holy Spirit of his life. It was a life signed 
off with triumph and love, and I was glad to get 
to know Elaine a little better, and through her, 
Bob, who was a good and brave man.
Secretaries: Nona W illiston Taylor, 3003 
Rufenach Lane, Kalispell, MT 59901; Donald  
Orr, 13460 Marlette Dr., La Mirada, CA 90638.
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Richard Holroyd and his wife, Dwana, 
have been ranging a bit, mostly on business 
trips to Germany, Japan, and Russia. In Aug., 
they went to Ft. Lauderdale, FL, to attend the 
wedding of their son, Tom. Dick is a senior 
chemist for Brookhaven National Laboratories 
in Upton, NY. He’s also serving on Wooster’s 
Alumni Board.
From Bronx, NY, John Gump writes that 
he is a career counselor at Bronx Community 
College and serves as a supply minister for the 
Presbytery of New York City. John is also a 
member of the Habitat for Humanity boards of 
New York City and the Bronx.
I (Warren) happened to be back East 
again and stopped in Bangor, ME, for a brief 
visit with Siije and Paul Curtis. They’re both 
looking good. Paul still has his beard and has 
indulged in a little red sports car.
Secretaries: Jeanne M ilanette Merlanti, 2128 
Greenview Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103; Warren 
M. Swager, Jr., 112 Bieler Lane, Sheridan, MT 
59749.
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If you travel to Summerland Key, FL, look 
up Doris Hurtig Cannon. She has taken up 
saxophone again and plays with a group that 
performs for dances. Doris is a retired college 
biology professor.
Also living in Florida is Carolyn 
Roadarm el Kowalske, who is in Melbourne. 
Carolyn, a retired junior high school teacher, 
enjoys traveling with her husband, Bill. It was 
good to see them at the reunion.
During the eight years she served on the 
Santa Barbara County Planning Commission, 
Nancy K assebaum  Johnson  dealt with land 
use issues, including the impact of offshore oil 
drilling and the recovery of land after a disas­
trous fire in 1990. In recognition other contribu­
tions, Nancy was chosen the 1990 Woman of the 
Year by Santa Barbara County. Congratulations, 
Nancy!
On a recent visit to Cape Cod, I 
(Priscilla) had dinner with Dave and Mary 
Billett MacMillin, at their newly built house in 
Chatham. Dave spent many hours designing 
and finishing the house which features solar 
heating. Since the MacMillins were unable to 
attend our 40th, I filled them in on reunion 
events. They told me about their activities, some 
of which also take place at their mountain home 
in New London, NH. Music is still an important 
facet of their lives. Mary directs a church choir 
and sings in a community choral group.
Many of you will remember Jean A llison  
Van H om e as an excellent athlete at Wooster.
It’s not surprising then to learn that her son, 
Keith, is a starting offensive right tackle (#78) 
for the Chicago Bears. When not going to foot­
ball games in Chicago, Jean serves as confer­
ence coordinator at the College of Dupage in 
Glen Ellyn, IL.
Bill Aber, who went from the kilts of the 
Scot Band to the cloth of the clergy, not only 
serves as the chief executive of the Presbytery of 
Santa Fe but chairs the denomination’s steward­
ship and communications ministry unit which 
has led him to travel to Central America, the 
Soviet Union, the Middle East, Northern 
Ireland, and England. He is also president of the 
New Mexico Conference of Churches and a 
member of a Planned Parenthood board. He 
must get free fried chicken to eat or something,
I hope, because he was made a “Kentucky 
Colonel” in 1989. Recently, Bill and Sally 
(Sterrett ’52) became grandparents for the third 
time. You can reach the Abers at 12913 Bryce 
N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87112.
Jim  and Jane W allace A nderson are 
enjoying life back in Wayne County after Jim’s 
long teaching career as a public school teacher 
and principal, and then 26 years on the faculty of 
Michigan State U, from which he has now 
retired. Literally returning to their roots, the 
couple who first became an “item” in the halls of 
Wooster High School — or was it earlier? — are 
operating the family farm at 10233 Munson Rd., 
Shreve, OH 44676. Yes, our Jim, like his clergy- 
man/religion professor dad, who had the weath­
ered hands of a serious farmer, is truly working 
his farm with Jane’s able help.
Pat and I (Roy) spent a week at the end of 
September in the Adirondack Mountains at 
Palmer Point outside Old Forge, NY. It is a 
favorite getaway of ours owned by Dave Palmer 
’52 and his dad, Steve Palmer T7, and fully run 
by Dave, who sends his best to ’51 friends.
Secretaries: Roy W. Adam s, 12500 Edgewater 
Dr., #308, Lakewood, OH 44107; Priscilla  
M iller Hart, 5051 Eliots Oak Rd., Columbia, 
MD 21044.
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Although Bob '48 and Betty Evans 
A nderson made their retirement move into a 
condo a few years ago, Betty didn’t retire until 
June, 1990. Since then, the Andersons have 
enjoyed several trips, including ones to Oregon 
and Montana to visit family. A trip to Hawaii was 
planned for the fall. WTen home in Ohio, Betty 
keeps busy with volunteer tutoring in an inner 
city school, working at a food and clothing shel­
ter, and serving on the condo board, where she 
is currently in charge of landscaping. Bob enjoys 
playing golf, driving for the Red Cross, and 
doing the books for their son’s dental practice.
In our (the G eorges’) ongoing search for 
a retirement/snowbird site, I (Jay) spent a week 
in Arizona in August, looking at Sun City and 
other areas. The Phoenix trip took on the aspect 
of a mini-Wooster reunion, as I visited with my 
sisters, Lois Scott ’43 and Doris Blanchard ’40, 
and with retired Wooster professors Charles 
Moke ’31 and Kingman Eberhart and their 
wives. Bill ’48 and I also went to Florida in 
March.
Secretaries: Janice W ilson George, 45 Fareuiaj 
Dr., Northfield, MN 55057; Jean Dutch  
Webster, 7611 Eagle Creek Dr., Dayton, OH 
45459.
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From Waverly, Shirley Kenan Johnson  
writes that she and her husband, Bill, are enjoy- 
ing the freedom of retirement and the oppor­
tunity to travel and visit their four children and 
10 grandchildren.
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During the last 40 years, Charles 
Southwick has traveled to many countries 
doing primate research. His work in the fields of 
animal biology and conservation has focused on 
wild animals that live in close association with 
people. Currently, his major project, begun in 
1986 with colleagues from several schools, 
including the U of Indonesia, involves a popula­
tion survey of two types of monkeys on the 
Indonesian island of Sulawesi. The two species 
are being threatened by new development. 
Charles, a professor of biology at the U of 
Colorado, and his wife, H eather (B eck) live in 
Boulder.
Ed and Ruth (Carson ’50) M acAllister 
have moved from Houston to a one-story home 
in Katy, TX. The MacAllisters have two sons and 
five grandchildren.
Secretary: Lloyd Vandersall, 1448 S. Kohler 
Rd„ Orrville, OH 44667.
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As members of the Vero Beach Choral 
Society in Florida, Leona Hahn Compton and 
her husband, Arthur, joined a 30,000 voice inter­
national chorus for the song festival, Bridges of 
Song, in Estonia, in July, 1991. The theme of the 
festival was hope and freedom.
From Columbus, Lance Shreffler writes 
that he continues to work for nuclear disarma­
ment throughout the world. He uses the Ohio 
Campaign for Global Security as his platform, 
and currently he is the interim executive direc­
tor of the organization.
Editor's note: Florence M ason Cole 
reports that your class secretary, Jean Malkin 
Boggs, gave a fascinating presentation on 
Beatrix Potter to Flosi’s book club in Davidson, 
NC. She recommends Jean as an excellent 
speaker.
Jackie M orris Pride spent the month of 
July in Costa Rica, living with a family while 
attending school to learn Spanish. A marvelous 
learning vacation and adventure, she says.
Jackie has been teaching elementary music and 
orchestra for 30 years and is currently coordina­
tor of fine arts for the McAllen Public Schools in 
Texas.
Secretaries: M alcolm and Jean Malkin Boggs, 
2936 Rosalind Ave. S. W, Roanoke, VA 24014.
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Unbelievable: in the mail was a package 
from Dorothy Aten Armitage and out of it slid 
copies of the Alumni Bulletin from Oct., 1947 to 
Dec., 1953. Dotty sent our classnotes column 
and a few pictures from each issue saying: 
“Anyone who’s been class secretary as long as 
you have deserves a crack at re-reading class- 
notes. Then next year everyone will say, ‘Boy! 
Comie’s memory is terrific!”’
Well, Dotty, we have our doubts about 
that, but the clipped bulletins are a gold mine. 
This column and the next will feature items 
stolen from them. See if you can put names to 
old news before you read the last paragraph.
C.R. has been granted a scholarship at 
Pennsylvania State U in psychology, says the 
October ’47 Bulletin. At Harvard, W.H.L. is in 
medical school, and R.D. is taking work in the 
physics department.
B.E. is working once again at Society for 
Savings. She’s my roommate once again until 
her new landlady comes to town. (Nov., 1947.)
Dec. 27,1947, was a happy day for D.B. 
and R.S., who are now house-hunting in 
Baltimore.
The March '49 Bulletin announces the 
birth of a son to Bob ’48 and N.B.E. Alan Robert 
was born Feb. 13 in Buffalo, NY.
From the January ’48 column: “B.S. is 
working in a bank in Marseilles, IL. He recently 
became engaged to a girl from Lake Forest 
College. Congratulations, B.!”
Next in the mail came letters from Larry 
Gabriel and Rhoe B enson , who had just met 
with Marilyn Anderson W illiams and Marge 
Neiswander Hoge to make plans for our 45th 
reunion. Here’s what’s ahead so far: open house 
on Friday, luncheon at the Wooster Country 
Club on Saturday, conversation time in Babcock 
Hall after the alumni dinner.
Both Rhoe and Larry wrote: “We’re hop­
ing for a great turnout,” and Larry added, ‘Tell 
everyone to come back here to check on 
things.” Those things, according to Rhoe, 
include Luce Hall, a refurbished stadium, and a 
continuing program to renovate many of “our” 
buildings.
Both men are retired and live in Wooster. 
Larry left Rubbermaid Incorporated two years 
ago and with his wife, Alice, a retired teacher, is 
enjoying “a great life,” including travel and 
Elderhostels.
Rhoe, who retired as manager of Solid 
Waste and Recycling for Wayne County, wrote 
about his work and his conversion to ardent 
environmentalist. He now serves on the environ­
mental committee at the College. His wife, Liz 
(Baker ’48), continues to work as a cataloging 
assistant in Andrews Library.
The round-robin which has kept 14 class­
mates in close touch these 44 years flew into 
Wray in September. Here are a few bits from the 
bird:
Norma Wolcott Vandermeulen wrote: 
“Re-reading the letters I find a common thread: 
three-mile walks; the Church anchored solidly 
on both coasts, in the middle and overseas; 
aging parents giving pause; in clearing our 
houses, some of us could write a Middle 
America documentary of women’s life in the last 
half of this century, including a lady’s adventures 
with the I.R.S., kiddies at home with a live-in, 
coping on one income. Life before television: 
people read and even wrote letters. And there 
were, once, hats and gloves.”
Ev and Martha (Stoll ’49) Ballard are 
now legal residents of Sanibel Island, FL, where 
they spend six months a year. They still main­
tain a home in Louisville, KY, as well.
Liz Ann Jacobs Atkins planned to retire 
last summer, said the round-robin. Wonder if 
that’s meant more time for a granddaughter 
who’s 21 months old now?
Commented one robin, “Does anyone 
else think of Stanley Gault ’48 every time she 
uses Rubbermaid?”
Another commented on gender in the 
new Presbyterian hymnal. D ede B ender  
Seaton (she and Ron retired as missionaries to 
India last August) isn’t happy that “Once to
Every Man and Nation” was left out because of 
the word “man.” She feels “it’s one thing to see 
that wives who have the same appointment as 
their husband also have their own pensions. Its 
quite another to carry ‘inclusive language’ to the 
extent of eliminating the word ‘man’ from the 
hymnal.”
How’s this for late news? As these notes 
were being written, the phone rang with the 
announcement that Dick ’48 and Marian St. 
John Graham have a new granddaughter, 
Lauren Elizabeth. She was born in Newport 
News, VA, to Glenn and Allyson Graham.
Marion and Allyson’s mother were to drive from 
Ohio to see the new arrival that very weekend. 
Since Lauren is also a Lybarger, she’s a special 
baby to us, too.
Jean Eberling B eek’s husband, Allan, is 
retiring this year. She says she’ll be at our 45th 
in June.
Katharine Wright Chafee won’t make it, 
but advises “have fun!” She’s retired and lives 
near her daughter and her family in Carlsbad, 
CA. Katharine shares a home and many outdoor 
activities with another retired widow. Last sum­
mer she enjoyed Elderhostels in Oregon and 
Utah.
Bill Spicer of Ottawa, IL, is still at work 
as a career agent with Northwestern Mutual 
Life. He and his wife enjoy their condo at Bonita 
Springs, FL, several times a year and keep track 
of nine grandchildren — “and counting,” adds 
Bill.
Late in Oct., our square dancing class­
mate, Ruth P ier Putchat, was finishing a 
square dance tour of England and loving it. 
Suppose she’ll dance her way to Wooster in 
June?
Can you believe it’s 1992 and time for our 
45th? Be sure to come to Wooster the first week­
end in June. We’ll miss you if you don’t.
Bill and H elen W illier D isser  are at 
home in Saratoga, CA, after spending six 
months last year in Las Vegas, where Bill was 
working temporarily. That Bonanza of theirs 
gets around: it took them on two trips to Mexico 
last year with fellow flyers. One trip in July 
afforded them the thrill of seeing the total 
eclipse of the sun in Baja. The Dissers plan to 
be at our reunion in June.
Those names from the past? Clare 
Robinson Walker, Bill Lyon, Bob Douglass, 
Barb Eicher Thom as, D ede and Ron Seaton, 
Norma Bircher Ebright Bill Spicer. 
Secretary: Cornelia Lybarger Neuswanger, 
32141 S. Railway, Wray, CO 80758.
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Last summer, Portia D esenberg Speck  
and her husband, Weldon, took their first vaca­
tion in 15 years from their photography studio. 
After attending a church conference in Portland. 
OR, the Specks took a delightful trip to Alaska 
and the Yukon.
Secretary: Joanne B ender Regenhardt, 2289 
Via Munera, 1m  Jolla, CA 92037.
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In Aug., Norm and I (Virginia) enjoyed 
his Army mini-reunion in Greeley, CO. We took 
the scenic route home, by traveling north 
through Nebraska and South Dakota and then 
east through North Dakota, Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and finally the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. While in Michigan we attempted to 
visit my former roommate, Jeanne Roberts 
Flegel, in Ithaca. As we were knocking on her 
door to no avail, she and Nyal were in Cleveland. 
Maybe next time, Jeanne.
Shirley Parker Price, of Berea, was 
baby-sitting three of her eight grandchildren 
when we talked by phone. She and Don went to 
Arizona this summer to visit the new addition to 
the family and also flew to Florida to visit 
Shirley’s mother. Shirley and Betty Morgan 
Treadwell have lunch together every other 
week. They and Ginny M iller Reed celebrated 
50th high school reunions this summer.
H elen Murray Free has won the 
American Chemical Society’s (ACS) election for 
1992 president-elect. Helen, a professional rela­
tions consultant for the diagnostics division of 
Miles Incorporated in Elkhart, IN, will serve as 
ACS president in 1993 and as a member of the 
ACS Board of Directors from 1992-94.
I wouldn’t like to see a blank ’45 column 
in the next issue, would you? Please take time to 
drop your secretary a line. Ill be waiting to hear 
from you.
Secretary: Virginia Kroehle Wengatz, 7450 
West 130th St., Middleburg Hts., OH 44130.
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News has been pouring in! Well, I 
(Helen) did get three letters in three months. 
The letter that Jean Stafford Klotzbach wrote 
from Columbia, MD, came to me secondhand. 
She is updating their 25-year-old condominium 
with new drapes and shelving, fixing tubs and 
sinks, and hoping to get new carpeting. We hope 
her husband, Gene, recovers from his cataract 
and glaucoma surgery as well as Jean did with 
her hip replacement. Their son, Mark, works in 
a bank and daughter, Kay, is an artist. Her work 
has been presented in five one-artist shows. Her 
husband and sons are supportive of her work.
Enid R obinson Totten wrote from 
Marble Falls, TX, that she and Hank (Paul ’42) 
keep occupied by doing volunteer work; he as 
an EMS volunteer and Enid in the primary 
school nurse’s office.
Rachel Shobert Taylor and her daugh­
ter, Margie, spent two weeks in Europe this 
summer. Ernie is hanging in there. He has his 
good days and the others, too.
Marge G ibbons Fish didn’t take long to 
recover from surgery before she started traveling 
again. She has attended a high school reunion 
and a mini-reunion of Wooster friends at 
Chautauqua: Elmer and Lorraine Schwartz 
Sachse, Chuck and R osie Kennon  
Schollenbeiger, and Phyllis Johnson  
Havener. Marge visited Don and Jeanne  
G randison Coates on this trip.
Our 50th reunion is sneaking up on us. 
Don’t forget to keep your calendar free for 
Wooster around June 9-12,1994. Do you 
remember what we were doing 50 years ago? We 
were “sophisticated” sophomores, and we were
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haughtily initiating the lowly frosh into the rites 
of the College. The year before we had lost the 
sack race to the then sophomores who had 
“stolen” the tug-of-war by pulling before we were 
ready. Our vehement protests got us a replay but 
only at the end of the day when a lot of our 
troops, thinking the day was over, had departed 
and those left were outnumbered.
In the fall of ’41, we were again outnum­
bered and lost the tug-of-war where the sizes of 
the teams were limited only by the length of the 
very long rope. But we won the horse and rider 
event where sides were equal in number. The 
outcome hung on the final event the sack rush. 
As you will recall, that consisted of two medicine 
balls on a field of play with two goal lines. The 
objective was to get the ball across the oppo­
nents’ goal line within the time limit. Again, 
badly outnumbered, the strategy of our gallant 
team was to smother the balls and hope for a 
draw. Until the last minute, it seemed to be 
working. Then, in the midst of the pile onto 
which I had flung my skinny body someone 
said: “Wait a minute, we’re all freshmen here. All 
freshmen stand up!” Results showed only four or 
five of us desperately clutching the ball. We were 
pried off one by one, and the freshman caps 
came off early that fall.
As usual, male news is not abundant 
Warm greetings were received from Paul 
Churton in Florida. He’s planning to be with us 
in June, 1994.
Bob Johnson ’47 reports that he and 
Kathy made an Earthwatch trip to Costa Rica 
earlier this year.
Ernie Muller, in Syracuse, NY, continues 
his environmental research on frozen ground 
water in glaciers in Iceland, AK, and other 
antarctic circle locales, further reinforcing 
Wooster’s reputation for having produced a long 
line of outstanding geologists.
“Male Call,” this edition’s phone call, pro­
duced some news from J. Hobart Neff. It was 
the first time I (Russ) had had the pleasure of 
talking with him in almost 50 years. He sounds 
great — still has that youthful resonance in his 
voice. “Hobe” started with us in 1940 but trans­
ferred to Muskingum, finished there after the 
war, and went on for his M.A. at Ohio State U.
He married a Muskingum woman and they have 
four children, two boys and two girls. The Neffs 
have lived in Columbus for the past 30 years, 
where Hobe, now retired, was a school principal. 
I caught him just after a three-week trip to 
Switzerland. His older brother, Bob ’43, went on 
for a law degree and is now living in Bucyrus.
With sadness, we report the death of 
Jane Elliott Linnell, on Oct. 26,1991. (See 
obituaries.) Sympathy of the class is extended to 
her husband, Al, and her family.
Secretaries: Helen Hibbs Bingaman, 8346 E. 
Deer Circle, Mesa, AZ 85208; R ussell Haley, 8 
Orchard Dr., Durham, NH 03824.
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A welcome letter from Grayce Brittain 
Burgett told of the impact her four years at 
Wooster had on her life, and how happy she was 
to have been there at that particular time. If she 
was referring to the IS program, I (Ida) agree; 
I’m glad we didn’t have it. I don’t know if I could 
have handled it as well as later generations seem 
to have done!
After graduation, Grayce taught English 
and Latin for a short period. Then she and her 
husband, Bob, were married in the old Wooster 
chapel by Dr. Douglass. (That chapel is another 
reason I’m glad we were there then and not 
now!) Grayce devoted most of her early married 
years to raising her three sons, David, Mark, 
and Paul, of whom she and Bob are proud.
While the children were in grade school, Grayce 
went back to teaching for a few years. Bob was 
in the computer software business, until his 
retirement in 1983. For about 15 years he had 
his own company, and Grayce helped him in the 
office.
Thanks to Miss Jacobs, who taught golf at 
Wooster, Grayce learned to love the game and 
has spent many hours of her life on golf courses. 
She’s also an avid crossword puzzle fen and finds 
that having majored in Latin and minored in 
French is a great help! Over the years, she has 
kept in contact with Dottie Pearson Turner.
The Burgetts, who have lived in California 
since ’59, are not yet sure of their traveling plans 
for 1993. Once again, I urge Grayce and all of 
you to be there for our 50th!
Secretary: Ida Snodgrass Arthurton, 4737 
TrinaAve., Del City, OK 73115
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In Sept., a mini-reunion took place at the 
home of Doug and Char Conrad Dobson, in 
Pennsylvania. Those attending were Dick and 
Mart M cCreight Rowand, Bob and Celia 
Retzler Gates, P ete and B unny Cotton 
Bogner, Betty Shreve Bircher, and Ilene  
Sm ith Kearns. Char is doing fine, following 
her second knee operation. Doug Dobson 
continues to enjoy bird-carving.
Ilene spent an Elderhostel week in 
Colorado, where the group “lived 12 miles from 
civilization in a red rock canyon full of ancient 
ruins; made our own pottery from clay dug from 
the canyon and fired in an open pit; climbed 
rocks to see amazing views of the mountains; 
studied archaeology and Hopi culture.” What an 
exciting experience, Ilene! How about reports 
from other Elderhostelers?
In Oct., Ilene attended the national con­
ference of AARP in Chicago, relating to the orga­
nization’s Widowed Persons Service, one of their 
outreach programs. Currently, Ilene is president 
of the Muncie, IN, AARP chapter.
At a Wooster High School reunion in 
June, Celia saw Mary Sm ucker Hulburt. Mary 
is retired from psychotherapy counseling and 
has moved to 33 Ponderosa Lane, Palmyra, \'A 
22963.
Also retired are Benny ’50 and Virginia 
Hart Tomassetti. They live in Radford, VA.
An enthusiastic meeting of our 50th 
reunion committee took place in the fall. Those 
who met and contributed their ideas for our 
reunion were B ob Cope, Mart Rowand, Jim  
Bean, Pete and Bunny Bogner, John Boyd, 
Mary Lou Chalfant, Ruthmary W oolf Cohen. 
Celia Gates, Jim  and Mary B onsall 
M ikkelsen, Bob and Sherry Sherrard 
Steiner, Barbara M cConnell Kempf, Jean  
H udson, Ginny Lee Bigelow. All classmates
are invited to send their ideas for the reunion to 
the committee or your class secretaries. Please 
be sure to complete the reunion questionnaires 
and return them to the Alumni Office. The only 
unknown ingredient for our plans is youl Will 
you be there?
I (Les) received a reminiscing letter from 
Edgar Merkel. He determined that he is the 
only Wooster graduate to have his family’s 
Wooster residence (529 E. Pine) relocated by 
the College to make way for the new Luce Hall 
(See Wooster, Winter 1991). Ed and his wife, 
Betty, are enjoying retirement at 9 La Villa Ct., 
Fort Pierce, FL 34951. They have three children: 
Cindy, Kurt, and Chris.
My memories of Wooster include gather­
ing around the piano in Douglass lounge and lis­
tening to Les Gibian play hymns in a current 
but respectful jazz form. What are your memo­
ries? Come to the reunion and share them. 
Secretaries: Ruthmary Woolf Cohen, 1339 
Arella Blvd., Ann Arbor, MI 48103; Lester E. 
Elliott, 1406A Old Farm Rd., Champaign, IL 
61821.
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The month was October. The flowers were 
still blooming in the garden, the trees were still 
green with only hints of scarlet and gold, the air 
was still warm and inviting when your new sec­
retaries were busy collecting tidbits for the 
Winter issue — rather like the squirrels, who 
were busy collecting acorns to store for the long 
winter ahead.
An informative article about Alice 
Forman appeared in the Fall, 1990, issue of the 
Yale Nursing Newsletter. The article is a glowing 
tribute to our classmate, who has become 
nationally and internationally known for her 
influence on health conditions and life prospects 
of many peoples, both in the United States and 
abroad. During her career, she was a consultant 
to health ministers in Turkey and to educators in 
India, where she lived in native villages. She 
established nursing education programs, basic 
health services, and health programs for moth­
ers and infants. Alice completed midwifery pro­
grams in Scotland and also at Johns Hopkins U 
and Yale U. As a member of the Johns Hopkins 
U faculty and as a nurse on the international 
team, she furthered the cause of nursing prac­
tice and education throughout the world, and 
her home became a “miniature United Nations.” 
Her wise counsel and gracious hospitality are 
well known. Now in retirement, Alice does volun­
teer work with a counseling agency, providing 
help to the over-60 population.
Marie McCreery Allan forwarded infor­
mation about herself through her former room­
mate, Katherine Sommerlatte VanEerde. 
Marie left Wooster at the end of her freshman 
year and became a secretary. In 1950, she mar­
ried John Allan, and they have two sons, John 
Thomas and Mark. Marie was unable to attend 
the reunion and would appreciate hearing from 
her friends. Her address: 11234 Springville- 
Boston Rd., East Concord, NY 14055.
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Katherine VanEerde has led a very pro­
ductive life. Although she did not mention her 
own achievements in her letter, her reunion 
form contained information about her career 
and interests. Katherine received her M.A. and 
Ph.D. in history from Yale U. She is professor of 
history emeritus of Muhlenberg College in 
Pennsylvania. While at Muhlenberg, she 
received various fellowship grants for publica­
tion of books and articles, and in 1971, she was 
awarded the Guggenheim Fellowship. After 
being called back twice to teach courses, she 
has now retired fully. She is doing volunteer 
work, serving on editorial boards for scholarly 
journals, and working on an article which will be 
published this year. In the past five years, she 
has been to England several times, as it is the 
center of her research. She traveled to the North 
Pole and environs with her husband, John, and 
also enjoyed a rich and full journey to China 
with faculty and students. I think you are also 
going to have a rich and full journey through 
retirement, Katherine!
Class secretaries, entrusted with the 
noble task of compiling news for your informa­
tion and pleasure, are very grateful when the 
mail brings us tidbits from understanding 
classmates.
We are indebted to our class president, 
Ruth Gensbigler Gurney, for her recount of 
reunion nostalgia, complete with a picture of the 
“jalopy” that led our parade, and to our class 
chairman, Dick Miller, for his explicit financial 
summary, impressively presented on 50lh 
anniversary fund stationery and printed in black 
and gold!
Secretary: Christena Bryson Kern, 8475 
Metropolitan Blvd., Olmsted Falls, OH 44138; 
Sherwood Willard, 2400 Hotter Dr., Allison 
Park, PA 15101.
1 9  4 0
I (Frank) haven’t had a chance to report 
on the time I spent with Jim Blackwood ’41 at 
his 50th class reunion last summer. Jim, if you 
remember, started at Wooster with our class and 
can be found in the picture of the freshman bas­
ketball team in the Index. He did a fantastic job 
in his tribute to Jim Wise ’41, who received a 
1991 Distinguished Alumni Award. I'm sure you 
remember the excellent article Jim wrote about 
Jim Wise and the late Jim Allardice ’41 in the 
Winter, 1990, issue of Wooster.
My appeals for new items elicited a 
response from Bob Canon, who, since 1984, 
has been living in a private resort, of which he is 
co-owner, in Palm Springs, CA. After graduation, 
Bob attended the U of Oregon and the U of 
California, earning M A s  in business adminis­
tration and psychology. His employment 
record is varied: experience with the State of 
Washington’s Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
Oregon State Guidance Center, Reed College, 
and as a stock broker, a president of a public 
relations and advertising firm in San Francisco, 
and a restaurant owner in Carmel, CA.
Bob’s son is a metal sculptor and an assis­
tant pastor in Forest Grove, OR, and his daugh­
ter is married to the pastor of a Presbyterian 
Church in Vancouver, WA. There are four grand­
children at or near college age. Bob remains 
active in civic affairs.
Now that I have a new address, I urge 
the men in the class to make use of it to let their 
classmates know what they’re up to. Til even 
take phone calls; the new number is 
410-536-0948.
Margaret Kennard Johnson, of 
Princeton, NJ, had a busy summer and fall. In 
June and July her work was exhibited in the 
show, “Chased Paper,” at Hunterdon Art Center, 
Clinton, NJ. Thirty-three prints were also shown 
in Fukuoka, Japan, in July. The show, “Unfolding 
Thoughts,” was held at John Carroll U, in 
October and November. In a catalogue about her 
work, the artist remarks: “Fascination with past 
and future has been deepened by the experi­
ence of living in Japan where old and new cul­
tures exist side by side, each enhancing every 
day’s living. Subtle innuendos of color, texture, 
form and thought continue to guide my 
expression.”
Bob and Florence Dunbar Ken- 
enjoyed a lovely fall at Breckenridge Village in 
Wdloughby. The Kerrs, who attended the 
greater Cleveland showing of Margaret Kennard 
Johnson’s art works, marvelled at the detail and 
exactness of her work.
J.C. ’41 and Rachel Linnell Wynn enter­
tained the Kerrs in July at their summer home 
“Garden of Eden” at Cranberry I-ake in the 
Upper Adirondacks. Marguerite I-cine Bowden 
scheduled her home duties so she could fly to 
the Syracuse, NY, airport where the Kerrs met 
her, and they all went to the Wynns. It was a fun 
Wooster homecoming trip.
As a representative of the class, I (Nancy) 
received an invitation, to be extended to all class 
members, their families, and friends to attend 
the celebration of Florence and Bob Kerrs’ 50th 
wedding anniversary. Where? Maui, Hawaii, at 
the Luana Kai Resort in Kikei. When? A get- 
together party Friday evening, Aug. 7,1992, and 
the 50th anniversary celebration on the after­
noon of Aug. 8,1992.
Details can be furnished by their daugh­
ter, Nancy Kerr, of 2420 Arbor N.W., 
Albuquerque, NM 87107, Tel. 505-344-5832, or 
by the Kerrs at 52 Ranch Rd., Willoughby, OH 
44094, Tel. 216-951-1538.
Secretaries: Frank Thatcher, 717 Maiden 
Choice Lane, Apt. 622, Baltimore, MD 21228; 
Nancy Ostrye Miner, 509 Smithbridge Rd., 
Wilmington, DE 19807.
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Hubert and Phoebe (Houser ’43) Hunt 
have been traveling. When I (Don) spoke to 
Hubert in SepL, they were just back from a trip 
out West. They attended Phoebe’s family 
reunion at a spot on the Alberta-Saskatchewan 
border, 800 miles north of Yellowstone Park. It 
was a great trip, and they were looking forward 
to more traveling.
Our schedule did not allow us to get back 
to Wooster in Oct., but I checked with the 
Alumni Office and learned that the only class­
mate who registered for Homecoming was Mary 
Robson Noice from West Richfield.
n
A nice note from Margie (Bowser ’38)
Rose told me that she and B ob Page, in 1935, 
had worked for 25-cents an hour in Art Murray’s 
office. Bob often spoke about his friend, Grant 
Rose, who at that time was just another fresh­
man to Margie. She added “time changed that.”
A week later I heard from Bob Page, who 
also recalled how close he had been to Grant. 
Bob and his wife have lived in the “golf capital of 
the world,” Pinehurst, NC, for 20 years. They 
play golf four or five days a week and do a lot of 
traveling. Last year, the Pages took a wonderful 
trip to Australia and New Zealand. Thanks for 
writing, Bob, and remember: “Take 2 and hit to 
left.”
Since our last issue, I (Barb) have 
received lots of travel news from our classmates. 
Bob and Fran Jenks Myers went to Nova 
Scotia and the surrounding provinces, and at 
another date they took a trip to Alaska by boat
Another Akron couple to travel recently 
were Ed and Eleanor (Fleming ’41)
Schw eikert They started off for Europe with 
their daughter, Susan ’68, and her husband, Ron 
Whitaker ’69. Since Ron had business appoint­
ments to keep, Susan discovered the joys of 
London with her parents. The Schweikerts also 
visited Belgium and Germany.
The Leonards had a fun visit with Bob 
’41 and Lois (Boop ’42) Yeakley, when we ran 
into one another at Blossom Music Center this 
summer. They both look marvelous! We also see 
Ralph Gillman '36 and his wife, Vivian, at many 
Akron concerts.
A note from Paul and Ruth A llison  
Thom pson reports that they see a lot of Carol 
(Myers ’67) Alison, which helps keep them up- 
to-date on Bob and Fran Jenks Myers. 
Secretaries: Donald H. Mills, 1521 E. 221st St., 
Euclid, OH 44117; Barbara M orse Leonard, 
1676 26th St., Cuyahoga Falls, OH44223.
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Young Mills, Wayne Welty, Roger and Mollie 
Tilock Van Bolt) planned a bang-up weekend 
for us. Our festivities start on Friday evening 
with an open house at the home of Lil Gisinger 
Steiner with A ic e  Morgan Hart assisting. 
Anyone arriving in time for dinner may attend 
the Scots Forever dinner. On Sat., our class lun­
cheon will be in Babcock, where we have also 
reserved the use of the large lounge for the 
afternoon. If you are into dorm living, you can 
make arrangements to stay in Babcock.
Norvin Hein’s summer traveling included 
a trip to Moose Factory in Canada. He com­
pleted the revisions of his chapters in the 
successful book, Religions of the World. The 
third edition of the book will be released soon 
by S t Martin’s Press.
Mitch and Don Mills ’38 have completed 
their application for residence at Copeland 
Oaks, a retirement center, in Sebring.
Tom Foster and his wife are looking for­
ward to traveling, now that “Winkie” has retired, 
having completed 30 years of teaching. In OcL, 
they visited Tom's children in the East.
Wally Creighton wrote from Carmel, CA 
that after retiring five years ago he continued to 
dabble in the building trade. He is now learning 
to write fiction and has discovered that whatever 
skills he learned in writing technical articles for 
journals does not help in writing novels. 
However, he must be making progress, as one 
novel is in the hands of a publisher’s editor and 
another winding down to about 400 pages. His 
wife has been ill these past few years so he has 
needed to be home. He and W endell Eckert, of 
Strathmore, CA plan to come to our 55th 
reunion together.
Mollie Van Bolt wrote: “For everything 
that goes around comes around.” Wooster once 
again has a no smoking policy but not as strin­
gent as it was in our day. Every effort is being 
made so that non-smoking students do not have 
to breathe secondhand smoke.
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From Fayetteville, AR, Fred Tooker 
writes that he and his wife, Janet, do volunteer 
work at the Fayetteville City Hospital, and he 
also volunteers four hours a week at the 
Veterans Administration Hospital. Teaching 
English to a Thai boy and girl also keeps him 
busy. He notes that his wife is listed in the 
1991-92 Who’s Who of American Women.
In Jan., your secretary (Ralph) plans to 
embark in Nassau on the SS Universe to take a 
trip around the world!
Secretaries: Louise Harris Southard, 4143 
Hilldale, Memphis, TN 38117; Ralph F. Carl, 
108 S. Arlington St., Greencastle, IN 46135.
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In Sept., a successful reunion workshop 
was held at Lowry Center and our diligent 
reunion planning committee (Norvin Hein, 
Tom Foster, Lil G isinger Steiner, Mitch
Mollie, with her daughter, Margaret, and 
grandson, Jamie, spent a week in July at the Ann 
A bor YMCA camp on Burt Lake in northern 
Michigan. Each kept busy with various activi­
ties. Mollie had her first experience with a table 
saw, a jig saw, and all those other mysterious 
tools. What else can she get into? Roger had his 
best garden this summer, and they had much to 
harvest.
Ford M cGibbeny has a new address:
147 North Equestrian Way, Prescott, AZ 86303.
It is with sadness that we report the fol­
lowing deaths: Thom as B . Davis, June 15,
1990; Elm o M. Hawkins, Sept. 9,1990;
L. Colem an Knight, Dec. 21, 1991; Joseph  R. 
M cCulloch, Nov. 19,1989; Rheta V. 
Trubenbach, Nov. 23, 1991; William E. W irt 
Oct. 20,1991. Their obituaries will be in the 
Spring issue.
Your secretary (Jim) and his wife, Jeane 
(Oetzel ’39), are getting settled in their new 
apartment at Crosslands, a continuing care 
retirement community. Note his new address 
below.
Save your energy, get rest, eat right and 
exercise (some) to be ready for our 55th!
Secretaries: Charlotte Fader Bodley, 6729 
Wetheridge Dr., Cincinnati, OH 45230; Jam es  
Scotland, Crosslands, Apt. 77, Kennett Square, 
PA 19348.
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I (Ralph) have been underwhelmed by 
the lack of alumni letters in my mailbox.
However, one notable success has restored my 
confidence. My search for D ick Townsend was 
rewarded by an interesting letter from Wdliam 
and Grace Hanna Arthur ’38s, of Phoenix, OR. A 
few years ago, the Arthurs met Dick when he 
visited their neighbor, Catherine Reed, in the 
mountains of north Georgia. Dick had met her 
on a cruise in 1983. Later, they married and lived 
happily until her death. Dick moved to Florida 
where he now lives at 61 Lake Griffin Dr., 
Fruitland,FL 34731.
If you want to read more exciting alumni 
news, find your March, 1991, Smithsonian, turn 
to p. 100 and read “Dave Henderson was 
Becoming an Embarrassment.” This fictitious 
Yalie was invented by the class secretary to fill 
his column in the alumni magazine. For years 
he shared his “opulent and sometimes slippery 
escapades” as he cruised and jetted from one 
millionaire’s paradise to another. Unfortunately, 
the New Yorker reprinted one of his juicer let­
ters, and the Yale alumni magazine editors failed 
to see the humor in the situation. Dave had to 
be killed off. I hope the men of ’36 will rise to 
the occasion and help me avert a similar 
catastrophe.
Ila Sm ith Weiford really gets into the 
Christmas spirit, by decorating her house with 
several Christmas trees, displaying a lighted 
needlepoint village on her baby grand piano and 
a huge, lighted, doll house on a turntable near 
the window.
During one weekend this summer, 
George “Jack” Taylor had the joy of uniting 
his grandson and his bride in marriage and bap­
tizing his first great-granddaughter. All 23 mem­
bers of Jack’s family were present for both 
occasions.
In Nov., 1991, Jack Maxwell received the 
Greater Canton Chamber of Commerce Award 
of Appreciation for his outstanding service to the 
community. Since his retirement as editor of The 
Repository, Jack has been working as a public 
relations consultant for the Canton Chamber of 
Commerce.
Secretaries: Harriet Knight, 905 Portage Rd., 
Apt. 41, Wooster, OH 44691; J. Ralph Gillman, 
565 Malvern Rd., Akron, OH 44303.
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Jim  Seam an enjoys working as an itiner­
ant minister, in Mars, PA He continues to learn 
all he can about the disease Dupuytren’s con­
tracture, which has afflicted a finger on his right 
hand. Slowly, he says, “I am pushing my tools 
away, as I draw to a close my creativity in the art 
of stained glass.”
It is with sadness that we report the death 
of Fred Cruikshank, on Nov. 20,1991. His 
obituary will appear in the Spring issue.
The class extends sympathy to Joseph  
Romig, whose wife, Margaret, died on Nov. 27, 
1991. Joseph lives at 1129 East Houghton Ave., 
Houghton, MI 49931.
Frederick Johnson and his daughter, 
Mary, spent a few days in New York City in 
September, where Frederick was an expert wit­
ness in Federal Court for the Department of 
Justice. Frederick’s civic activities have again 
earned him a listing in Who’s Who in the World 
and the Dictionary of International Biography, 
Cambridge.
Secretary: William Burger, 1300 South Border 
Ave., #264, Weslaco, TX 78596 (Oct-May); P.O. 
Box 350, Farmington, ME 04938 (Summer).
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In a long, gracious note from Lois 
Throop Johnson, she shared her memories of 
our Freshman/Sophomore Sunday school class, 
the people who attended, the fun they had at 
picnics and breakfasts in the park. Lois’ hus­
band, Jim, still farms, and they live in the house 
where he was born, near Van Wert. Her hip 
replacement successful, Lois continues activi­
ties at church, including making posters, deco­
rating bulletin boards; being involved with a hos­
pital thrift shop; sewing. During the last year, 
the Johnsons’ daughter, Suzanne, a children’s 
librarian in Bryan, has needed their help, as she 
struggled with the effects of chemotherapy. 
Recently, her prognosis is encouraging. “We 
treasure the prayers of our many friends,” writes 
Lois.
Not many classmates are still employed, 
but C. Luther Bostrom is! He is parish associ­
ate and minister of visitation at Faith 
Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, IN. On 
May 12, he celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
his ordination. Wonderful! He has gone to 
Sweden several times to visit relatives, and this 
summer, he and his wife, Kay (Robinson ’35) 
enjoyed introducing their daughter, Elizabeth 
Gregg ’59, to many cousins there. Kay and 
Luther are rejoicing over the birth of their first 
great-grandson.
I (Elizabeth) know that feeling, for in 
July I cuddled my first great-grandson, Austin 
Wills, and watched my son, Bob ’62, hug this 
child, his grandson. Aren’t families wonderful?!
My former roommate, Esther Emerson 
Freunsch, invited me to visit her and her hus­
band, Walter, in McKeesport, PA. Esther and 
Walter were married in Oct., 1990. Esther and I 
had a great time, talking, talking, talking. The 
Freunsches spend the winters in their home in 
Bradenton, FL.
As you read the class column, do you ever 
wonder how the news is gathered? Weeks before 
the four yearly deadlines, your secretary sends 
at least 15 cards to classmates. By now, almost 
half of the class has received a friendly, inquir­
ing note. Some folks must feel that their lives 
are not newsworthy, so do not respond. It’s true 
we all share much in common; volunteering, 
traveling, family, various degrees of aches and 
immobility, but we are each different. Actually, 
each of us is remarkable, having persevered 60 
years beyond attending Wooster. The ramifica­
tions of our lives and works continually amaze 
me. So, gentle readers, whether you receive a 
card or not, write to me about yourself, so 
together we can rejoice in the wonders of the 
class of ’34!
Secretary: Elizabeth Lapham Wills, 3873 
Montevista Rd., Cleveland, OH 44121.
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A note from Horace Hamilton tells us 
that he is still teaching American literature part- 
time at Georgian Court College in Lakewood,
NJ. He says: “This, and keeping up my ancient 
house, writing my poetry, and trying to keep 
healthy take up plenty of time.” Horace found 
Raymond McCall’s article on Shakespeare a 
delight. (See Summer, 1991, p. 26.)
Sunshine over the mountains (after a 
week of low clouds, heavy rain, and snow) finally 
allowed the planes to fly and Virginia Emch 
Lindman, her cousin Kay, and I (Bert) were 
able to leave Chitral, Pakistan, in time to make 
our flight home as scheduled. For more about 
this unusual and adventure-packed trip, come 
see our pictures of the stark grandeur of barren 
mountains and the majestic glory of snow­
capped giants.
Many thanks to Ethel McCullough 
Schmidt whose keen eyes and good memory 
resulted in her sending me the obituary from 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer for Ruth McKinney. 
Ruth, who was with our class for two years, died 
Sept. 14,1991. After leaving Wooster, Ruth took 
nurse’s training at St. Luke’s Hospital and then 
pursued a nursing career there.
Lucile Parsons Kibler died on Oct. 13, 
1991. We send our sympathy to her husband, 
Homer, her daughters, Ruth and Marilyn, and 
her sons, Edward and Arthur. In addition to rais­
ing a family, Lucile worked for 14 years with the 
Portage County Welfare Department from which 
she retired in 1976. Her work was helping 
mostly the aged persons of Portage County.
Rebecca Robbins Maus has left her 
home in Florida and is now living at a retirement 
community in Indiana. Her address: Vdlage 
Pines, Valparaiso, IN 46383.
A new address for Mary Grow Cerasani: 
19 Seward St., Apt. 4, Saratoga Springs, NY 
12866. Pneumonia required her return from 
Poland, where she was serving in the Peace 
Corps. Now recovered, she plans to resume her 
activities in Saratoga Springs.
When this is printed (and read), it will 
already be 1992. That means that it will be time 
to be planning for our 60th anniversary. Reserve 
the time and make it a gala reunion.
Secretary: H. Alberta Colclaser, 361 Holmes 
Blvd., Wooster, OH 44691.
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60th Reunion/June 4-7,1992
We are sorry to report the death of Cliff 
“Red” Morrison on Oct. 8,1991. Red will be 
missed by his classmates and his many friends 
in Wooster, where he had lived since 1932. 
Sympathy of the class is extended to his wife, 
Dorothy (Galehouse ’35), and family.
Maiy Beer enjoyed four days at the 
Shakespeare Festival in Stratford, Ontario, in 
August.
Cliff Nelson is doing well after undergo­
ing heart surgery in the fall. He hopes to make 
our 60th.
Your secretary (Bailey) and his wife, 
Carolyn (Hevenor ’33), have moved to the 
Attlebora Retirement Village, just north of 
Philadelphia, to be near our children. Please 
note the new address below.
If you have college mementos that you 
would like displayed at our 60th reunion, please 
send them to the Alumni Office or bring them in 
June. We need news for our column, so please 
drop your secretaries a line or two.
Secretaries: Virginia Anderson Crowl, 10501 
Lagrima De Oro N.E., Apt. 4103, Albuquerque, 
NM 87111; Bailey Whitcomb, 290 East 
Winchester Ave., iMnghorne, PA 19047.
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Martha Dickelman Jacobson returned 
for Homecoming. She lives in Dunkirk, and 
although she says she has “slowed down a lit­
tle,” she sounds plenty busy. Each summer, she 
looks forward to attending the Alumni College 
and the Shakespeare Festival in Ontario. She 
also enjoys visiting her son, Charles, in 
Colorado. Martha tutors a young woman, using 
the famous Laubach Literacy method.
Jeannette “Parky” Parkhurst was rec­
ognized recently by the Judson Retirement 
Community in Cleveland, for her tireless and 
successful efforts to have a hydrotherapy pool 
installed in the new health center. Parky, who 
lives at Judson, saw a need, and she did some­
thing about it.
Libby Miller Powers is living in a retire­
ment complex in Portland, OR, where she is 
near her daughter, Jeannie.
Bill and Peg Barr Ixmgbrake of Denver, 
CO, are recovering from major surgery. They 
were in the hospital at the same time, and their 
daughter occasionally wheeled Peg to Bill’s 
floor so they could have some meals together.
Please send news, and tell us what you 
are doing, including any volunteer activities in 
which you are involved.
Letters from both Trevor Gross and Hal 
Bowman report the death of Bill Gallagher on 
Aug. 26,1991. Sympathy of the class is extended 
to his wife, Lillian, who will continue to live at 
10207 Lowell Ave., Overland Park, KS 66212.
Trevor and Del (Rice ’32) spent several 
weeks in May and June visiting friends and 
family in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New \brk. In 
Nov., they planned to take a 20-day cruise 
departing from Barcelona, Spain, traveling the 
Mediterranean, the Canary Islands, Lisbon, the 
Virgin Islands and disembarking at Fort 
Lauderdale, FL, in December.
Hal Bowman writes that he and Callie 
(Wilson) are still hanging in there, although 
Callie’s health problems curtail a lot of their 
activities. Hal is still trying to conquer the game 
of golf. Like most dedicated golfers, he must 
know that this is an impossibility but it sure is 
fun trying.
As your new men’s secretary, I (Hal) am 
sure that I represent the feelings of the class of 
’31 when I say: Thank you, Trevor Gross, for a 
superb 15 years of dedicated service as our 
men’s secretary. As a retired educator, I feel the 
need to assign a mark for your service. So I 
hereby mandate the mark of A+. Anything less 
would be inaccurate.
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In Sept., I (Hal) spent two weeks on a 
cruise to Alaska. Highlights included the Inside 
Passage, Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay and 
Denali Park. One could easily become accus­
tomed to this way of life!
Secretaries: Hal C. Teal, 43 Pocono Dr., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15220; Virginia Bourns Jeffery, 
1507Avalon Rd., Wooster, OH 44691.
1 9  3 0
Lloyd Adams writes from Lexington, KY, 
that his heart attack in Feb., 1990, was sched­
uled too late (or perhaps too early) to permit 
him to attend our 60th reunion that June. 
However, by July he was touring Eastern Europe 
with his wife and two sons. This past summer 
they did a repeat performance by touring 6,300 
miles of our own West after Lloyd’s cataract 
surgery. Dr. Adams prescribes faithful atten­
dance and physical workouts at a sports club for 
at least a year before and after a heart attack to 
assure a speedy recovery. (Your secretary 
[Tom] is a firm believer in careful selection of 
parents.) Lloyd claims to be “almost as busy as 
when I was in practice,” enumerating his activi­
ties as reading and listening to music. With the 
Lord’s permission, he promises to try to make 
our next reunion, which is the proper 1930 gung 
ho spirit.
Bill Guenther’s wife, Peg, has provided a 
cheerful status report on Bill’s condition. Living 
in an infirmary in Rosemont, near Philadelphia, 
and having Parkinson’s disease has not changed 
his disposition, Peg assures us. Remember the 
sprightly style and masterful choice of words he 
was wont to display in his annual communica­
tions to his classmates? Physically, writing is dif­
ficult for him, but he enjoys hearing from his 
Wooster friends. Let this be a hint, especially for 
his former Third Section mates — that is, if they 
still know how to write. Bill’s address: 404 
Cheswick PI., Apt 338, Rosemont, PA 19010.
Not much news pouring in this time from 
the ladies, but I (Bernice) do have the advan­
tage of hearing from some of my classmates 
every two or three months when our round- 
robin letter flies in. I can report on a few of them 
each time, and when the rest of you get sick and 
tired of hearing about us, maybe you will write.
Mary Flo Blackburn Stewart is enjoy­
ing better health now and is happy to have two 
grandchildren attending the university in 
Jacksonville, IL. She now has the pleasure of 
seeing them more often.
In Wooster, Margaret Guille has a col­
lege student living in her upstairs apartment 
again this year. She continues to be active in 
church and community and writes poetry.
Sally Fletcher Agsten’s husband, 
Edward, wrote that Sally has not been well. We 
send her our best wishes.
Pearl Skog Regester has had health 
problems but sounds more like her old self now. 
She lives in Grandville, MI.
Secretaries: Tom Mills, 3183 N. Quincy St., 
Arlington, VA 22207; Bernice Rees Snively, 
816 Phillips Rd. N.E., Massillon, OH 44646.
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Elbert Moses reports that his brother, 
Lowell Moses, is living at the John B. Parsons 
Home, Room 29, West Wing, 300 Lemmon Hill 
Lane, Salisbury, MD 21801.
In a note to Red Bourns, I (Tom) com­
mented about a little research project on which I 
was working. In prompt response, among other 
things, he wrote: “Speaking of research, I’m 
doing some on mud baths in California, the 
sterility of which Fm afraid equates with 
Boston’s harbor. Oddly, 280 references via the 
AM A  do not singly attack this very interesting 
item. I can see my opus published in People 
magazine.” Same old Red. Try him with a note of 
good luck to his new address in New Mexico 
and see what you get.
Pete Verhulst writes that he and Sally 
are still living in their own home and will contin­
ue to do so as long as health permits. Pete is 
still counsel for the Midwest Food Processors’ 
Association on a part-time basis and attends 
Kiwanis regularly. He plans to retire fully in a 
year or two. More power to you, Pete. He also 
noted that Red Bourns had been doing some 
other research and had sent him a couple of 
pages from a 1929 Wooster Alumni Bulletin 
which contained an article that Pete had written 
under the title: “Our Times — A Senior 
Viewpoint.” Memories!
Your secretary and his wife, Betty (Bunn 
’28), took our annual fall trip East to visit our 
three children and their families. We saw our 
first great-granddaughter while in the Boston 
area.
Classmates, both men and women, please 
send news to your secretary.
Secretary: Tom McCullough, 12540 Edgewater 
Dr., #706, Lakewood, OH 44107.
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After living in Mobile, AL, for 20 years, 
Betty Barrett Gould moved to Houston, TX, a 
few years ago. She is writing her second publica­
tion on the architecture of the Gulf Coast. Her 
1988 publication was a general study of the 
architecture of the Mobile area from 1711 to 
1918, and now she is concentrating on a single 
family of builder-architects who worked in 
Mobile for almost 200 years. For fun she also 
wrote the history of her grandmother, who went 
to Wooster in a covered wagon, and her mother, 
who shocked the College when she devised a 
pair of “below the knee” bloomers for fencing 
exhibitions.
Betty still maintains her home in Mobile 
and enjoys returning there for a few months 
every year. While there, she visits friends and 
gives harp lessons to her former harp students. 
Betty retired from teaching in the art depart­
ment at the U of Southern Alabama in 1976, and 
later as architectural historian for the City of 
Mobile.
Secretary: Alice Ricksecker Paton, 766 
Fairview Circle, Wooster, OH 44691.
1 9  2  7
SBmm
IS 65th Reunion/June 4-7,1992
In Sept., your class officers met with the 
alumni representatives planning for the June, 
1992, reunions. Present were your president, 
Mary Courtney Bourns, Alice Childs 
Grosjean, George Starr, and your secretary 
(Florence). You will soon be receiving details.
Since we have no news of class members 
this time, we will use our space to report on our 
class funds. As of June 30,1991, the market 
value of our fund was $71,638.45; therefore, we 
provided a sum of $4,576.51 for college scholar­
ships for the 1990-1991 academic year. With 
college tuition now in the $17,000 range, this 
amount is much appreciated by both the College 
and students.
Secretary: Florence Painter Griffith, 1577 
Cleveland Rd., Wooster, OH 44691.
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Samuel Brittain has been solving gear­
ing design and service problems for over 60 
years, mainly for Westinghouse Corporation. 
Since his retirement in 1969, he has been active 
as a gearing consultant for various industries. 
This has involved much travel, both domestic 
and abroad, including Spain and Kuwait.
Marion Stackhouse Bailey, in spite of 
failing eyesight, wrote an interesting account of 
her life with a musical husband and two musical 
children. Her teaching career began in 1951 and 
lasted 16 years. (It was supposed to be tempo­
rary!) Her husband, Nelson, died in 1988, 
shortly after they had celebrated their 60th 
anniversary. Marion has since moved to be near 
her son, Ben. Her new address is 2932 N. Park 
Lane, Altus, OK 73521.
We regret to report that Dot Donley 
Dennis has Alzheimer’s disease, but receives 
nursing care at home.
Ed Walker has led an interesting life as a 
musician. He has played in bands in hotels in 
Bermuda and New York, later managed a music 
store, and subsequently taught organ and piano. 
His wife of 66 years died of a stroke in 1986. He 
continues in excellent health and enjoys taking 
seven-day cruises or plane trips.
Secretary: Margaret Koester Welty, Rt. 5, Box 
180, Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666.
1 9  2 5
Luella Goodhart Cotton is settled hap­
pily in Rydal, PA She writes: “The nicest thing 
that has happened to me for a long time was the 
birth of my latest great-grandchild, who was 
named for me.” Our best wishes to you and your 
family, Luella.
We are sorry to report the death of 
William Hallaran, on Sept. 18,1991. Bill came 
to Wooster from India with his mother and 
brothers and sisters and entered high school
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with the class of ’21. Later his aunt, Mrs. Gould, 
joined them with her children. Both families 
quickly became important members of the 
Wooster community. Bill’s close friend and 
cousin, Lindsay Gould, died in 1980.
We extend our empathy to Betty Sloan  
Detrow, whose husband, Leland, died in June, 
1991.
Secretaries: Sarah Painter, 1577 Cleveland Rd., 
Wooster, OH 44691; Edna Kienzle Comin, 
1138 E. Wayne, Wooster, OH 44691.
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Please write.
Secretary: George McClure, 1255 South 
Pasadena Ave., #1U9-B, St. Petersburg, FL 
33707.
1 9  2 3
Please write.
Secretary: Gladys Ferguson, 1715 
Mechanicsburg Rd., Wooster, OH 44691.
19  2 2
jSJ70th Reunion/June 4-7,1992
Please write.
Secretary: Mary Arnold, P.O. Box 343, 
Cambridge, OH 43725.
1 9  1 7
I Enfti
n  ,75th Reunion/June 4-7,1992
On Oct. 20, 1991, Paul Wright, pastor- 
emeritus of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Portland, OR, received the Pioneer Spirit Award 
from the Pioneer Presbyterian Church of 
Warrenton. The award was presented to him in 
recognition of “outstanding leadership in his 
spiritual life across the breadth of our denomi­
nation, and for having lived out of a personal 
faith characterized by that same pioneering 
spirit which Christ so nobly exemplified.”
Alfred W. Swan hopes to attend his 75th 
reunion.
1 9  1 5
Please write.
Secretary: Hazel Edwards Lawrence, 8883 
Browning Dr., #204, Waterville, OH 43566.
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74 Ted Brown and Carol Ann Jue, Nov. 17, 
1991.
B I R T H S
’75 To Susan Sullivan and Ron Wilcox, daugh­
ter, Rachel Caitlin, May 15,1991.
’7 6  To Robert and Susan Muller Cave, son, 
Ian Michael, Feb. 25,1991.
’7 7  To Ann and Curtis Lockhart, son, Curtis 
Daniel, Oct. 1,1991.
’79 Tb Mark and Jennifer Reed Jones, son, 
Christopher Reed Jones, Sept 14,1991.
’8 0  To Robert ’7 9  and Lynn McGrew Miller,
daughter, Grace, Jan. 23,1991.
’81 To Sally and Gregory Gordon, daughter, 
Lindsey Marie, April 19,1991.
Tb William and Patrice Lockhart Jenks,
son, Dexter Lockhart Jenks, Oct. 10,1991,
Tb Amy and Louis Ockunzzi, son,
Zachary Louis, Oct. 8,1991.
’8 4  To William ’8 5  and Patricia Youngberg 
Andrew, daughter, Kathryn Helen, Nov.
27,1991.
To Mark Ferguson ’8 3  and Sandy 
Galicki, son, Leland Galicki Ferguson, 
Sept. 30,1991.
To David and Vanessa Hilliard Genger,
daughter, Nicole Elizabeth, June 21,1991. 
’8 5  To Kelly and B ud Yoder, daughter, Noelle 
Blaine, Nov. 19,1991.
O B I T U A R I E S
’1 7  Henry Blakeley, May 12,1990, at 
his home in Summerfield, FL. A native of 
South Wales, NY, he lived in Florida for more 
than 25 years. He taught in a one-room school 
in Aurora, NY, and operated a farm in South 
Wales before moving to Florida. He was a 
member of the Belleview (FL) United 
Methodist Church. His wife, Anna, died 
in 1987. Surviving are seven children; 24 grand­
children; 35 great-grandchildren.
x’2 0  Eva Welsh Epler, Nov. 18, 1991, in 
El Toro, CA. She received her B.S. from Stetson 
U in DeLand, FL, and was a homemaker. During 
W.W. II, she served as a Gray Lady at Veterans 
Hospital in Los Angeles and was an air raid war­
den. After her husband, Frederick, retired in 
1969, the Eplers traveled extensively. Surviving 
are two daughters, Mary Crouch and Margaret 
Eckhardt; seven grandchildren.
'2 0  Ruth DeNorm andie H enning of
Butler, PA, Oct. 3,1991. She had been an 
English teacher in Butler area schools for a few 
years. A member of the Hill United Presbyterian 
Church, she was active in the women’s associa­
tion and was past president of the Joan Griffiths 
Circle. She was also a member of the senior 
GFWC Women’s Club of Butler, the Retired 
Teachers’ Association of Butler, A.A.U.W., and 
the Republican Women. Her husband, Charles 
Henning, died in 1954. Surviving are her step­
daughter, Barbara Adamitz; four step-grandchil­
dren; seven step-great-grandchildren.
’21 Charles H. Hartman, Aug. 1,1991, 
in Virginia Beach, VA, after a long illness. He 
had attended graduate school at Columbia U 
and was a certified public accountant. He retired 
as a corporate officer and director of Grenoble 
Hotel and Hospital Management Corporation in 
Harrisburg, PA. Through the management com­
pany he had been comptroller of Portsmouth 
General Hospital. He was a member of Zion 
Lutheran Church, Lebanon, PA; New Phila­
delphia Masonic Lodge 177, F&AM; and 
Portsmouth Elks Lodge 82. He was a W.W. I 
Army veteran. A four-year letterman in football 
while at Wooster, he frequently attended 
Homecoming activities and class reunions. His 
wife, Mildred, died in 1966. Surviving are several 
nieces and nephews.
’2 2  Opal Gibson Wilhite, Aug. 26,1991, 
in Lexington, KY, shortly after celebrating her 
92nd birthday with family and friends. She was a 
homemaker and liked to travel. Her husband, 
Robert, died previously. Surviving are her four 
children, Martha Wilhite, Robert, Jr., James, 
Mary Vorus; 12 grandchildren.
’2 4  Gordon E. Pheley, Oct. 2, 1991, in 
Claremont, CA, where he had lived since 1971. 
He received his M.Ed. from the U of Southern 
California and was a teacher and counselor for 
39 years. He was an instructor at Assiut College 
in Egypt from 1924-26, and at Waite High 
School in Toledo from 1926-29. From 1930 until 
his retirement in 1963, he served in the Los 
Angeles School System. He was a member of 
Claremont Presbyterian Church and was active 
in Rotary Club and University Club. His wife of 
47 years, Gertrude (Witzler x’26), died March 
29,1978. In 1983, he married Grace E. 
Sanderson. She survives.
’2 5  Dr. William R. Ilallaran, Sept., 19, 
1991, of congestive heart failure, at his Cleveland 
Heights home. He was born in Firozepore,
India, where his father was stationed with the 
British Army. His mother’s family were medical 
missionaries in India, and, when her husband 
died in 1916, she brought her family to Wooster. 
Bill was teaching biology at American University 
in Assiut, Egypt, a post to which he was recom­
mended by Warren Spencer T9 (biology, 
1921-61, d. 1969), when he read a biography of 
Dr. Wdliam Osier, the first professor of medicine 
at Johns Hopkins Medical School. Inspired to 
become a doctor, Bill graduated from the medi­
cal school at Western Reserve U in 1932, 
interned in Boston, and performed his residency 
at University Hospitals, Cleveland.
He went into the Army Medical Corps 
with the Lakeside Unit from University 
Hospitals in 1942 and reached the rank of major 
while in Melbourne, Australia. He served as 
commanding officer of the first portable hospital 
in New Guinea, for which service he was 
awarded the Legion of Merit. He was discharged 
as a lieutenant colonel in 1945. In Cleveland, he 
was an internal medicine and cardiac specialist 
and member of the teaching staff at University 
Hospitals; he retired from his own practice in 
1972, but continued to work as a clinician at 
University Hospitals until 1980. He was a pho­
tographer who took up the hobby as a young 
man in Switzerland with a glass negative camera 
and a wooden tripod. He was an expert on 
African violets and maintained a herb garden.
He also enjoyed model railroads.
He is survived by his wife, Mary Garfield 
(grand-daughter of President Garfield); daugh­
ter, Sarah Gramentine; son, Michael; six grand­
children; one great-grandchild; brother, Francis 
J. Hallaran '35.
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’2 6  Charles L. Layport retired execu­
tive of Dole, Incorporated, Feb. 14, 1991, in 
Salem, OR. He was a member and former elder 
of the First Presbyterian Church in Salem and a 
member of the Salem Geological Society. His 
interests included playing tennis and traveling. 
He is survived by his son, James, and three 
grandchildren.
’2 6  H elen Lichty Layport Sept. 21, 
1991, in Salem, OR. She retired as art reference 
librarian for Oregon State Library in 1963. She 
was a member of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Salem and was a past president of its Women’s 
Guild. Traveling was one of her favorite 
pastimes, and she was also a member of P.E.O. 
and A.A.U.W. She is survived by her son, James, 
and three grandchildren.
’2 6  Ruth Swinehart Nixon, Aug. 28, 
1991, at the Canton Christian Home, where she 
had resided since 1977. She was born in Canton 
and lived there for most of her life. Before her 
marriage to Myron Nixon in 1928, she taught 
school in the Canton area for two years. 
Thereafter, she devoted her life to raising two 
children and caring for her family. Her husband 
died in 1976. She was a member of the Canton 
Christian Church, a 50-year member of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, and a member of the 
D.A.R. Surviving are her son, Robert; daughter, 
Carol Miller; seven grandchildren, including 
Judith Miller 78, Robert A Miller 79, and 
Roger Miller ’83; three great-grandchildren.
’2 8  Curtis D. Swigart, Oct. 22, 1991. 
After graduation from Wooster, he taught sci­
ence at the Mayfield High School while working 
on an M.Ed. at Western Reserve U. In 1944 he 
married Marion A. Heckel. At that time, Curtis 
was serving in the Navy as a lieutenant After 
discharge from the Navy, he worked on com­
mercial and industrial finance with the General 
Electric Corporation. He is survived by his wife, 
Marion, and sister, Lillian Swigart Long ’22. His 
brother, John ’24, died previously.
x ’2 9  Jam es O. Stevenson, an ornitholo­
gist, Oct. 14,1991, at Suburban Hospital. A resi­
dent of the Washington, DC, area for much of 
the last 54 years, he lived in Bethesda, MD. He 
received his B.S. from Occidental College and 
his M.S. in biology horn Western Reserve U and 
did additional work in zoology at the U of 
California at Berkeley He worked for the 
Department of Interior for 35 years, retiring in 
1973 as legislative liaison officer. He began his 
career as an ornithologist with the Fish and 
Wildlife Service in Texas, where he was the first 
manager of the Aransas National Wildlife 
Refuge. Later, he worked on river basins and 
wetland protection programs at the Department 
of Interior. He turned to legislative work in 1966 
and made contributions to the Endangered 
Species Act.
His articles were published in the 
Audubon magazine, The Auk, The Condor, and 
the Wilson Bulletin. He was a member of the 
Cosmos Club, the Washington Biologists’ Field 
Club, and the American Ornithological Union. 
During W.W. II, he served with the U.S. Navy in 
the South Pacific. Surviving are his son, James 
P; step-son, C. Brent Loban ’51; two grandchil­
dren; brother, John; sister, Ruth Everson ’32. His 
wife, Marguerite, died in 1989.
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’31 W illiam B. Gallagher, Aug. 26,
1991, at the Life Care Center of Overland Park, 
KS, after an extended illness. He was bom in 
Pittsburgh, PA, where he lived prior to attending 
college. After graduation his work took him to 
the Kansas City area, where he was employed by 
the Standard Oil Company for 34 years, retiring 
as pricing manager in 1973. He was a member 
of the Amokan Club and the Atonement 
Lutheran Church. He was an Army veteran of 
W.W. II. He is survived by his wife, Lillian; son, 
Wiliam Boles Gallagher ’61; daughter, Kathy 
Woertendyke; eight grandchildren; two great­
grandchildren; two sisters, Margaret Coghill ’34 
and Betty Martin. His first wife. Carmen Boles 
Gallagher ’31, died in Nov., 1969.
by Hal C. Teal ’31
’3 2  Kathleen M eans K lassen, Aug. 19, 
1991, in Cottonwood, AZ. For 30 years, Kay 
taught at the school of the Navajo Reservation in 
Ganado, AZ. In 1940 she married Rudolf 
Klassen. In 1976, Kay retired from teaching, and 
she and Rudy moved to Sedona, AZ. She is sur­
vived by her husband; six children; nine grand­
children.
’3 2  Clifford H. M orrison, Oct. 8, 1991. 
Graduating in the midst of the depression, Cliff 
worked at various jobs until, as a result of taking 
the Civil Service exam, he was hired to work in 
the Wooster Post Office. During W.W II, he 
served in the Army. After the war, he returned to 
his position at the Wooster Post Office, from 
which he retired as assistant postmaster in 1972. 
Throughout his years in Wooster, Cliff was active 
in his church and in community affairs. He was 
a member of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Wooster and served as deacon, elder, and 
trustee. He was a member of the Wooster Rotary 
Club and held positions in the Wayne County 
Red Cross, the United Way, the Wayne County 
Board of Elections, the Wayne County Board of 
Health, and the Wayne General Hospital in 
Orrville. He was also a Scout Master for the Boy 
Scout Troop 66. On Aug. 2,1939, Cliff married 
Dorothy Gatehouse ’35. He is survived by his 
wife; three children, Alan ’63, James, Edith 
Grande; four grandchildren.
’3 2  Sam uel R. Ward, Aug. 31,1991, in 
Franklin, where he had been a lifelong resident. 
He graduated from Franklin High School in 
1928 and entered Wooster that fall. While at 
Wooster, he lettered in football and tennis. 
Following graduation, he returned to Franklin 
where he was employed in the sales department 
of the former Maxwell Paper Company, eventu­
ally retiring as sales manager of the St. Regis 
Paper Company of Dayton. During W.W. II, he 
served from 1942-46 in the Transportation 
Corps of the Army, where he attained the rank of 
captain.
After his return to civilian life, he became 
the leader of a number of civic activities. He was 
a lifelong member of the Franklin First 
Presbyterian Church; a member of the Franklin 
Lions Club, serving as its president when the 
Franklin Community Park was established by 
the club; a member of the Community Chest 
charitable organization; past president of the 
Franklin School Board. His hobby was golf, and 
he became both an avid golfer and a good one. 
He was a member of the Sycamore Creek 
Country Club of Franklin and the Forest 
Country Club of Fort Meyers, FL. He is survived 
by his wife, Helen; son, Hal H.; daughter, Debra 
Lynn Roedger ’67; five grandchildren; one great­
grandchild; brother, Robert Ward.
by Hal C. Teal 31
’33 Lucile Parsons Kibler, on Oct. 13, 
1991. On Sept. 15,1935, she married Homer L. 
Kibler. They had two daughters and two sons. 
Lucile worked as a case worker at Aid for Aged 
in Portage County She retired as supervisor of 
the Income Maintenance Department of the 
Portage County Welfare Department in 1976, 
after 14 years of welfare work. She was a mem­
ber of the First United Methodist Church of 
Ravenna, the D.A.R, the Portage County 
Beekeepers Association, the Christian 
Cupboard Board of Ravenna, and the Randolph 
Hayseed Club. She was also a member of the 
Ladies Cemetery Association of Randolph and 
worked as a volunteer for the Red Cross Blood 
Mobile Data Registration. Lucile is survived by 
her husband, Homer; daughters, Ruth Kraft and 
Marilyn Devine; sons, G. Edward and Arthur P.; 
eight grandchildren; brother, Joe Parsons.
x’3 3  Ruth M. McKinney, Sept. 14,
1991. She started with the class of ’33 in Sept., 
1929, and stayed at Wooster for two academic 
years. Then she entered the Nurse’s Training 
School at St. Luke’s Hospital in Cleveland. She 
graduated in June, 1935, with the highest hon­
ors in her class. She specialized in surgical nurs­
ing at St. Luke’s Hospital. A niece and great- 
niece survive.
x’3 6  Lucille W oolf Tullis, on Oct. 12, 
1991, in Tucson, AZ, where she had lived since 
1945. She studied at Kent State U and the U of 
New Hampshire and received her B.A. and M.A j 
from the U. of Arizona. She taught in Alliance, 
moved to Arizona for her health, and taught in 
the Tucson public schools until her retirement 
She was married to Charles P. Tullis, a horticul- 
turalist, from 1946 until his death in 1980. Her 
step-sister, Miriam Hange Penrod ’25, survives.
’3 7  John W illbur (Will) Banks, on Oct. 
11,1991, in Miami, FL. He was a bomber pilot 
during the war, and, after his Liberator, Yankee 
Doll, was shot down over Germany, he was a 
prisoner in Stalag Luft 3 until freed by the 
Russian army. A double major in chemistry and 
geology (as well as a star in basketball and base­
ball) at Wooster, he worked first for Timken 
Roller Bearing Company in Canton. He later 
took a job with Household Finance Corporation 
and eventually started his own business,
Century Acceptance Company. He retired as 
executive vice-president of Cencor, Inc., in 
Kansas City, KS. He was a member of the 
Greater Canton Oldtimers Fast Pitch Softball 
Association Hall of Fame. Surviving are his step­
daughter, Dawn Selogy; three step-grandchil­
dren; one step-great-grandchild; brothers,
Edgar ’40 and Clyde.
x’3 7  Charles O. Scham bach, Dec. 3, 
1991, in Cleveland, where he had lived for many 
years. From 1963 until his retirement in 1984, he 
was a civilian police radio dispatcher for the 
Cleveland Police Department. Earlier, he had 
worked as a personnel clerk for Alcoa, as a spot 
welder, and in the ticket office of the New York 
City railway. He was an active member of the 
West Blvd. Christian Church. During his retire­
ment years, he was an avid gardener, enjoyed 
reading, and, with his wife, attending the Ohio 
Light Opera productions. Surviving are his wife' 
Elinor, whom he married in 1945; son, John; 
daughter, Catherine.
x’4 1  Jean Townsend Gilchrist, Oct. 1& 
1991, in Canonsburg, PA. She was a homemaker 
and had worked for Gimbel’s Department Store 
in Pittsburgh for many years. Surviving are her 
husband, Charles 0.; two sons, Charles and 
David; daughter, Sharon Snediker.
’44  Jane Elliott Linnell, on Oct. 26,
1991, in Okemos, Ml, her home of 25 years. Her 
abundant love, joy of life, and boundless energy 
touched and inspired many. She married Albert 
P. Linnell '44, who retired this past year as pro­
fessor of physics/astronomy at Michigan State 
U, forty-seven years ago. At Wooster she 
received the Who’s Who in American Colleges 
Award. She served as alumni secretary in the 
'50s and the '80s, and she was co-author with 
Albert of a brilliant 40th reunion skit in which 
she also performed. She served as a specialist/ 
academic advisor at Michigan State U and 
received the ACT/NACADA Outstanding 
Advisor Award in 1985 and recognition from the 
Office of Programs for Handicapped Students.
She was president of the League of Women 
Voters of the Lansing area, served two terms on 
the board of elders at People’s Church, and was 
on the Ingham County committee on non-motor- 
ized transportation. Prior to residing in Okemos, 
Jane and her family lived in Amherst, MA, for 17 
years. During that time she served as a Town 
Meeting member, on the Town of Amherst 
Conservation Commission, as secretary of 
Christian education at First Congregational 
Church, was active in local Girl Scouts and Boy 
Scouts, participated in the American Field 
Service foreign student exchange program, and 
served as president of the Ladies of Amherst 
College. Surviving are her husband; sons, Paul, 
John, James; daughters, Carol and Barbara; nine 
grandchildren.
’46 Relda Wright Johnson, of Houston, 
TX, July 11,1990. She received her Ph.D. in 
higher education and administration from 
Michigan State U. For a number of years, she 
was director of human services in Syracuse, NY. 
She spent the last 10 years of her life working in 
the engineering division of Dow Chemical 
Company in Texas. In the early 1980s, she volun­
teered as director of evening volunteers at 
Memorial City General Hospital. Surviving are 
one son, Steven; two daughters, Valerie Sorosiak 
and Jennifer Johnson; five grandchildren; two 
brothers, Kenneth ’49 and Norman ’47; sister, 
Eleanor Bousman ’50.
’48  Laurence F. Piper, on Oct. 1,1991, 
at his home in Concord, NH, of pancreatic can­
cer. After graduating from Wooster, where he 
was sports editor of the Voice for two years, he 
earned a B.S. in education and an M.A. in 
English from Ohio State U. He was the recipient 
of a John Hay Fellowship to Yale U in 1962. He 
served in the mechanized cavalry in the 
European theater of operations during W.W. II 
and was awarded four bronze stars.
He taught English in Wellsville, NY, and 
was teacher and English department head in 
Pulaski, NY, from 1954-1968. He taught educa­
tion and English at New England College in 
Henniker, NH, from 1968-1987, where he was 
recognized as an outstanding faculty member.
He helped establish the education program at 
the New England College campus in Arundel, 
England, and taught there during 1973-74. After 
his retirement in 1987, he taught a course at the 
state prison, using modern texts to focus on the 
theme of the heroism of ordinary people. He 
also lectured in local libraries and led book dis­
cussion groups. He and his wife, Dotty, served 
as class secretaries for several years. He was a 
published punster, even making jokes in his final 
days. Surviving are his wife, Dorothy Dayton 
Piper ’48; son, Paul; daughters, Laura and 
Cheryl; sister, Blanche Teigeler; three nieces 
and two nephews.
C L A S S  N O T E S
’51 K. David Schlundt, Sept. 13,1991, 
in Fort Wayne, IN, where he had resided for 27 
years. He received his B.D. from Eden 
Theological Seminary and had served pastorates 
for United Church of Christ in Detroit, MI; 
Toledo; and Goshen, Ashley, and Andrews, IN. 
From 1964 until his retirement in 1989, he 
taught history and psychology at Indiana 
Institute of Technology. Surviving are three 
sons, Tavis, John, and David; daughter, Mary 
Heinfeld.
’53 Robert J. Sprunger, Oct. 3, 1991, in 
Hoosick Falls, NY, following a long illness with 
kidney disease. Bob, who was reared in Apple 
Creek, was a Navy veteran when he entered the 
College with the freshman class of 1953. He was 
a chemistry major and a member of Fourth 
Section while on campus. At the end of his 
freshman year, he married his wife, Elaine, and 
lived with her in the Stadium Units. Following 
graduation, Bob was a research chemist for the 
Diamond Alkali Company in Fairport Harbor.
In 1959, he entered New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary and was ordained in 1962. 
For the next five years, he served the Charlotte 
Valley Larger Parish, Delaware County, NY. In 
1967, he was called to the pastorate of the First 
United Church, Presbyterian, of Hoosick Falls, 
NY, retiring from that pastorate in 1987 because 
of ill health.
Professionally, his interest in healing drew 
him into the International Order of St. Luke, an 
international healing ministry. He had also been 
a volunteer in the Southwestern Vermont 
Medical Center’s pastoral care department. In 
addition to his pastoral career, Bob had partici­
pated in scouting activities, the Hoosick rescue 
squad, as well as the Hoosick Falls community 
band, in which he played clarinet, and the local 
community center board of directors. Surviving 
are his wife, Elaine; son, Paul; daughter, 
Elizabeth Berkowitz; three grandchildren; sister, 
Geraldine Fisher; mother, Grace.
by Nona Williston Taylor '53
’55 H. Leroy Barger, retired teacher, 
Sept. 28,1991, in Wooster. He was a Navy veter­
an, having served as an electrician’s mate on the 
submarine USS Sirago. For nearly 20 years, he 
was part owner of McGuire Heating in Wooster. 
He taught science at Orrville Junior High 
School for 20 years, retiring in 1985. He enjoyed 
traveling to foreign countries and was also an 
avid camper, touring the continental U.S. A 
member of the Wooster Evening Lions Club 
since 1965, he served as its president from 
1971-72 and was one of two life members serv­
ing as delegate to the International Lions 
Convention for several years. He was a Scout 
leader for the Boy Scouts of America and served 
as commissioner of Buckeye Council. His wife, 
Jane, died in 1984. Surviving are two children, 
Diane Young and David Barger; four step-chil­
dren; 12 grandchildren; five great-grandchildren.
’55 Frederick E. Barrett July 30, 1991, 
in a gas explosion in his travel trailer. He had 
attended Ohio State U in business management 
and was the owner/operator of Farm House 
Enterprises in Mason, MI. His food service-food 
production business included two restaurants, 
two mobile food units, cheese shop, and cater­
ing service. He continued his interest in the 
entertainment field, by participating in commu­
nity theater productions and appearing as 
“Freddie Farmer” in a musical comedy routine 
for over 30 years at banquets, special occasions, 
and on local TV. He was a member of First
United Methodist Church and the Lions and 
Kiwanis Clubs. Surviving are his wife, Barbara; 
two daughters, Bonita and Beverly Barrett. His 
son, Barry, died previously.
’61 Barbara Pegg Bereit, July 2,1991, 
of cancer, in Cedar Hill, TX. She received her 
M.Ed. from the U of Pittsburgh and was an ele­
mentary teacher. From 1971-80, she was a 
remedial reading teacher for the Chartiers 
Valley School District in Pittsburgh, BA. While 
living in Texas, she was a kindergarten teacher 
for the Dallas Independent School District. Her 
husband, Robert, and two sons, Mark and 
David, survive.
H’66 Raymond R. Day, Sr., professor 
emeritus, department of sociology, The College 
of Wooster, Sept. 30,1991, in Evanston, IL. He 
was a graduate of Juniata College, Western 
Theological Seminary, and Case Western 
Reserve U. Ordained as a Presbyterian minister 
in 1948, he served pastorates in churches in 
New York and Seattle, WA. In 1953, he became 
pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church in Chicago, 
IL, and also served as director of the church’s 
community center.
He became executive director of Beacon 
Neighborhood House in Chicago in 1954, help 
ing inner-city families cope with poverty, crime, 
and other social problems. His work in this area 
was featured in a Life magazine article in 1955. 
For his pioneering efforts and achievements in 
urban work, he was given an honorary degree by 
his Alma Mater, and in 1966, he was awarded an 
honorary degree by the College. Joining the 
Wooster sociology department in 1968, he 
helped establish the urban studies program, an 
interdisciplinary major with a required off-cam­
pus quarter at one of a number of selected cities 
across the country. He is remembered by his 
students as having “a smile that radiates the 
warm-heartedness that abounds in his charac­
ter.” After retiring in 1983, he served as regional 
representative for the United Presbyterian 
Foundation in the Synod of Alaska-Northwest. 
Surviving are seven children, Raymond R. Jr.,
’71, Renee White ’73, Frank ’73, Dorothy, 
Winifred, William, Helen; three grandchildren.
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Information in the Class Notes has been 
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Alumni Office or the editors. Class secretaries 





Summer Non-reunion Classes: May 13
Summer Reunion Classes; June 13
If you plan to have your wedding photo­
graph appear in Wooster, consider having a 
couple of black and white prints made when you 
make arrangements with your photographer.
You will be pleased with the result.
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A N D  BY T H E  WAY
Mondays & Thursdays
Potpourri L iv es
Archeology major Kathleen Quinn ’92 encountered the real Hrosvitha in her medieval Latin course. She was a German nun at a monastery in 
Ganderscheim who wrote morality plays in the 
tenth century. Her magnificent epithet: “rara 
avis Ganderscheimensis.”
When Quinn and her friend Gary 
DeVore ’92 applied for the co-editorship of the 
Potpourri two years ago, therefore, they pro­
duced an audition cover that took off from 
Murder on the Orient Express and featured as 
one of the stars Hrosvitha, the rare duck of 
Ganderscheim. After a year or so of “The 
Ducks of Hazard,” “Cyrano de Beigequack,” 
“The Duck That Ate Wooster,” “Batduck,” and 
“The Little Merduck,” people told them that 
Hrosvitha needed some company, and so 
McSpott made his debut last fall.
As many readers will remember, “The 
Pot” appears twice a week, on Mondays and 
Thursdays, on the tables in I.owry and 
Kittredge dining halls. There is also a stack 
available at Lowry front desk. The circulation is 
about 340, including copies mailed to faculty 
and administrators. Production is by photocopy 
machine in Office Services, budget by SAB.
Inside are announcements for concerts, 
WCWS shows, career opportunities, campus 
job openings, club events, movies, talent show 
auditions, forum speakers, requests for volun­
teers, and a cornucopia of meetings.
Layout can be a challenge. Ads are run 
“as is,” and, while DeVore is drawing the cover, 
Quinn must fit in as many as she can in a way 
that keeps them legible. Ads that are too big or 
that publicize repeating events occasionally 
have to be turned into a typed listing.
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The number of submissions has steadily 
increased over the last two years. People know 
that the Potpourri gets read.
There is a small stipend now, but Quinn 
and DeVore did the first year’s worth for the fun 
of it. They still (obviously) do it for the fun, but 
there is some glory, too. Joyce Parkinson at 
Lowry front desk lets them know when they’ve 
had an unusually successful issue, and, accord­
ing to Quinn, people occasionally say to her, 
“Oh! You’re Kathleen of the Pot!” Apparently, 
epithets have not yet gone out of style. S3
An early incarnation ofHrosvitha, the rare duck of 
Ganderscheim. McSpott arrived at Wooster in the Fall of 1991.
Inspiration must come twice a week for Pot covers. A 
movie poster on Quinn's wall can be helpful.
These three Potpourri covers have been particularly 
admired, this year.
Faith Ringgold, “Double Dutch on the Golden Gate 
Bridge," Acrylic on canvas, printed, dyed, pieced 
fabrics, 1988.
Miriam Schapiro, “Invitation," Acrylic and collage on 
canvas, 1982.
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